“\ UNITED STATES

MUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
), WASHINGTON, O C 20686

MEMORANDUM FOR: James M, Taylor, Executive Director for Operations

FROM: Eric S, Beckjord, Director, Office of Nuclear “egulatory
Research
SUBJECT: FINAL RULEMAKING « NOTIFICATION OF INCIDENTS

10 CFR PARTS 20, 30, 40, AND 70

Enclosed for your signature is a Notice of Final Rulemaktng (Enclosure 1) to

be published in the Federal Pegister., This rulemaking would assure that prompt
reporting of significant occurrences at meterial licensee facilities is made to
the NRC so that the Commission can evaluate whether the licensee has taken the
required act on to protect the public health and safety and whether generic
safety concerns are¢ identified that may reauire prompt NRC action, %he NEC has
becomc concerned that certain provisions of § 20,403 need to be revised Lecause
licensees have not been reporting certain events that thc agency felt should
have been reported,

Sections (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) of 10 CFR 20,403 and 10 CFR 20,2202,
“Notification of Incidents,” regarding the loss of operations and damage to
property for both immediate and 24-hour notifications would be removed and new
requirements added to Parts 30, 40, and 70 as Sections 30,50, 40,60, and 70.50,
No new requirements are added in 10 CFR Part 50 since Section 50.72 already
contains special nutification requirements for nucl.ar power reactors. In
addition, the term "immediate notification"” is defined for the added sections,

The rule is a matter of compatibility for Agreement States, The Agreement
States participated in the develepment of this rule, and their comments were
incorporated as appronriate,

The Offices of NMSS, OE, NRR, Administration, and Government.! and Public
Affairs concur in the Amendment. In addition, the staff has coordinated this
effort with the NRC's five regional offices. The Office of the Generai Counsel

has nc legal objections,
- ‘--—l--) t
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Eric S, Beckjord, Pirector
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enc\osums:1 1

Federal Register Notice

7, Congrossional Letters

3, Draft Public Announcement

4, Weekly Report to the Commissioners
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

10 CFR Parts 20, 30, 40, and 70

RIN:3150 - AC 91

4

Notifications of Incidents

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is amending 1ts
regulations to revise materia) licensee reporting requirements for
byproduct, source, and special nuclear materia) regarding the incidents
related to radiation safety. This action is needed to ensure that
significant occurrences at material licensee facilities are promptly
reported to NRC so that the Commission can evaluate whether the licensee
has taken the required action to protect the public health and safety and
whether generic safety concerns are identified that may require prompt
NRC a “ion,

EFFECTIVE DATE: [Insert a cate 60 days following publication in the
Federal Register,)
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that pose various safety hazeards., The NRC believes that the safety
hazards posed by contamination in.idents are best evaluated on &
case-by-case basis, rother than using a generic set of contamination
thresholds. However, the MRC agrees that a set of activity thresholds
would be appropriate for determining what fires and explosions are
reportable., The final rule nhas been revised to require NRC notification
only for fires and explosions involving licensed ﬁaterial in quantities

greater than the quantities specified in Appendix C of Part 20,

6. The deletion of paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) of
.
10 crﬁsgo.403 is appropriate.

Respcnse: Most of the commenters agreed, or voiced no disagreement, that
these criteria did not necessarily define events affecting public health

and safety and that it was appropriate to delete them,

7. Place spe fic reperting requirements in inu.viaual licenses. Those

with emergency pians already have sufficient reporting requirements.

Response: Generic reporting requirements are best implemented by formal
rulemaking procedures, including notic and comment, Placing the same
reporting requirements in individuai licenses is not efficient., Public
notice and comment allows for comments that question the reporting
requirements themselves and allows the NRC to respond to such comments,
Placing the reguirement: in individual licenses would not al'»w for such

2 heslthy dialogue,



8. The proposed amendments should be rewritten and reissued for a new

commert period, They are counterproductive to strong licensee programs,

Response: The NRC believes that changes made to the proposed rule in
response to the comments are of a nature that they do not necessitate the

reissuance of another proposed rule and a new comment period.

9, The NRC 4id not consider other alternatives to rulemaking - such as
issuing not ces to lice.sees, developin ‘amending regulatory guides,

ic Jing license conditions, etc,

Response: The NRC did consider alternatives such as those mentioned by

the commenters, which were discussed in the diaft regulatory analysis

prepared for the proposed culemaking. However, the NRC Lelieved that
ab s

certain sections in 10 CF5.20.403 needed to be replaced with better

reporting criteria, As indicated in the regulatory analysis, rulemaking

action is considered the best procedure for accomplishing this task,

10. A parallel to power reactor licensees is not proper. Most material
licensees have neither the radioactive material inventory nor the stored

energy to cause @ release like power reactor licensees.

Response: The NRC did not interd to draw a parallel to power reactor
licensees when Part 50 regulafions were cited in ihe discussion. The

NRC was merely pointing out where similar reporting requirements



already éxisted in Part 50 in order to illustrate why Part 50 was not
included in the rulemaking. We agree that material licensees do not have
the inventory or the stored eneryy to cause a release similar to that
which could be caused by a nuclear reactor incident. Although the hazard

is less from material licensees, a potential hazard nevertheless exists.

11, In the case of nuclear medicine/nuclear pharmacy, it is difficult to
identify any events that would be significant enough to public health and

safety to notify the NRC immediately.

Response: The NRC is very interested in incidents at medical facilities
because of the proximity of the general public to areas where licensed
material is L.ed and stored. Fires, spills, or other incidents involving
significant quantities of radiopharmaceuticals (e.g., therapy doses) or
involving sealed sources with significant radiation levels pose potential

health and safety hazards that warrant prompt n-tification of the NRC,

12. The revised rule should be reviewed by the NRC's Advisory Committee

on Medical Uses of Isotopes.

Response: The Advisory Committee on Medical Uses of Isotopes (ACMUT) is
normally requested to review rules that specifically address medical
applications especially rulemakings involving Part 35, An ACMUI review
has not been requested for this rule because the notification

requirements are generic and go beyond medical uses of isotopes.

8
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13, Further clarification needs to be provided regarding notifiration
requirements for commercial nuclear power reactors, Companies holding &
construction permit or operating license should be explicitly exempted

for activities occurring within the protected area.

Response: The NRC does not intend for the*p¥;6;seéﬂzr1teria to apply to
commercial nuclear power plants, In the discussi;n as well as in the te
rule (Parts 30.50 (c)(3), 40.60 (¢)(3), and 70.50 (c)(3)), the NRC
specifically stated that the provisions do not apply to licensees subject
to the notification requirements in 10 Cl”ﬁﬂ. If a nuclear power
plant has oniy a Part 50 license, notification is required only under the
provisions of 10 6:;:;:?;2. Although the Part 50 license for a nuclear
power plant contains provisions for receipt, possession, and use of
byproduct, s. rce, and special nuclear material pursuant to 10 CFR Parts
30, 40, and 70, the Part 50 provisions do not require reports under this
rule. If a nuclear power plant has a separate byproduct, source, or
special nuclear materials license, notificarion is required under the new
notification requirements in Parts 30, 40, or 70; however, these
requirements apply only to the activities licensed under the separate

materials license and not to any other activities,

14, The NRC should provide clear guidance on its interpretation of the
rule oy circulating early event reports with comments on the
appropiiateness of the report and by providing examples of failures to

report,
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Response: The NRC agrees and intends to issue information notices and
other guidance as appropriate to licensees as implementation issues are

identified and expericnce is gained with the rule,

15. The NRC should more clearly define the notification requirements

concerning the loss of packages of radioactive material,

Response: This rulemaking effort involves the notification recuirements
| Deeian
in 10 CEg’zo.AOB. The loss of packages of radioactive material is
B
covered by 10 CFR 20.402, Notification requirements for the loss and
theft of licensed material are revised by the major revision to Part 20

which was published in the Federal Register in May 1991.' The major

revision specifies what quantities of licensed material require immediate

and 30 day notificationsy 4 ijyc/*k e

16. The burden is estimated to be about 3 days for each notification

required for large companies.

Response: The public reporting burden in the proposed rule was
estimated at about four hours per response. This is an average
considering both small and large licensees. We agree that a very large
organization with several management levels could take a few days to

complete and process such a report.

10
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17. The subject rule and statement of considerations should make it
clear that the rule would apply to uranium enrichqszsiﬁlants whether
licensed under Part 70 or Part 76, Further, 10 CF%ﬁSO.?? and 50.73

should not apply to such facilities,

Response: The question of whether or not enrichment plants should fall
under Part 70 or Part 50 is not within the scope ;f this rule. Currently
there are no licensed enrichment plants, The question of which regulations
shoula govern these plants is being dealt with as a separate issue, Under
recent legislation (H.R. 4808), commercial uranium enric wme v olants would

be licensed under Parte i and 70, rather than Part 50,

18, . ediate and 24 hour nutifications should be limited to potentially
serious events where it is necessary for NRC to intervene to mitigate the
effects.

/ '.4"-

Response: Under thefﬁzﬁe, the immediacy o° the reporting is related to
the severity of the'event. The licensee is responsible for the safety of
the facility and for assuring proper and prompt action to protect public
health and safety. The NRC monitors the licensee's actions, and makes
recommendations when appropriate. The NRC also has communication channels
to Federal, state and local organizations, and {f rwcessary, can make
recommendatio. s regarding appropriate action to protect public nhealth and
safety or the environment, In all cases the NRC must be aware of

significant events to ensure that ag-ropriate and timely actions are

taken.




10, We do not agree that the categorica) exclusions have been met, The
proposed regulation as written has & large impact and cannot be

considered to be of a minor nature,

Response: The NRC does not agree that the proposed changes to the
notification requirements have any significant environmental impact
requiring an environmental review pursuant to Part 51, The NRC maintains
e i
that the proposed rule is a clarification of existing requirements and
does not change the NRC's policy that licensees should promptly report
significant events, In addition, it is clear that § 51.22(c)(3) lists
amendments to reporting requirements in Parts 30, 40, and 70 as

categorical exclusions not requiring an environmental review.

20. The NRC is trying to cover too many different types of licensees
with one set of criteria, It would be hetter to establish separate
criteria for each type of licensee (radiography licensees 10 CFR 34,

medical licensees 10 CFR 35, etc.).

Response: The NRC believes that the pwepesed notification reguirements
describe significant events that should be reported by all source,
byproduct, and special nuclear material Ticensees. The NRC does not
agree that developing more specialized requirements and amending more
parts oi the regulations would better meet the objectives of the

rulemaking.

12
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21. Frejuent use of the word "any" is not consistent with the stated

intent of "significant occurrences"”.

#"

A ML &
Response: / The text of each notification requirement defines the event to

e

be reported, The NRC agrees that using the word "any" could be
inconsistent with the NRC's intent to require NRC notification of

significant events, The text of the rule has been modified zccordingly,

7 J g a0 r &
el A DS JRmgein ok

22. Proposed rule should make it clear that it applies to independent

spent fuel storage facilities.

Response: The NRC will consider the application of thece reporting
requirements to independent spent fuel storage facilities and, if
appropriate, will initiate a separate rulemaking effort to amend Part 72

n order to allow public comment on that action,

23. No reports should be required for events that are concluded before
any meaningful communication with and participation by the NRC is

possible,

Response: The fact that the licensee has completed all necessary actions
before the NRC is notified is no reason not to file a report. There may
sti1] be some action that the NRC may have to take depending on tho

nature o the incicent. For example, the incident may have generic

13



safety implications not previously recognized and further NRC action,
that may range from notifying other licensees to developing a rule, may

be appropriate.

24, Provide further explanation and possibly exampies of what “securing

the material and assessing releacas" means., (Used in the discussion).

Response: Although the final rule has been reworded, actions necessary
to avoid overexposures and releases will usually include secu-=ing the
material and assessing releases, Securing material includes actions
necessary to prevent unauthorized movement of Ticensed material or unsafe
conditions resulting from licensed material. This includes shielding
exposed radiation sources, returning liconsed material to storage
containers, stopping @ spill or the spreading of a spill, etc., Assessing
releases includes efforts necessary to determine how much licensed
material has escaped from the licensee's control and to determine where
released material has gone, Assessment actions may include radiation
surveys, contamination surveys, and analysis of air, water, and soil

samples.

Specific Comments

(a) Immediate Notification.

25. Require one hour notification of the NRC and Agreement States for

14
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incidents with substantial poti tial for injury to off site people,

Suggest & rem for one hour notification.

Response: A requirement fur an additional notification is not needed.

The Commission's regulations already require emergency response plans (including
special notification requirements to states and other authorities) that

apply to those licensees who hive guantities of 1;censed material sufficient

to result in sigrificant doses to the public in the event of an accident

(i.e. §6 30,321, 40.31j, and 70,224). Those plans include criteria for

taking action so that injury or harm to those off site can be minimized.

26. The time requirement for notification of the NRC may be severe and

unrealistic in some cases.

Response: The NRC does not agree that the time requirements are severe
and unrealistic., Licensees should be able to perform an initial
evaluation of an event and notify the NRC within the 4 or 24 hour time
Umits,  gpf A4 pimmen

27. We question the need to immediately report events regardless of

quantity and type of licensed material involved,

Response: The rule has been revised so that immediate reporting is not
required in all cases. Events involving very small quantities of
material, such that exposures in excess of regulatory limits are not

pessible, would not te reportable.

15




28. Uo toxic gas releases include ocas releases (such as UF-6, NOx,
hydrogen fluoride, etc.) that periodically accur but are contained and

controlled by operating procedures need to be repocted?

Response: Toxic gas releases would not require an immediate report
provided they did not prevent the licensee from taking immediate
protective actions necessary to avoid exposures a;d releases exceeding
regulatory limits. However, even if no immediate proteclive actions were
prevented, a report may be required if the texic gases are also
radioactive and the releases exceed the limits specified in

§ 20.403(a)(2) or § 20,403(b)(2).

(b) Twenty-four hour Notification

29. Licensees should not be penalized for failing to report within 24
hours, if a reasonable estimate projects that access would not be lost

for more than 24 hours,

Response: If an event does not rlearly meet the reporting criteria, but
the licensee can not conclusively rule out the need to report the event,
a conservative approach would be to notify the NRC within 24 hours. If
the .icensee later determines that an event was not reportable, a 30-day

written report would not be required.

30, The phrase "threatens to prevernt" is so vague that many everyday

events may gualify for reporting.

16



Response: The NRC agrees with the cownenter that it is difficult to
provide a clear, generic definition for these words. As a result, the

final rule has been revised accordingly, oco¢ f0700 o, e

{ "3 vr i

(b){(1) Contumination Events

31. Minor contamination (such as a contaminated collimator or a spill of
short lived radionuclides) is common in research end medical settings,
Access is restricted in the interest of ALARA and efficiency and to
minimize dose. Spills of this nature should not have to be reported. The
requirem~nt appears excescive and not related to eny potentia’ hazard to

the public or the environment.

Response: The NRC agrees that cestricting access to allow short-lived
isotopes to decay should not be a reportabie event. The reaulation has
been revised to require no report if an area is restricted to a’low

isotopes with 1 ha'f-1ife of less than 24 hours to decay.

32. How do you determine when an area is "cleaned up"? Is the

definition of an “area" limited to any minimum size?

Response: This rule does not attempt to define criteria for releasing
areas from radiological controls. No report would be required if an
accidentally contaminated area can be decor*taminated within 24 hours to

leve ls where contamination controls for er.rv 'nto the area are no more

17
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stringent than the controls in effect prior to the contamination

accident, The definition of an "area" is not limited to any minimum
size, ' general, any rnace normally accessible to workers or the

general public qualifies as an area.

33. What does a "cor’ mination event that restricts access" mean?

Response: Contamination events that cestrict access are (1) spills or
other types «f accidents involving radioactive material that result in
elevated levels of ¢eéiaticn~fro;'spreadab]e contamination and (2) occur
in areas that must be restricted by imposing additional controis to
prevent individuals from spreading .he contamination to themselves or to
arcas outside the contaminated area. Restricting access also includes
additional controls to minimize radiation exposure from the ., i«

) i '
contamination, cavi ]

34, The contamination area is unduly restrictive. It makes no
distinction about the source of contamination or efforts to remove it.
For hospitals either restrict the definition of a contamination event,
exclude contamination from contaminated patients, or exclude temporal
extensions of restricted areas heyond what would normally be necessary

allowing a more deliberate pace of decontamination,

18
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Response: The reporting requirement has been (larified to indicate that
the contamination must be unplinned, however, the NRC does not ugree that

the term "area" is too restrictive,

35, The proposed regulatior places an unnecessary burden on the licensee
with restricted areas. Low action levels for con;amination/uho1e hody
exposures are low vecause cleai-up efforts can be supplemented with
radioactive decay. Hence individua) and collective radiation exposures

may increase,

Response: The reporting requirements do not relieve licensees from their

responsibility to maintain radiation exposures as low as reasonably achievable,

The NRC agrees that weiting lonoer than 24 hours for isotopes to decay is
acceptable if a significant reduction in activity will result, The final
ruls has been revised to not require 1 report if the licensee is waiting
to allow isotope with half-lives less than 24 hours to decay. However,
the benefit of wuiting for several days or weeks for isotopes with longer
nalf-lives to decay is questionable, In these cases, a 24-hour report is

warranted.

36. The requirement to notify the NRC within 24 hours needs to be more

quantitative, Specific levels aof contamination should he stated.

Response: The hazards posed by radioactive contamination vary depending

on the activity of the contamination, the chemical and physical form, the

19



normal conditions of the contaminated area, and other factors, Thus, specific

contamination levels are only one measure of significance, However, the
NRC agrees that if the amount of licensed material involved is not 'ikely
to result in exceeding reguletory limits, no report should be required.
The firal rule has been changed to require a report if the amount of licensed
material involved is greater than five times the lowest annua! Timit on
Y

intake specified in Appendix B of §§ 20,1001 - 20.2401 of Part 20 for the

material,

37. Sentence 2 of paragraph 1 n the discussion under Contamination
Events states that the "requirement 1is intended to cover events that
cause accidental contamination in excess of the radiological conditions
normally present". This standarl is merkedly more restrictive than the

proposed standard and is inappropriate,

Respcnse: The NRC aarees with . 2 comment, The sentence is misleading

and has been deleied from the discussion. <»0 .00 g ¥

36. The rule should allow for planned activities such as maintenance or

decommissioning that would result in restricting accuss,

Response: The NRC aorees. This criterion has been revised to clarify

that it applies to unplanned contaminalion only,

20



39, 1t 1s not clear from the rule that restriction of access includes

changing protocols such as adopting extra protective clothing., Need to

provide more guidance,

Response: Reguiring add 'ional prot.c.ive clothing or otherwise
increesing radiological controls as a result of a contamination accident
is significant, The final rule has been clarified to indicate that
imposing additional radiological controls is considered to be a form of

restricting access.

40, Allow licensees to have contaminated restricted areas in excess of
24 hours provided employees do not receive exposures in excess of the
regulatory limits and no releases are being made to unrestrictec areas or

the environment.

Response: Licensees have been and still are allowed to have contaminated
areas in excess of 24 hours if the contamination is controlled and any
delay in removing the contamination is justified. This rule would only

require licensees to inform the NRC of the contamination accident.

41, Change the time for loss of access from more than 24 hours to more

than one working day.

21



Response: The NRC disagrees. A definitive time period is necessary.
This time period should be the same for every day of the week regardless

of the length of the work week.

(b)(2) Safety Equipment Relatod Events

42. Guidance is needed conceriiing repcrts to be made by licensees when a

radicgraphe 's pocket dosimeter is discharged beyond its range,

Response: A 24-hour report would not be required by this rule if a

pocket dosimeter is ditch 'ged beyond its range. A pocket dosimeter does
P i

nog‘prevent overexposure to radiat . It only indicates what dose has =z
al}eady been received. In fact, a a.scharged pocket desimeter would tend
to minimize radiation exposure because a worker normally leaves an area
immediately upon discovering that his or her pocket dosimeter is

offscale.

43. Wording is not clear. Use the last paragraph on page 19891 (column

3) of the Federal Register Notice.

Response: The reporting requirement has been rewritten in & format

similar to the discussion in the proposed rule,

22



44, LCvents should nov be reported uniess they result in exceeding some

existing limits. Either specify some limits or drop the requirement,

Response: The NRC agrees. The reporting requirement has been revised to
indicat: that, in order for a safety equipment related event to be
reported, the equipmert must also be necessary to prevent releases in

excess of regulatory limits,

45, Delete the word "needed" at the end of the first sentence of § 30,50
(b)(2) and replacs it with the phrase "required to be available and

operable".

Response: The criteriu has been reworded in the final rule,

46. As currently written thiis section could result in large numbers of
rerorts on the malfunction of such equipment as portable .urvey

instruments, respirators, fire exting ishers, or even flashlights,

Response: The reporting requirement ras been re orded to ciarify what
equipment malfunctions are reportable. Equipment that is covered by the
rule must be necessary for one of the safety functionr specified. In
other words, it must be needed to (1) prevent releases exceeding
regulatory limits, (2) prew ~t exposures to radiation and radioactive
materials exceeding regulatory limits, or (3) mitigyate the consequences

of accidents that could result in major property damage, widespread






49, Strict interpretation of the rule indicates that every stuck shutter
requires @ 24 hour report. We fail to see the need to report if the

exposure limits are not exceeded,

Response: If there are problems with the design or use of a dovice
containing a source that could cause an overexpesure and the problems
prevent reshielding of exposed radiation sources.'the NRC may need “o
take prompt action to warn other device user ~nd ensure that the
manufacturer is taking appropriate corrective action. The NRC must be
aware of safety ecuipment failure¢ in order to ensure thet preventative

measures are taken befeore more serious incidents occur,

50. Specify what is meant by the word “needed" and wha. severity of

potent,al event does the equipment protect against.

Response: The final rule states that only equipment required by

regulation or Ticensed condition is covered by the requirement. Safety
equipment i1s reeded when a radiation hacard is present and an incident
requiring the use of the safety equipment is possible. A 24-hour report

is only required b the rule if the safety equipment malfunctions when a
radiation hazard exists, Thelfufé has been reworued to clarify the types

of events that safety equipment must protect against,
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reliability. A manually operated backup to an automaticelly initiated

safety system ~suuld not bo considered redundant,

54, Equipment failu es reported under § 34.30 should be exempt from this
requiremenc since most incidents regarding radiography equipment failure

are detected and resolved by the licensee usually within 24 hours,
Response: The NRC disagrees. 'The NRC must determine if there are

generic design defects that require prumpt warnings and corrective

actions by the equipment manufacturer,

{b)(3) Persona) Injury Events

55, The degree of personal injury has no bearing on the potential of the
radiation hazard and may result in reporting many incidents of no
significance to the NRC. A laceration to a lab worker's hand may require
sutures «n re the radia.ion component may be insignificant. The current
rule would requirc the reporting of an event even if the medical

treatment was not related to the contamination issue.

Response: Th: NRC is concerned about the spread of contamination at the
medical faci’ity and the possible exposure of the general public to
radiation a'd radioactive contamination. In addition, there is always

the possibility that radiation may complicate the treatment of an  jury.
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6. Notification should only be required if contamination of the
individual or treating medical facility exceeds NRC regulatory limits,
1icense limits, or NRC unrestricted release limits, Wh.* is a

radfoactively coniaminated individual?

Response: A radioactively contaminated individual is a person who hus
loose surface contamination, that can be detected'by standard methods, on
their clothing or on accessible portions of their body that can be spread
to other indiviauals. No threshold or contamination level related to
regulatory limits has been provided because NRC is concerred about all

contamination and not just contamination above a certain level.

§7. Change the word "rendered" in the last sentence to the word

"requirea.”

Response: Although the statewent has been deleted from the rule, NRC ic
concerned about what was actually done to the contaminated individual.
The fact that the treatment may not have been required does not eliminate

the radiation hazard,

58. The proposed rule required no report for the treatment of 4
superficial injury at a licensee-maintained medical facility but required

a report for treatment of the same injury elsewhere, Why?
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Response: The NRC was attempting to minimize reports of irsignificant
events such as a licensee technician accidentally puncturirg his hand
with a syringe containing & radiopharmaceutical., Although many licensee
facilities have provisions for controlling the spread of ccntamination,
the NRC has reconsidered its position and decided not to exclude
licensee-maintained medical facilities treating superficial wounds from
this .owting requirement. The rule has been apbrOpriatelf revised. An
indivioual with a superficial injury could still spread significant
amounts of contamination around the medical facility. In eddition, very

few reports are expected even if superficial injuries are ‘ncluded.

£§9. We have incorporéted and maintained appropriate emergency plans,
personnel training, an1 decontamination facilities at a 1rcal hospital to
specifically cope with medical treatment. Would thic be considered a

licensee maintained fecility?

response: The NRC has decided to require reports of any injured person
introducing spreadable contamination into a medical facility regardless
of who maintains the facility. The NRC must be aware of such incidents
in order to ensure that appropriate radiological controls are used and to
ensure that any medical consequences caused by the contamination are
properly addressed. Since the exception for a licensee maintained
facility has been removed from the rule, the above question, regarding

interpretation of the rule, is moot.



IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)




IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)



(bj(4) Fires and Explosions

60. The mnost commn type of explosions in medical, biomedical research,
and radiopharmaceutical operations involve screwcap vials ar stoppered
test tubes containing tissue samples with only traces of rodionuclides,

Do thase types of explosions have to be reported?

Response: When the proposed rule was drafted, NRC did r.t intend to
include small vials and stoppered test tubes as explosions, NRC agrees
that fires and explosions involving trace quantities of licensed material
should not be reportable. The notification requirement has been revised

te only reyuire a report if an explosion or fire involves licensed mater<a’
“1 ryantities greater than five times th= lowest arnual limit on intake

K (FK
spec ‘fied in Appendix BfofAPart 0.
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61. In the case of fires, the hazard of the fire may greatly outweigh
the hazards of the release. There should be quantitative t*reshold

1imits for licensees.

Response: The NRC agrees that the fire usually poses the greatest
hazard, However, if a significant amount of licensed material is
involved, the NRC needs to ensure that appropriuate controls are used
during firefighting and cleanup operations. The notification requirement
has been vevised to establish a reporting threshold of five times the

lowest annual 1imit on intake because the NRC b.iieves it is unlikely
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that an (ndividual would inhale or ingest more than 20 percent of the

material dispersed,

62. A repor . should not be required if there is only superficial damage

to licensed . +-rrials,

Response: The NRC agrees and the reporting requirement has been revised
to require no report if the damage to the licensed materiel or its
container does not affect the integi ity of the licensed materia) or its

container,

63. Retain a significant gollar figure in the range of $10,000 for
property damage.

Response: The NRC disagrees. A dollar figure for property damage,
regardless of amount, is not necessarily indicative of the hazard to the
wpubiic health and safety. Therefore, the dollar figure has been removeo

from the regulations.

(¢) Written Reports

64, Licensee duplication of written reports prepared by NRC inspectors

does not appear to be justified.
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Response: The NRC belirves that separate reports serve a useful function,

The licensee is directly responsible for the safety operations of the facility
and is most knowledgeable about the event, its causes, consequences and
appropriate corrective actions, The licensee reports cuntain useful information
on ihe event and its implications, NRC inspections focus on selected events,
and on the s:atus and completeness of corrective action, Thus, NRC reports

generally have a different objective than licensee event reports,

65. Personnel raviation exposure data may at times be difficult to obtain,
Response: The NRC recognizes that there may be times when it is

difficult to obtain radiation exposure data, Only data that is available

to the licensee is required to be reported.

(d) Criticality Safety in § 70.50(a)(2)

66. The following nuclear criticality safety events should be included ¢
A7

in the ruie as repurtable events: Failure of a specia) nuclear material fhﬁrygﬁ‘”

concentration monitoring instrument or a failure ~f a moisture detection

instrument,

Response: The NRC agrees. An additional reporting requirement has been
added to Part 70 to immediately report anv event that places special
nuclear material in a geometry unfavorable to criticality safety. No
additional requirements were added for monitoring equipment because the
rule already requires reports of equipment failures under § 70.50(b)(2).

32



e T T T —

. A A T e e O v ———— s pa— P TR— pu T - T AP ———— e - TISNS ESE== 2

KT
Discussion G 1 it 2
u { : ('y ‘/

The NRC is amending the reporting requirements in & 20,403 and in \
the new § 20.2202 which was published in the Federal Register in May 1991\
The amendments will ensure that events having significant implications
for public health and safety are reported. The rule is a metter of
compatibility for Agreement States, The Agreemeni States participated in
the development of this rule and their comments were incorporated as
appropriate,

Paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) of § 20,403 and
§ 20.2202 dealing with loss of operation and cost of damage are being
deleted because the NRC believes these criteria do not adequately define
events with significant implications for public health and safety. For
exampie, the periodic loss of operation of a facility may not be related
to any potential hazard to the public or the environment., The same is
true for the cost of repairing damage, which wmay be high for reasons

unreiated to any potential hazard from licensed material Tﬂo deleted L

#oF

L oal

sections are being replaced witﬁ new criteria 1n Pafts 30 40 and 70, .hi‘a.'/.ﬁ,yfr
The NRC believes the new criteria will more accurately define potent1a11;‘j:.fq;;;(~
significant events affecting the health and safety of the public and the

environment that must be reported to the NRC. The final rule also contains
administrative changes to requirements for oceneral licenses (10 c§§:5T753.

These changes specify that general licensees who were previously required

tv report incidents pursuant to the delcted requirements, must continue

to report incidents pursuant to the new reporting requirements.

Revisions to Part 50 are not needed because similar reporting

requirements are already addressed in § 50.72, Part 50 lizensees subject
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to the requirements in §50.72 are specifically exempted from this rule to
avoid conflicting regulations., However, certain Part 50 licensees (e.g.,
research and test reactors) are not subject to the reporting requirements
in § 50,72 and if they possess material licensed under Part 30, 40, or
70, they will be subject to the new reporting requirements,

The intent of these amendments is to require prompt reports (either
immediately or within 24 hours) to the NRC of saf;ty related events that
may require prompt action to protect the health and safety of the public
and the environment, The NRC will evaluate the hazard and the corrective
actions taken by the licensee and may dispatch NRC staff to the site of
the event, activate the NRC inciden* response center, or issue warnings
of generic hazards to other iicensees, The final amendments for Parts 30,
40, and 70 are almost identical., Therefore, the discussion that follows
is organized by the type of requirement rather than by the sections in

the regulations where the requirement is found.

Immediate Notification

A period of 4 hours will be the maximum time °1lowed for “immediate
notification" by material licensees., It is intended that licensees will
notify the NRC of incidents as soon as possible, but in no case later
than 4 hours after discovery of a reportable incident., Four hours was
used because many smaller material licensees do not have the capability
to quickly assess and respond to events that reactor licensees possess
and because the degree of hazard posed by nonreactor events is typically

much smaller than the hazard posed by reactor events,
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Examples of cases where an immediate report would be required
include: a toxic r2s leak near a radiography operation that prevents the
radiographer from imnediately reshielding the source to reduce a hiyh
radiation ield around the leak; a fire that prevents workers from
immediately securing a ventilation System to stop a release of airborne
radiocactive material exceeding regulatory limits; and a collapsed ceiling
from an explosion that prevents workers from 1mme;iately closing a valve
to stop a release of radicactive mater1a! excesding r . ‘tory limits,

Sections 20.403 andégﬁ;b:2202 still require reports of exposures and
releases exceeding specified limits. This new requirement addresses
emergency situations where immediate actions normally possible to control
radiation or radioactive meteria)l are prevented even if the Vimite in
Part 20 are not exceeded. This informatiion is needed to assure tae
Commission that adequate substitute actions are taken,

Because it 1s difficult tc establish a clear, generic definition of
a2 "threat," the final rule has been revised to delete the requirement to
report events that threaten to prevent immediate rotective actions., The
NRC agreed with several commenters that it would be better to impose
reporting requirements for threatering events such as the bulging of a
filled uranium hexafluoride container by license condition or other

methods where clear definitions of specific threats can be provided,
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The final rule requires licensees to notify the NRC within 24 hours
cf discovering any unplanned contamination event that requires access to
the contaminated area, by workers or the public, to be restricted for
more than 24 hours by imposing additional radiclogical controls or
arohibiting entry into the area. If a licensee d;scovers that an area
has unexpectedly been contaminated with 1icensed material, the Commission
expects the licensee to impose appropriate controls to keep exposures and
releases as low as reasonably achievable (ALARA) urti) the area can be
decontaminated, If controls beyona those required before the
contamination event are necessary for more than 24 hours, the Commission
expects the license2 to report the event,

In response to numerous comments that a 24-hour report is not necessary
for small quantities of material or material with & short half-life, the
final rule has been revised/modified to exempt certain contamination events
from the new reporting requirement, A report is"ébﬁ required if the access
to the contaminated area is restricted for more than 24 hours, and the

quantity of material involved is greater than five times the lowest annual

0y T~ J*

limit on intake in Appendix B of thaﬂnoui&od Part 20 (ta‘n.d May 21, 1991)

for the material, and the reason for the restriction is other than to allow
isotopes with a half-1ife less than 24 hours to decay. The activity threshold
of five times the annual limit on intake was chosen because the NRC believes
it is uniikely that any individua® exposed to contamination would inhale

or ingest more the 20 percent of the materia)l dispersed. The half-life
threshold of 24 hours was chosen because a significant amount of decay

would occur each day and it is

37
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uniikely that the area would need to be restricted for more than one
week,

Reports of unplanned contamination events that exceed the activity,
half-1ife and access restriction thresholds are necessary to assure the
Commission that contaminated areas are being decontaminated in a safe and
timely manner. In addition, prompt action may be necessary to correct
conditions that may lead to additional contamination problems. Examples
of reportable events include: a spill of licensed material in the form of
a fine powder that requires workers to use additiong] respiratory
proteciion for more than 24 hours; a leaking shipping container that
requires a normally unrestricted shipping facility to be locked up for
more than 24 hours; and contamination from a leaking sealed source that
requires workers in the area to wear additional protective clothing for
more thar 24 hours. However, if a spill involved a short-lived isotope
such as technetium-99m (6 hour half-.ife) and entry intc the area was
prohibited for two days to allow the material to decay, ne report would
be required. In addition, if the leaking source discussed above
contained only 500 microcuries of cobalt-60, no report would be required:
because five times the annual limit on intake of cobalt-60 i35 1,Cuw0

microcuries. . - ... joi g 24 F*
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§Afc§x Equipment Failure

The fina) rule requires licensee: to report within 24 hours of
discovery any event in which equipment is disabled or fails to function
as designed if: (1) the equipment is required by regulation or license
condition to prevent releases and exposures exceeding regulatory limits,
or to mitigate the consequences of an accident, and (2) the equipment is
required to be available and operable when it is dr.abled or fails, and
(3) no redundant equipment is available and operable to perform the
required safety function when the failure occurs. This reporting
requirement includes equipment failure, equipment damage, and procedura)
errors which cause equipment to fail or be disabled.

The fina! requirement has been rewritten and clarified in severa)
ways. Only equipment that is required by regulation or license condition
ic covered by the rule. Furthermore, the equipment must be required to
prevent releases or exposures exceeding regulatory limits. The accident
consequences to be mitigated by the equipment include major property
damage, widespreed contamination of uncontrolled areas, or fatalities or
serious irjuries requiring medical treatment. The following are examples

of reportable events:

1. Failure of an interlock system required by regulation or license
condition that allows a door to an area to be opened when high

radiation levels exist in the area.

2. Damage to a filtered ventilation system required by regulation or

license condition that permits effluent air o bypass filters during
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operations. This bypass could result in efther releases exceeding
regulatory limits or exposing personnel to levels of airborne

radioactive material exceeding regulatory limits,

Failure of equipment or shielding materials required by regulation

or license cordition to shield radiation sources.

Failure of monitoring equipment required by regulation or license
condition to verify that safe criticality conditions exist while

special nuclear material is being handled.
Loss of water pressure which disables a sprinkler system during a
period when the availability of the system is required by regulation

or license condition.

This information is necessary to assure the Commission that when the

function of required safety equipment has been lost, the licensee has

taken appropriate action to compensate for the lost safety function or to

eliminate the hazard requiring the safety function. This information is

21so necessary to identify significant safety equipment failures that may

require prompt action. to prevent similar problems at other licensed

facilities.
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Personal Injury Events

The final rule requires licensees to report.within 24 hours of
discovery any event that requires unplanned medical treatment at a
medical facility of an individual with spreadable radioactive
contamination on the individual's clothing or body. This informetion is
necessary to assure the Commission that appropriaie actions have been
taken both to control the spread of contamination and to perform any
necessary decontamination. Prompt action may also be required to
investigate the cause of the injury and to prevent additional
contamination problems.

This requirement has been rewritten to clarify that only spreadable
contamination is covered by the rule and that planned medical treatments
known to cause spreadable contamination are not covered Ly the rule. The
exemption for first aid at 2 licensee maintained medical facility for a
superficial injury was deleted because the NRC agreed with commenters
that a significant contamination event could still occur even if the
injury was only superficial and the medical facility was licensed to
handle radioactive material. The NRC does not expect that deleting this
exemption will result in numerous reports of insignificant event, such as
a medical technician accidentally puncturing his hand with a syringe
containing a radiopharmaceutical because no report would be required if

spreadable contamination was-wemoved before first aid was rendered.

et /ot g
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Fires and Explosions

The final rule requires licensees to report,withig,?t hours of
discoveryﬂany unplanned fire o, any explosion damaging licensed material,
or any device, container, or equipment containing licensed material in
quantities greater than five times the lowest annual limit on intake
specified in Appendix B of Part 20 for the materi;1. This information is
necessary to assure the Commission that appropriate actions have been
taken to detect and control any releases that may have occurred, Prompt
action may be required to verify survey results and establish
radiological controls for recovery efforts, This requirement was revised
to specify unplanned fires and explosions so as to clarify that planned
applications of licensed material in fires and explosions by the military
or other licensees are not covercd by this rule. In response (o several
requests by commenters, an activity threshold of five times the lowest
annJa) intake limit was added to define what quantities of licensed
material are considered significant, This threshold is identical to the

| threshold for reporting contamination events and is chosen for the same

E reason. The requirement was also modified because the NRC agreed with

| one commenter t-at a 24-hour report should not be required if there is no
damage that affects the integrity of the licensed material or its container,

In the event of a fire or explosion, an immediate report would be

required if licensee personnel or firefighters were prevented by

protective actions that they would normally be able to perform (see

I

|

|

|

£,

| radiation hazards or other conditions from performing immediate

|

{ discussion above on Control of Licensed Material). However, if no
|
i
I
I
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immediate protective actions were prevented, but the licensed material or

its container sustained damage that affected the integrity of the
licensed material or its container, a 24-hour report would be required,
If within 24 hours of discovering the fire or explosion, the licensee has
not verified whether any reportable damage occurred, the licensee must

act conservatively and report the event,

Criticality Safety Events

In response to a suggestion by one commenter, an additiona)
reporting requirement has been added to the final rule that requires Pert
70 licensees to report as soon as possible after discovery any event that
places special nuclear material in & geometry unfaverable to criticality
safety. The NRC believes that this additional requirement clearly is
appropriate anu that requesting additional public comment 1s not
necessary. This information is needed to assure the Commission that
appropriate actior is taken to place the materia] in a safe geometry,
Prompt action may be required to correct unsafe conditions that could

result in a criticality accident,

43




Written Report

The requirement for a written report in the final rule is identical
to proposed rule except for a minor clarification that a report prepared
pursuant to other regulations may be submitted to fulfill this
requirement if the substituted report contains all of the necessary

information and the appropriate distribution is made,
Environmental Impact: Categorical Exclusion

The NRC has determined that this final rule is the type of action
described in categorical exclusion 10 CFR 51.22(c)(3). Therefore,
neither an environmental impact statement nor an environmental assessment

has been prepared for this regulation,
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement

This final rule amends information collection requirements that are
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (44 U,S5.C. 3501 et seq.).
These requirements were approved by the 0ffice of Management and Budget

approval numbers 3150-0009, 3150-0014, 3150-0017, and 3150-0020,

Public reporting burden for this collecticn of information is
estimated to average 4 hours per response, including the time for
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data neeued, and completing and reviewing the collection

of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any

a4



other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Information and Records Management Eranch
(MNBB-7714), U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commiss.on, Washington, DC 20555;
and to the Paperwork Reduction Project (3150-0014, 3150-0017, 3150-0020,
and 3150-0009), Office of Management and Budget, Washington, DC 20503.

Regulatory Analysis

The Commission has prepared a draft regulatory analysis on this
p:opesi?iregulation. The analysis examines the costs and benefits of the
alternatives considered by the Commission., The Commission requested
public comments on the draft regulatory analysis, but no comments were
received, MNo changes to the draft regulatory analysis are considered
necessary, S0 a new regulatory analysis has not been prepared for the
final rule. The draft analysis is available for inspection in the
NRC Public Document Room, 1220 L Street, NW (lower level),

Washington, DC.

Regulatory Flexibility Certification

As required by the Regulatory Flexibility Act, § U.S5.C. 605(b), the
Commission certifies that this rule will not have a significant economic
impact on a substantfal number of small entities, The final rule affects
approximately 9,100 licensees monitored by NRC under 10 CFR Par&gjlo. a0,
and 70. The licenses are issued to acedemic institutions, medical
institutions, and industrial entities. The final rule is being issued in

order to recduce misunderstandings by material licensees and to clarify

a5
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the types o7 events that must be reported to the NRC, No repor® would be
requived of licensees unless there is an incident involving licensed
material that meets the requirements specified in the amendments, Since
the revised reporting requirements are essent.ally the same as the
current reporting requirements, the impact on licensees should be

minimal,

Backfit Analysis

The NRC has determined that the backfit rule, 10 CFR 50,109, does
not apply to this final rule and therefore a backfit analysis is not
required because the amendments do not contain any provisions which would

impose backfits on licenseer as defined in § 50,109 (a)(1).

List of Subjects in 10 CFR Parts 20, 30, 40, and 70

10 CFR PART 20

Byproduct material, Licensed material, Nuclear materials, Nuclear

power plants and reactors, Occupational safety and health, Packaging and

containers, Penalty, Radiation protection, Reporting and recerdkeeping

requirements, Special nuclear material, Source material, Waste treatment

and disposal,
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10 CFR PART 30

Byproduct material, Government contracts, Intergovernmental
relations, Isotopes, Nuclear materials, Penalty, Radiation protection,

Reporting and recordkeeping requirements,
10 CFR PART 40

Government contracts, Hazardous materials-transporiation, Nuclear
materials, Penalty, Reporting and recordkeeping requirements, Source

material, Uranium,
10 CFR PART 70

Hazardous materials-transportation, Nuclear materials, Packaging and
containers, Penalty, Radiation protection, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Scientific equipment, Security measures, Special nuclear
material,

For the reasons set out in the preamble and under the authority of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, Ls amended, the Energy Reorganization Ac:
3 of 1974, as amended, and 5 U.S.C. 553, the NRC is adopting the following

| 3, 349,39
| 7 amendments to 10 CFR Parts 20, 3, /a\o, and 70,
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PART 20 - STANDARDS FOR PROTFCTION AGAINST RADIATION

1. The authority citation vor Part 20 continues to read as follows:

& :
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Authority: Secs. 53, 63, 6" 81, 103, 104, 161, 68 Stat. 930, 933,

935, 936, 937, 948, as amended (42 U.S.C, 2073, 2093, 2095, 2111, 2133,

2134, 77°C1); Secs, 201, a+ amended, 202, 206, 58 état. 1242, as amended,

12+4, 124€ {"2 ".5.C. 5841, 5642, 5846). Section 20.408 also issued under

Secs. 135, 141, Pub. L. 97-425, 96 Stat, 2232, 2241 (42 U.5.C, 10185, i0161).
For the purposes of Sec. 223, 68 Stet, 958, as amended (42 U.S.C.

2273); §%§ 20.101, 20.102, 20.103(a), (b), and (f), 20.104(a) and (b),

20,105(b), 20,106(a), 20.201, 20,202(a), 20.205, 20.207, 20.301, 20.303,

20,304, and 20.305 are iss.d under Sec., 161b, 58 Stat. 948, as amended

(42 U.S.C. 2201(b)); and §§ 20.102, 20.103(e), 20.401-20.407, 20.408(b),

and 20,409 are issued under Sec. 161c, 68 Stat, 950, as amended (42 U.S.C.

2201(0)).

§ 20.403 [Amended] ik i )
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2. In § 20.403, the semicolon and the word "or" following paragraph
(2)(2) are removed and a period is inserted, and the semicolon and the

word “"or" following paragraph (b)(2) are removed and a period is inserted,

&nd paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) are remcved.

3. In § 20,403, paragraph (d)(2) is amended by revising the area

code for the footnote from area code 202 to area code 301,
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§ 20.2202 [Amended)

4. In § 20,2202, the semicolon and the word "or" following paragraph
(a)(2) are removed and a period is inserted, and the semicolon and the
word "or" foliowing paragraph (b)(2) are removed and a period is inserted,

and paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) are removed,

PART 30 - RULE OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY TO DOMESTIC LICENSING OF
BYPRODUCT MATERIAL

5. The authority citation for Part 30 is revised to read as follows:

Authority: Sec. 81, 82, 161, 182, 183, 186, 68 Stat, 935, 948, 983,
954, 955, as amended, Sec. 234, B3, Stav. 444, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2111,
2112, 2201, 2232, 2233, 2236, 2282); Secs. 201, as amended, 202, 206, 88
Stat. 1242, as amended, 1244, 1246 (42 U.S.C. 5B41, 5842, 5B846).

Section 30.7 also issued under Pub, L., 95-601, Sec. 10, 92 Stat. 2981
(42 U.5.C, 5851). 3Section 30.34(b) also issued under Sec. 1Ba, 68, Stat,
954, as amended (42 U.S.C., 2234), Section 30.61 also issued under Sec,
187, 68 Stat. 955 (42 U.S.C, 2237).

For the purposes of Sec., 223, 68 Stat, 958, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2273); §%§ 30.3, 30.34(b)(c) and (f), and 30.41(a) and (c), and 30.53 are
issued under Sec. 161b, 68 Stat, 948, as amended (42 U,S.C. 2201(b)); and
§§ 30.6, 30.9, 30,36, 30.5. 30.51, 30,52, 30.55, and 30.56(b) and (c)
are issued under Sec. 16lo, 68 Stat., 950, as amended (42 U,5.C, 2201(v)).
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public, to be restricted for more than 24 hours by imposing additional

radiological controls or by prohibit .0 entry into the area, and

(11) involves a quantity of material areater than five times the
lowest annual 1imit on intake specified in Appendix B of §§ 20,1001.20,2401
of 10 CFR Part 20 for the material, and

(111) has access to the area restricted for a reason other than to
&¢llow isotopes with a half-life of less than 24 héurs to decay prior to
decontamination,

(2) Any event in which eauipment is disabled or fails to function
as designed “hen:

(1) the equipment is required by regulation or license condition to
prevent releases exceeding regulatory limits, to prevent exposures to radiation
and radioactiye materials exceeding regulatory limits, or to mitigate the
consequences of an accident. and

(11) the equipment is required to be available and operable when it
is disabled or fails to function, and

(1i1) no redundant equipment is available and operable to perform
the required safety function,

(3) Any event that requires unplanned medical treatment at & medical
facility of an individual with spreadable radioactive contamination on
the individual's clothing or body.

(4) Any unplanned fire or explosion damaging any licensed materia)
or any device, container, or equipment containing licenzed material when:

(1) the quantity of material involved is greater than five times the
lowest annual limit on intake specified in Appendix B of &§ 20,1001-20,2401
of 10 CFR Part 20 for the material, and
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(11) the damage affects the integrity of the licensed material or its
container,

(¢) Preparation and submission of reports. Reports made by licensees
in response to the requirements of this sectior must be made as follows:

(1) Licensees shall make reports required by paragraphs (a) and (b)

1 1o the

of this section by telephone to the NRC Operations Center,
extent that the information is available at the t;me of notification, the
information provided in these reports must include:

(1) The caller's name and call back telephone number;

{(11) A description of the event, including date and time;

(111) The exact location of the event;

(iv) The isotopes, ocuzntities, and chemical and physical form of
the licensed material involved; and

{v) Any personnel radiation exposure data avaiiable,

(2) Written report, Each licensee who makes a report required by
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section shall submit a written follow-up report
within 30 days of the initial report, Written reports prepared pursuant
to other regulations may be submitted to fulfill this requirement if the
reports contain all of the necessary information and the appropriate
distribution is made. These written reports must be sent to the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Document Control Desk, Washington, DC z0555, with
a copy to the appropriate NRC Regional office listed in Appendix D of 10
CFR Part 20, The reports must include the following --

1The commerical telephone number for the NRC Operations Center is

(301) 951-0550.
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(1) A description of the event, including the probable cause and
the manufacturer and model number (if applicable) of any equipment that
failed or malfunctioned;

{11) The exact location of the event;

(111) The isotopes, quantities, and chemica) and physical form of
the licensed material involsed;

(iv) Date and time of the event;

{v) Corrective actions taken or planned and the results of any
evaluations or assessments; and

(vi) The extent of exposure of individuals to radiation or to radicactive
materials without identification of individuals by name,

(3) The provisions of § 30.50 do not apply to licensees subject to
the notification requirements in § 50,72, They do apply to those Pary 50
licensees possessing material licensed under Part 30, who are not subject

to the notification requirements in § 50,72,

PART 31 - GENERAL DOMESTIC LICENSES FOR BYPRODUCT MATERIAL

€. The authority citation for Part 31 continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 81, 161, 183, 68 Stat, 935, 948, 954, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2111, 2201, 2233); secs. 201, as amended, 202, 88 Stat, 1242,
¢s amended, 1244 (42 U.S.C. 5841, 5842).

Section ?1.6 is also issued under sec, 274, 73 Stat, 688 (42 U.S.C.
2021).

For the purposts of sec, 223, 68 Stat, 958, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2273); §§ 31.5 (c)(1)-(3) and (" -1¥), 31.8(c), 31.10(b), and 31.11(b),
(¢), and (d) are issued under sec. 161b, 68 Stat. Y48, as amended (42 U.S.C.
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+c01(b); and §6 31,5 (c)(a), (5), (8), and 31.11(b) and (&) are issued
under sec., 1€1o, 68 Stat, 950, as amended (42 U,S.C, 2201(0)).

§ 31.2 [Amended)
9. In § 31,2, paragraph (a) is revised to read as follows:

L 31.2 Terms and conditions.

(a) The general licenses provided in this part are subject to the
provisions of §§ 30.14(d), 30.34(a) to (e), 30,41, 30.50 to 30,63 and Parts
{ JIP

§ 31.8 [Amended’
10. In § 31.8, paragraph {c) is revised to read as follows:

§ 31.8 Americium-241 in the form of calibration or reverence sources,

* * * * -

{c) The general license in paragraph (a) of this sect‘on is subject
to the provisions of §§ 30.14(d), 30.34(a) to (e), and 30.50 to 30.63 of

this chapter, and ...

- - * * -
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PART 34 « LICENSES FOR RADIOGRAPHY AND RADIATION SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR
RADIOGRAPHIC OPERATIONS

11, The authority citation for Part 34 continues t» read as follows:

Authority: Secs, 81, 161, 182, 183, 68 Stat. 935, 948, 953, s54, as
amended, (42 U.S.C. 2111, 2201, 2232, 2233); sec..zol, 88 Stat, 1242, as
amended (42 U.5.C, 5841),

Section 34.32 also issued under sec. 206, B8 Stat, 1246, (42 U.S.C.
5846).

For the purposes of sec, 223, 68 Stat, 958, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2273); §834,22, 34,23, 24,24, 34,25 (a), (b), and (d), 34,08, 34.29, 34.31,
(a) and (b), 34.32, 34,33, (a), (c), and (d) 34.41, 34.42, 34.43(a), (b),
and (c), and 34.44 are issued under sec. 161b, 68 Stat, 948, as amended
(42 U.5.C, 2201(b)); and §8§34.11(d), 34.25 (c) and (d), 34.26, 34.27, 34.28(b),
34,29(¢c), 34.31(c), 34.33 (b) and (e), and 34.43(d) are issued under sec.
1610, 68 Stat, 950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2201(0)).

§ 34,30 [Amended]
12, In §& 34,30, paragraph {(a) is revised co read as follows:
§ 34,30 Reporting requirements.

(a) In addition to the reporting requirements specified in § 30.50

and under other sections of this chapter, ...

- * * - *
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PART 39 - LICENSES AND RADIATION SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
FOR WELL LOGG"™G

13. The authority citation for Part 39 continues to read as follows:
.

Authority: Secs. 53, 57, 62, 63, 65, 69, 81: 82, 161, 182, 1R3, 186,
68 Stat, 929, 930, 932, 935, 934, 935, 948 953, 954, 955, as amended,
$.C. 234, B3 Stat, 424, as amended (42 U,S5.C. 2073, 2077, 2092, 2093, 2095,
2099, 2111, 2112, 2201, 2232, 2233, 2236, 2282); Secs. 201, as amended,
202, 206, B8 Stat, 1242, as amended, 1244, 1246 (42 U,S.C. 5841, 5842,
5846 ).

For the purposes of Sec, 223, 68 Stat. 958, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2273); &6 39,15, 39.17, 39.31-39,581, 39,61-39.77 are issued under sec.
161b, 68 Stat, 948, as amended (42 U.5.C. 2201(b); and §§ 39.15, 39.33 -
39.43, 39.61 - 39,67, 39.73 - 39.77 are issued under sec, 16lo, 68 Stat,
950 as amended (42 U,S5.C. 2201 (o)).

§ 39,77 [Amended)
14, In § 39,77, paragraph (b) is revised to read as follows:

§ 39.77 Notification of incidents and lost sources, abandonment procedures

for irretrievable sources.

* - * * *

(b) The licensee shall notify the Commission of the theft or loss of

radioactive materials, radiation overexposures, excessive levels and
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concentrations of raciation, and certain other accidents as required by

§6 20,402, 20,403, 20.405, and 30.50 of this chapter,

* * * * *

PART 40 - DOMCSTIC LICENSING OF SOURCE MATERIAL
15. The authority citation for Part 40 is revised to read as follows:

Authority: Secs., 62, 63, 64, 65, 81, 161, 182, 183, 186, 68 Stat.
932, 933, 935, 948, 953, 954, 955, as amended, Secs. 1le(2), 83, 84, Pub,
L. 95-604, 92 Stat., 3033, as amended, 3039, sec. 234, 83 Stat, 444, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2014 (e)(2), 2092, 2093, 2094, 2095, 2111, 2113, 2114,
2201, 2232, 2233, 2236, 2282); Sec. 274, Pub. L. B6-373, 73 Stat., 688 (42
U.S.C. 2021); Secs., 201, as amended, 202, 206, 8B Stat. 1242, as amended,
1244, 1246 (42 U,.S.C, 5841, 5842, 5846); Sec, 37%¢, 92 Stat, 3021, as amended
by Pub. L. 97-415, 96 Stat. 2067 («2 U.S.C, 20°2).

Section 40.7 also issued under Pub, L. 9% -601, Sec. 10, 92 Stat., 2951
(42 U.5.C. 5841) Section 40.31(g) also issued under Sec. 122, 68 Stat,
939 (42 U.5.C. 2152). Section 40.46 also issued under Sec. 184, 68 Stat,
954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2234), Section 40.71 also issued under Sec.
187, 68 Stat. 955 (42 U.S.C. 2777).

For the purposes of Sec. 68 Stat. 958, as amended (42 U.S.C,
2273); §§ 40.3, 40.25(d)(1)-(s), 40.35(a)~(d), and (f) 40.41(b) and (c),
40.46, 40.51(a) and (c), and 40.63 are issued under Sec, 161b, 68 Stat.
948, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2201(b)); and §§ 40.5, 40.9, 40.25(c), (d)(3),
and (4), 40.26(c)(2), 40.35(e), 40.42, 40.60, 40,61, 40,62, 40.64, and
40,65 are issued under Sec, 161n, 68 Stat, 950, as amended (42 U.S5.C. 2201(0)).
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§ 40,60 Reporting requirements,

(a) Immediate report, Cach licensee shall notify the NRC as soon
as possible but not later than 4 hours after the Jiscovery of any event |
that prevents immediate protective actions necessary to avoid exposures
to radiation or radicactive materfals that could exceed regulatory limits
or releases of licensed material that could exceed regulatory limits (events
may include fires, explosinns, toxic gas roloales: etc. ).

(b) Twenty-four hour report, Each licensee shal) “fy the NRC
within 24 hours after the discovery of any of the followi g events involving
1icensed material:

(1) Any unplanned contamination event tha.:

") requires access to the contaminated area, by workers or the public,
to be restricted for more than 24 hours by imposing additional radiologica)
controls or by prohibiting entrv into the area, and

(11) involves a quantity of materia)l greater than five times the lowest
annual 1imit on intake specified in Appendix B of §& 20.1001-20,240]1 of
10 CFR Part 20 for the .Jterial, and

(141) has access to the area restricted for a reason other than to
allow isotopas with » half-1ife of less than 24 hours to decay prior to
decontamination,

(2) Any event in which equipment is disabled . fails to furction
as designed when:

(1) the equipment is required by regulation or license condition to
prevent reieases exceeding regulatory limits, to prevent exposures to radiation
and radioactive materials exceeding ragulalory limits, or to mitigate the

consequences of an accident, and
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(11) the equipment 1s required to be available and oper. “le when it

fs disabled or fails to function, and
(141) no redundant equipment 1s available and operable to perform
the required safety function,
(3) Any event that requires unplanned medical treatment at & medica)
facility of an individual with spreadable radioactive ..ntamination on
tre individeal's clothing or body. |
(4) Any unplanned fire or explosion damaging any licensed materia)
or any device, container, or equipment containing licensed material when:
(1) the quantiiy of material involved 1s greater than five times
the lowest annya' limit on intake specified in Appendix B of §§ 20,1001-20,2401
of 10 CFR Part 20 for the material, and
(11) the dar ge affects the integrity of the licensed material or
its container
(¢) Preparation and submission of reports., Reports made by )icensees
in response to the requirements of this section must be made as follows:
(1) Licensees sha)l make rep: “ts required by paragraphs (a) and (b)

1 To the extent

of this section by telephone to the NRC Operations Center,
tnit the information is available at the time of notification, the information
provided in these reports must include:

(1) The celler's name and cal) back telephone number;

{11) A description of the event, including date and time;

(111) The exact location of the event;

lThe commerical telephone number for the NRC Operatiors Center is

(301) 951-0850,
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(fv) The isotopes, quantities, and chemical and physical form of
the licensed material involved; and

(v) Any personne) radiation exposure data avafilable,

(2) MWritten report, Each licensee who makes a report requirsd by
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section shall submit a written followsup report
within 30 days of the initia) report. MWritten reports prepared pursuant
to other regulations may be submitted to fulfill ihis requirement 1f the
reports contain all of the necessary information and the appropriate
distribution s made, These written reports must be sent to the 1.5, Nuclear
Regulatory Co.’ ission, Document Control Desk, Washington, DC 20656, with
@ copy to the appropriate NRC regional office listed in Appendix D of 10
CFR Part 20, The reports must include the following -

(1) A description of the event, including the probable cau’ : and
the manufacturer and mode) number (if applicable) of any equipment that
failed or malfunctioned;

(11) The exact location of the event;

(414) The isotopes, quantities, and chemical and physical form of
the 1icensed material involved;

(iv) Date and time of the event;

(v) Corrective actions taken or planned and the results of any
evaluations or assessments; and

(vi) The extent of exposure of individuals to radiation ur to
radioactive materials without identification of individuals by name,

(2) ‘The provisions of § 40,60 do not apply to licensees subject to
the notification requirements in § 50,.72. They do apply to those Part 50
licensees possessing material licensed under Part 40 who are not subject

to the notification requirements in & 50,72,




.y

PART 70 « DOMESTIC LICENSING OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL
19, The authority citation for Part 70 is revised to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 51, 53, 161, 182, 183, 68 Stat, 929, 930, 948, 963,
954, as amended, Sec. 234, B3 Stat, 444, as amended (42 U.S.(, 2071, 2073,
2201, 2232, 2233, 228¢); Secs, 201, as amended, 262. 204, 206, BB Stat,
1242, as amended, 1244, 1245, 1246, (42 U.5.C. 5841, 5842, 5845, 5846),

Sections 70.1(c) and 70,20a(b) also issued under Secs. 135, 141, Pub,
L. 97-425, 96 Stat, 2232, 2241 (42 U.S.C. 10155, 10161). Section 70.7
also 1ssued under Pub, L, 95-601, sec, 10, 92 Stat, 2951 (42 U.5.C. 5B851),
Section 70.21(g) also issued under Sec, 122, 6B Stat, 939 (42 U.5.C, 2152).
Section 70.31 also :ssued under Sec, 57d, Pub, L. 93-377, BB Stat, 475
(42 U.S.C, 2077), Sections 70,36 and 70.44 also issued under Sec. 184,

68 Stat, 954, as amended (42 U.5.C, 2234), Section 70,61 also issued under
Secs. 186, 187, 68 Stat, 955 (42 U.S.C. 2236, 2237). Section 70,62 also
fssued under Sec. 108, 68 Stat, 939, as amended (42 U.5.C. 2138).

For the purposes of Sec, 223, 68 Stat, 958, as amended (42 U,S5.C,
2273); 6§ 70.3, 70.19(¢), 70.21(c), 70.22(a), (b), (d)=(k), 70.24(e) and
(b), 70.32(a)(3), (8), (6), (d), and (1), 70,36, 70.39(b) and (c), 70.41(a),
70.42(a) and (c), 70.56, 70.57(b), (c), and (d), 70.58(a)-(g)(3), and (h)-(])
are issued under Sec, 161b, &8 Stat, 948, as amended (42 U.S.C, 2201 (b));
§§ 70.7, 70.20a(a) and (d), 70.20b(c) and (e), 70.21(c), 70.24(b), 70.32(a)(6),
(c), (d), (e), and (g), 70.36, 70.5i(c)-(g), 70.56, 70.57(b) and (d), and
70.58 (a)-(g) (3) and (h)-(j) are issued under Sec, 1611, 68 Stat, 949,
as amended (42 U.5.C. 2201(1)); and §§ 70.5, 70,9, 70.20b(d) and (e), 70,38,
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70.51(b) and (i) 70,50, 70,62, 70,53, 70,54, 70.56, 70.58 (g)(4), (k),
and (1), 70,59, and 70.60(b) and (c) are issued under Sec. 1610, 68 Stat,
950, as amended (42 U,5.C, 2201(0)).

§ 70.8 [Amended)
20, In § 70.8, paragraph (b) 1s revised to read as follows:

§70.8 Information collection requirements: OMB approval,
* . * . N
(b) The approved information collection requirements contained in
this part appear in §§ 77,19, 70.20a, 70.20b, 70,21, 70,22, 70.24, 70,32,
70,33, 70,34, 70,38, 70,39, 70,50, 70,51, 70.%2, 70,53, 70.57, 70.58, 70,59,
and 70,60,

§ 70,19 [Amended)
21, In § 70,19, paragraph (c) is revised to read as follows:

§70.19 General license for calibration or reference sources.
* . * * .
(¢) The general license in paragraph (a) of this section is subject
to the provisions of §§ 70.32, 70.50, 70,81, 70,52, 70,56, 70,56, 70.61,
70,62, and 70,71, and to the provisions of Parts 19, 20, and 21 of this



chapter, 1In addition, persons who receive title to, own, acquire, deliver,
receive, possess use or transfer one or more calibration or reference sources

pursuant to this general license:

- » . . .

22, A new § 70,50 under “Special Nuclear Materia) Contro), Record:,

Reports and Inspections” is added to read as follows:

§ 70.50 Reporting requirements,

(a) Immediste report, Each licensee shall notify the NRC as soon
as possible but not later than & hours after the discovery of v event
that:

(1) prevents immediate protective actions necessary to avoid exposures
to radiation or radicactive materials that cculd exceed regulatory limits
or releases of licenszd materia)l that could exceed regulatory limits (events
may include fires, explcsions, toxic gas releases, etc.), or

(2) places specia) nuclear material in a geometry unfavorable to
criticality safety,

(b} Twenty.four hour\&oport. Each 1icensee shall notify the NRC
within 24 hours after the aiscovery of any of the following events involving
licensed material:

(1) Any unplanned contamination event that:

(1) requires access to the contaminated are), by workers ¢r the public,
to be restricted for more than 24 hours by imposing additional radiological

controls or by prohibiting entry into the area, and
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(44) involves a quantity of material greater than five times the lowest
annual 1imit on intake specified in Appendix B of §§ 20,1001-20,2401 of
10 CFR Part 20 for the material, and

(111) has access to the area restricted for a reason other than to
allow isotopes with a half-1ife of less than 24 hours to decay prior to
decontamination,

(2) Any event ‘n which equipment is disab!t& or fails to function
as designed when:

(1) the ejuipment is required by regulation or licensee condition
to prevent releases exceeding regulatory limits, to prevent exposures to
radiation and radioactive materials exceeding regulatory limits, or to
mitigate the cocnsequences of an accident, and

(11) the equipment is required to be available and operable when it
is disabled or fails to functiuvn, and

(111) no redundant equipment 15 available and operable to perform
the required safety function,

(3) Any event that requires unplanned medical treatment at a medica)
facility of an individual with spreadable radioactive contamination on
the individual's clothing or body.

(&) Any unplanned fire or explosion damaging any )icensed materia)
or any device, container, or 2quipment containing licensed material when

(1) the quantity of materia) involved is greater than five times
the lowest annua® 1imit on intake specified in Appendix B of §§ 20,1001.20,240]
of 10 CFR Part 20 for the material, and

(11) the damage affects the integrity of the licensed material or

its container,
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(¢) Preparation and submissior of reports, Reports made by icensees

in response to the requirements of thig section must be made as fo'iows:
(1) Licensees shall meke reports requirved by paragraphs (a) and (b)

1 To the extent

of this section by telephone to the NRC Operations Center,

(1) The caller's name and cal) back telephone number;

(14) A description of the event, including date and time;

(111) The exact location of the event; .

(fv) The isotopes, quantities, and chemical and physical form of
“2e licensed material involved; and

{v) Any personnel radiation exposure data available,

(2) wWritten report, Fach Yicensee who makes & report required by
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section shall prepare a written followup report
within 30 days of the initia) report. Written reports prerared pursuant
to other regulations may be submitted tu fulfi11 this requirement if the
reports contain all of the necessary information and the appropriate
distribution 1s made. These written rerorts must be sent to the U.5, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Document Control Desk, Washington, DC 20685, with
a copy to the appropriate NRC regional office l1isted in Appandix D of 10
that the information is available a* "e time of notifization, the
information provided in these reports must include: C(FR Part 20, The
reports must include the following «-

(1) A description of the event, including the probable cause and
the manufacturer and mode) riumber (if applicable) of any equipment that

fatled or malfunctioned;

the commerical telephone number for the NRC Operations Center s

(301) 951-0.50.
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(11) The exect location of the event;

(114) The ‘sotopes, quantities and chemical and physical form of
the licensed material involved;

(1v) Date and time of the event;

(v) Cr “ective actions token or planned and the results of any
evaluations .~ assessments; and

(vi) The extent of exposure of individuale t; radiation or to
radioactive materials without identif’cation of individuals by name,

(3) The previsions of § 70,50 do not apply to licensees subject to
the notification requirements in § 50,72, They do apply to those Part 50
1icensees possessing material licensed under Part 70 who are not subject
to the notification requirements in § 50,72

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this_  day of A
1991,

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

Jame, M, Taylor Ly
Executive Director for Operations
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\ UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, O C 20866

Feant

The Honorable Peter M, Kostmayer, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment
Committee on Interior and Irsular Affairs
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20615

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment
and the Committee on Insular Affairs is a copy of the Federa) Register notice
of a final rule that will amend the rcportin’ requirements for material
licensees to ensure that events having significant implication for public
health and safety are properiy reported. cCertain sections of 10 CFR 20,403
are being deleted because these criteria do not adequately define events with
significant implications for public health and safety, The deleted sections
are bcing replaced with new criterfa in Parts 30, 40, and 70 that will more

y

accurately define potertially significant events affecting health and safety of
the public and the 2nvironment,

The proposed rule on this subject was published in the Federal Register on

Mag 14, 1990, (55 FR 19890). The NRC received 40 letters of comment on this
subject, The NRC staff has identified 66 separate topics, which are responded
to in the Federa) Register notice. Revisions, mainly clarifying and editorial,
have been made in the Tinal rule as a result of the comments rezeived.

Sincerely,

Eric §. Beckjord, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

¢c: The Honorable John J, Rhodes



,’. \ UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

&)

The Henorable Bob Graham, Chairman
Subcomiittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Environment and Pub)ic Works
United States Senate

Washirgton, DC 20517

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the informatinn of the Subconmittee on Energy and the Environment
and the Committee on Insular Affairs is a copy of the Federal Register notice
of a final rule that will amend the roporting requirements for materia)
licensees to ensure that events having significant implication for public
health and safety are properly reported. Certain sections of 10 CFR 20,403
are being deleted because these criteria do not adequately define events with
significant implications for public health and safety. The deleted sections
are being replaced with new criteria in Parts 30, 40, and 70 that will more
accurately define potentially significant events affecting health and safety of
the public and the environment,

The proposed rule on this subject was published in the Federal Register on

May 14, 1990, (55 FR 19890), The NRC received 40 letters of comment on this
subject, “he NRC staff has identified 66 separate topics, which are responded
to in the Federal Register notice. Revisions, mainly clarifying and editorial,
have been made in the final rule as a resull of the comments received,

Sincerely,

Eric S, Beckjord, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

cc: The Honorable Alan K, Simpson
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The Honorable Philip R, Sharp, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment
and the Committee on Insular Affairs is a copy of the federal Register notice

of a final rule that will amend the reportin’ requirements for material
licensees to ensure that events having significant implication for public

healtn and safety are properly reported. Certain sections of 10 CFR 20,402

are being deleted because these criteria do not adequately define events with
significant implications for public health and safety. The deleted sections

are boin? replaced with new criteria in Parts 30, 40, and 70 that will more
accurately define potentially significant events affecting health and safety of .
the public and the environment,

The proposed rule on this subject was published in the Federal Register on

Ma{ 14, 1990, (55 FR 19890). The N°C received 40 letters of comment on this
subject, The NRC staff has idertified 66 separate topics, which are responded
to in the Federal Register notice. Revisions, mainly clarifying and editorial,
have been made in the final rule as a result o* the comments received,

Sincerely,

Eric S. Beckjord, Director

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

¢c: The Honorable Carlos J. Moorhead
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DRAFT PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is amending the reporting requirements in
10 CFR 20,403 (new §20,1202) to ensure thut events having significant
ifmplications for public health and safety are properly reported,

Paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(3), and (b)(4) of §20,403 dealing with loss of
operation and cost of damage are being de'eted because the staff believes these
criteria do not adequately define events with significant implications for
public health and safety, The deleted sections are being replaced with new
criteria in Parts 20, 40, &nd 70, The staff believes the new criteria will
more accurately define potentially significant eve. ts affect ing the health and
safety of the public and the environment, The fina)l rule containg administrative
changes to requirements for general licenses. These chan?os specify that
eneral licensees who were previously recuired to report incidents pursuant to

he deleted requirements, must continue to report incidents pursuant to the new
reporting requirements,

Revisions to Part 50 are no. needed because similar reporting requirements are
81ready addressed in §50.72, Part 50 licensees snbject to the requirements in

§50,72 are spocificnllgotxcmptod from this rule to avoid confl*cting regulations,

Howeve“, certain Part Vicenses (e.g., research and test reactory) are not
currant{y subject to the reporting requirements in §50.72., 1f they possess
material licensed under Parts 30, 40, or 70, they will be subject to the new
reporting reguirements,

The intent of these amendments to is require prompt reports to the NRC of safety
related events that may require prompt or immediate action to insure the health
and safety of the public and the environment, The NRC will evaluate the hazard
and the corrective actions taken by the licensee ind may dispatch NRC staff to
the site of the event, activate the NRC incident response center, or issue
warnings of generic hazards to other licensees.
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DAILY STAFF NOTES
OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY RESEAPCH

Final Rule Signed by EDO

On , 1991, The Executive Director for Operations approved a final
ru1e ERaT amends 10 CFR Parts 20, 30, 40, and 70, This rulemaking wil) amend
the reporting requirements for material iicensees to ensure that events having
a significant implication for public helath and safety are properly reported,
Certain sections of 10 CFR 20.473 are being deleted because these criteria do

t ld.quuttl* define events with significant implications for public health
ond safety, The deleted sections are being replaced with new criteria in
Parts 30, 40, and 70 that wil) more accurately define significant events
affecting the health and safety of the public and the environment,

This notice informs the Commission that, in accordance with the rulemaking
authority delegated to the EDO, the FDO has signed this final rule and proposes
to forward it on te ‘ne Office 6" the Federal Negister for
publication, unleSs otherwise di:- - ted by the Conmission,




