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' Subjects Dociat No. 50-482: Licensee Event. Report 91-017-00

Gent 1emen:--

The,-attached Licensee Event' Report (LER) is _-being submitted pursuant .to :
10 CFR150.73 (a)-(2)i(1)1 -and: 50.73(a)(vii)_ concerning a Technical'

-Specification violation that.could_have caused the inoperability of a system-: -

- designed to-control the release-of radiation.
-,
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' 'Very truly yours.

.

,-

' tr[~:
John A. Bailey _I

-{_.Vice President- |
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_ Operations.
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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)-;
I

1AAAL I PAMit it (?) MghfeCLlTV esAMC(1) Wolf Creek Generating Station 015101010141812.,1 orl0iS
"''El') Failure to rollon Procedure By Propping Door Open Results in Potential Inoperability

of Fuel. Building and. Auxiliary Building Emergency Exhaust Systems
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Merlin G. Williams - Manager Plant Support
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CE Septaber 21,1991, at 0748 cur, Security personnel notified Control Rom
operators that a Fuel Building / Auxiliary Bd Wng pmssure boundary door ms
foundwmud open without-a continuous watch having been establishr'.-
Subsequent evaluation concluded that with this_ door open, the_ Fuel Building

^

and Auxiliary Building Diergency Exhaust Systems (EF.9) may not hav9 been able
to maintain a negative pressure greater than nr equal to .25 inch Water Gauge
. independently as requiral by Technical Specification 3.7_.7 and 3.9.13 fo: Fuel
Building and Auxiliary Building EES operability.

The root' cause of this event is failure to follow procedures by the craftsmen
who propped the door open to move scaffolding through the door. Ib prevent.
recurrence of this event, the Manager Modifications has ' discussed this event-
and its ramifications with his craftsmen's supervision. Mditionally, a
Security Special Order has been issued to enhance the administrative controls -

for naintaining pressure boundary doors closed.
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On Septcnnber 21, 1991, at approximtoly 0748 CW, Socurity personrmi notiflod
control Hocrn oratutors that a No1 Ikdlding[ND)/ Auxiliary Duilding [lF)
pressuru boundary door [!O/NP-Oft) ma found prqprd opan without a continuous
etch having loon ostablishcd. Subsoquant evaluation concluded that with this ,

door open, the v ol Duilding ard Auxiliary Du11 ding iterrpicy IWust Systasnsu
(Ims) my not have bean able to nnintain a negativo pressuru greator than or

,

equal to .25 inch Water Gauge indopardently as ruquind by Tochical
Specification (T/8) 3.7.7 and 3.9.13 for Fuel Building and Auxiliary Duilding

_

'

IIS oporability. %orufero, this ovant is being ruported pursuant to 10 Crit
50.73(a)(2)(1)(D) and 10 Cim 50.73(a)(2)(v11).

EgGIITIGl QF WIRf15

On Septcenbar 20, 1991, at 1842 C W , Security personnel took Dwr 15071 (lo/te-
DR) off-line to facilitate the novmont of scaffolding through Door 15071 into
Door 1507A by liodifications craftenon. Door 15071 is located betwnan the Fuol

- Duilding and Auxiliary Duilding. Daor 15071 is a f1.ru door and also serves as
part of the FIS pressure boundary. A Security Officer, who ma posted at
nearby Door 1507A, 28 infonnod to provido alann assessnent and nonitor access
for the door during the transfer of equipment through Door 15071. We
craftanun ontotud the atua and wozu informd by the Security Officer that '

scmoone would nood to hold t..o door open ard be responsible for closing the-
door when they were finished sinco it ma a pressurn bourdary door.
Subsequently, the craftunun propped Door 15071 open with a spaol of rope and-
cmmanced the transfer of equipent through tho door.

,

On Septanbar 21, 1991, at approxinntely 0330 CW, the craftamn, whoso shift
ma to in arding soon, stopp:d the transfer of equipent. W o Security
Officer then tuturned to nonitoring only Door 1507A as originally postcd.
Following the Security Shift turnover at approxistely 0700 CN, the on-ocraing
Security Dfficer posted at Door 1507A rooognized that Door 15071 requitud a
continuous watch while propped open. On Soptanbor 21, I?91, at 0748 CW,
Security personnel notified Control Ikxxn operators th'it Door 15071 was found
propped open without a continuous etch having boon ostablished ard the dcor
ms inrediately securrd.
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%o Auxiliary Duilding DE onsums that any radicactivo untorials lenking fIun
the Dicryoney Corn Cooling Systun [JE) aquirnant widtin the Auxiliary Building
follcwing a loss of coolant accident are filtenxi prior to nnching the
envirannant. 'Iwchnical spocification 3.7.7 requires two operable irdgendant
Auxiliary Ibilding DE witilo in Wdo 1, pcuur Operation, through 14cdo 4, Ibt
Shutdown. With ano Auxiliary Building DE inoperable, T/S 3.7.7 mIulius
restoration of the inoperable systun to oporablo status widtin 7 days or to bo
in at Icost llot Standby within the next 6 hours ard in Cold Shutdcun within
the folicwing 30 hours. 'Pachnical Specification 3.7.7 does not provido an
action in the ovent both Auxiliary Building DS are inoperablo. Consequently,
entry into T/S 3.0.3 is minind if toth Auxiliary Dailding DE aru
inoperablo. In part, opurubility of the Auxiliary Dailding DE nust be
dwanstrated by verifying that the systan unintains the Auxiliary Building at
a negativo pressure of greater than or equal to .25 inch Water Gauge rulative
to the outsido atnesphore during systan operation.

1dditionally, 'Ibchnical Specification 3.9.13 for the Fuel Duilding EIE
ruquirus tw operable independant Fuel Building DE whenever irradiated fuel
is in the opent fuel pool. Wo Fuol Dailding EEE ansures that all radioactive
natorial released frun an irradiated fuel asambly will be filtami through
the itEPA filtors and charcoal adsortur prior to dischargo to tho atmsphere.
With one Fuel Building EES inoperable, T/S 3.9.13 allcus fuel novmont within
the fuel storago areas or crano operation with loads over the fuel storago
anns to procesi pmvidad the operablo INel Building DE is in operation and
discharging through at least one train of IIEPA filters and charcoal
adsorbers. With tw Fuel Building EES inorntwblo, T/S 3.9.13 ruquires
suspanding all operations , wolving novment of fuel within the fuel storage
areas or crano operation with loads over the fuel storage ami until at lodst
ono Fuel Building EES is restorud to operable status. In Inrt, operability of
the Fuel Building EES nust be dmonstrated by verifying a negativo pressure of
gruater than or equal to .25 inch Water Gaugo relative to the outsido
atnesphoto during systun operation.

Subsequent evaluation concluded that with Door 15071 propped open, the
Auxiliary Building ard Fuel Duilding EES nay not have boon able to naintain
negativo pressures greater than or equal to .25 inch Water Gauge independently
as required by T/S 3.7.7 and 3.9.13 for Fuel Building and Auxiliary Building
EES operability. Although this evahmtion concluded that loth EES win
inoperable, the action statment for T/S 3.9.13 for loth Fuel Dailding EES
baing operable ws not during the tine Door 15071 ws pro 1Txxl open. B3cause
T/S 3.7.7 does not provido an action for both Auxiliary Building EES leing
inoperable, T/S 3.0.3 should have ben entomi, hiditionally, this evaluation

1
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TEXT CONTINUATION !
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deteminod that a pmssuru test would have to be perforntd with Door 15071
open to conclusively provo or disprovo Fuel Dailding and Auxiliary Building
EES operability in this configuration. It was detonninod that it was not
fossiolo to perfom +his pmssure test at the prosent tim.

HOCM' CAUSH AM) O[NRICMVH ACNW

1ho root cause of this evont is failuru to follow procodures by the craftsnon
who pmpped opan Door 15071 to nme scaffolding through the dcor. Procoduro
Am 13-103, " Fire Protection: Ingairnent Control" instructs personnoi on
station policy that inaninnto objects are not to be usod to prop open a dcor
since the station has ccanittrd to mintaining doors capablo of closing and
latching aut w .ically at all tines. Uho procodure also states that use of
inanimto ob,ccts is allowed to prop opon a door only khan the door is
controlled by a pemit in accord?nce with the proceduro. Idditionally, this
preceduro states that prior to issuing a permit for any door listed in an
Operations Special Order concerning pmasure doors, the Shift Stervisor shall
be consulted for heating, tuntilati.on and air ocniitioning systma operability
requi.rtments. The craftanen who proppod open Ixor 15071 did not ccanply with
procedum Am 13-103 requiruwmts.

Docause the investigation into this event has been unsuccessful at identifying
the craftsnen involved, to prevent recurrence of this event, the Manager
Modifications has discussed this event and its ramifications with his
craftsnen's supervision. Additionally, to enhance the administrativo controls
for unintaining pressuru boundary doors closed, Security has issuod a Special
Order to Socurity personnel requiring notification to the Shift Supervisor
when taking any normily on-line pressuru bourdary dcor off-lino. The
Security Special Order also instructs Security personnel to notify the Shift
Supervisor any tire a dcor is found propptd open without the proper pumit.
tdditional long-tem progranetic enhancments are being evaluated and will be
implannted by March 31, 1992.

AIVITIGmi IIGUORTIm

Throughout this ovant, the unit es in *do 3,11ot Standby, cooling down for
refueling. There was no damage to plant equipent or release of radioactivity
as a result of this event. At no time did conditions develop that my have
poscd r. threat to the health and safety of the public. Although it has been

.

concluded that the Fuel Duilding and Auxiliary Building EES nay not have been
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able to unintain the technical specification pmssurizatian nquirtments
independently, it is relieved that had actuation of the Fuel Building or
Auxiliary Building EES occurred all equipent in those systans was available
to resp:>nd thomby providing the capability to naintain pressurization of the
Fuol Dailding and Auxiliary Bailding as requinxi.

Licensee Event Report (IER) 90-005-00 discussos an event in which inadcquate
procedums msulted in inproper control of pmasure botuxiary doors which
adversely effected the Control Rocrn Dinrgency Ventilation Systan oporubility.
In Insponso to LER 90-005-00, procedum AIM 13-103 was revised to provido
administrativo controls for propping oren pmssuro boturiary doors. Because
the craftsnen failed to folicw tus prrcoduru, this procxxiure ruvision had no- !
effeet in pmventing this event's occurrunco. '
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