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CONTAll1 MENT HATCH TEMPORARY TilIRD DOOR
BLOCKED OPEN DURING FUEL MOVTMENT
P_QJNT BEACil NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 2

Enclosed is Licensee Event Ropert 91-003-00 for Point Beach
Nuclear Plant, Unit 2. This report is being i11cd in accordance
with 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (i) , "Any operation or condition
prohibited by the plant's Technical Specifications." This report
describes the blocking open of the temporary third door of a
containment hatch during fuel movement on October 10, 1991.

Please contact us if there are any questions. '

Very truly yours,

'
- -

,

Jame J. Zacht

Vido President
(. N0 clear Power

Enclosure

Copy to: NRC Regional Administrator, Region III
| NRC Resident Inspector
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ABSTRACT:

j At approximately 1250 on October 10, 1991, with Unit 2 in refueling
i shutdown with fuel movement in progress, contractor personnel blocked

open the temporary third door to the personnel hatch on the containment "

66 foot elevation. This is in violation of Technical Specification
,

Section 15.3.8.1, which states, "A temporary third door on the outside of
the personnel lock shall be in place whencycr both doors in a perconnel
Jcck are open." The door remained open until approximately 1325 when it
:was shut by a plant employee who recognized that the door was open in
violation of Technical Specifications.
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CAUSE AND CORRECTIVE ACTION:

The cause of this event is personnel error. The personnel who are best
suited to control the temporary third door's position, namely the
security officers stationed at the containment accessos during refueling
outages, were not knowledgeable of the requirements concerning the
temporary third doors. Additionally, contractors woro not adequately
alerted to the need to keep thL temporary door closed.

Immodiato correctivo actions took place when the outor third door was
shut at approximately 1325. At the same timo, the security officer who
was posted at the hatch was informed of the requirement to koop the door
closed during refueling outages. Additionally, signs woro posted on both
the upper and lower temporary third doors stating the requitomont that
those doors be closed during periods of fuel movement. Those signs woro
posted at approximately_1340 by a member of Operations.

In order to-ensure that this event does not occur in the futuro, soveral
long-term corrective actions have taken place. First, a revision to the
refueling procedure has boon implemented that requires the posting of
signs on both the uppu and lower temporary third doors prior to the
commencoment of fuel movement. Those signs state the requirement that
the door must remain closed because fuel movement is in progross. Thoso
signs are required to remain in place for the duration of fuel movement.
Second, security personnel were briefed on the requirements concerning
the personnel locks during refueling outages. Sinco security personnel
are stationed in those locations during refueling outages, they.will
supplomont the signs as another means to ensure that the requirements
concernirig these doors are mot.

.REPORTABILITYA

This Licensco Event Report is being filed in accordar.co with 10 CFR
50.73 (a) (2) (1) , "Any operation or condition prohibited by the plant's
Technical Specifications." A four-hour Red Phone report was not a
required response to this event.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT:

There were no safety consequences from this event. The temporary third
door-was capable of being shut with minimal effort if it had boon
necessary.. Additionally, Point Beach Nuclear Plant Abnormal Operating
Procedure BD, " Irradiated Fuel Handling Accident in Containment,"
requires the core loading supervisor or his designated alternate to
verify the temporary third doors closed following a fuel-hendling
accident in containment. The health and safety of plant personnel and

| the public were not endangered.
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SIMILAR OCCURRENCES

A review of Licenseo Event Reports was performed, and no similar events i
were found. Ilowever, NRC Inspection Report 88022 for Unit 2 transmitted '

by NRC January 9, 1989, included a Notice of Violation which was issued
as a result of a violation of Technical Specification 15.3.8.1. The
specific violation concerned the fact that refueling was under way inside
the " nit -2 containment on October 17, 1988, with cables running through
the c.ontainment hatch and the temporary third door. These cables
provented the airlock doors from being shut. In our reply to the Notico
of Violation, a commitment was made to conduct refueling operations with
the temporary third door in place and closed.
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