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wrLLnTONE POINT (XNE'ANY (MILLSToug 1) - DOCERT No. 506-245
i

As you know Begulatory Operations' inspectors are at the M111steme
site and at General Electric Vallecites following the investigations
being esaducted by the Lieomeee and the GE Company relattag to .the
reenst chloride conta=ination problem and the creeked feedwater
opergers. Because of the potential importanee of the lassee involved,
we intend to provide you with information periodically en our current
findings.

2his memorandua updates, as of Nevenber 1,1972, the information
provided la eur " Notification of an Incident er Occurrence Blue
sheet No. 70". Significant new information is as fellows:

A. 30 inspectors were at the site en October 17, 20-21 and 27 and
at Vallacites en Oetsber 30 throu8h November 1 to review the
chieride insident and the resulting investigaties being eenducted
by the licensee.

B. Cracks were visually detected in all 4 feedseter sparsers. The-
feedwater sparsers are Type 304 stainless steel. The T-bem porties
of each sparger assembly and the attached thenemi sleeve appear to
be at least partially sensitised. The sparger with the largest
creeks was removed free the remeter vessel em Osteber 20 and has.
been shipped to Vallecites (reenived on October 25, 1972) for
metallurgieel summination.

C. On cetober 27, 1972, erasking through the full wall was aise
visually detected in the thermal sleeve aree of one af the three
feedwater sparsers r==mintag at the site. . Pollowing this abeerve-
ties, it was decided to ship all feeduster operger assemblies to
Vallesites for metallurgical eneminaties.

,

D. Fabrication and installation records is11ed to dioeless whether
the dished leestians in the feedwater operger and breakets (which
held the sparger in place) were machiaed during installation er
worn by service eenditions. If manh4==d during installaties .the
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design preload forces would have been reduced or eliminated which,
in tura, sould have sentributed to premature fatigue failure of
the sparsers. This subject is vader study by Gs.

'

E. Five other Cs facilities have been identified as having feedwater
sparsers of the Millstone design. These are Dresden 2 and 3
Quad Cities 1 and 2, and F11 grim. We do not plan any action regard-
ing these facilitime until the metallurgical analysis of the Millstone
spargere has' been completed.

F. Visual and dye penetreat ,iaspections of the structural parts of one
funi bundle shipped to Vallecitos for esaminaties have disclosed a
creek in one of the eight hold-down nuts. Metallurgical ew w ==
tions of the other fuel bundle parts are in progress.

G. Og's metallurgical studies of the LFRM ehasbers has disclosed mixed
modes of eraeking - both transgranular and intergranuler.

H. The 11eensee has decided to retube the meia condensers (40,000 tubes)
using Co-Mi tubes instead of aluminum brase tubes. The licensee
estimates that this work will require 55 days to eamplete.

I. The licensee's progran of inspection of reactor semponents is expected
to be finalised by November 1, 1972.

We empest to receive preliminary information en the metallurgical studies
from Gs on November 3, 1972. Copies of photographe of the ML11 stone
sparsers showing the extent of cracking will be available en November 6
and will be forwarded to you.
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