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fumboldt Reactor File
PCLE NMADOLLT REACTOR « AN AUD 100T COUNTER ALLIYS DOLM nTwtnies

On July 7, 1970, I vecedved n talcphena eall Dvom I, Td Veels of
tha 7FCAR Tumboldt Reactor. ile wontod to discuss thelr practicss
vagavding Lhe alama point pettings on Lie hund sad foot curitoy at
the rarctur. llo aald the baclioround on Che hand and Sood commior
was afl{acted by divect vadlotion fvon tha cif lucnt plume, ond

thoued considerablo varlation with slipght variatlous in wind dlvece
Lion, They heve hoem attemsting to srlutoin the alnyu pelat at GO

to 100 epm over hackground by chmuglvg the olaxn point twlee por
phift fn an attempt to “"follew" tha climplng baclyround, wiven
vaxrles botwean 300 and 500 epn, occandiug to Voeks. This effovt Low
vosulted in many gpurlons alaxms ond has beci a buzdoa on Lhe fustrne
went technician, especlally on the u'pht ahlfts.

Vieeha rakod L the ALC had any vequluctonts on thio mattey, md alan
quastioned ma concexning the gonorsl practicas at other fnotallaetl tons,
o eald they were censidoxing sevtliy tha alatm pelnat on thely crelilne
at about 560 epat ox about &) epm ovaw novmal NAgh backzwound, %Lids
would prevent the spucfous alizna, Wk would alse xeduca reun'tivity
durlng povioda of low backexond, e, Ucels sald they had pyevicualy
opovatod in this manuer with wo problems. e sald thy huad avd foou
counter wou a final cheele vhen exiting froa thae contanlanted scos,

~mul was preconded by two chicel atatfona phera eontanination osurvoya
by portable fnstrmonts were veoulved, Lo also sald it dewing the
poxiod whon thay operatad at the hipher alarm sotting, vo problenc

4

of contaminatlon spread to tha clean nxcas had ocervrad,

I told Ilfx, Viecks that the MIC had no speclfle wequiranonts concornlne

tha nal.ting of alarm poluts on hand and foot conmtern, Y wmb on to

nay thi t thle wes panerally loft up to the iandividusl llcensce, rad |
practices varfed fxom plant to plent, I told him we werva mors Intovested
In overall contwol secompliolad by thn peogwem Lhea M spacii/e Lo

and foot eomtor alavm sottings, and LT thaly eperlenca fndicatad no
problem with the preposed setiing, I could vee no problein with Li.

I also montioned that the sumber of 160 ¢pm ovas dacknround won
conmonly ucad, but In general it van a conagorvative Lhalt, That nuhar
wos adopted bacsause 4t repreoented tle lowee dutactlon leval wi wsst

portabla Glistypo {nstrumonts. I wmentioned that contaminatlon of that
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laval 1o mora a nuismuca and employen relations problem than a weal
hazaxd, ond doseribed tha ALC viconditlonsl welerna limits as an
illustration of levola whileh weve ecnsfdarad to ba of little comacr

PIAUINCC,
I alwo pointed out that spurlous clavis vere voey undasiravic, hacanse
thay might cause enployees to ipuore a senulne alapa. In Suinanaly?, I

told Yr. Weeke that I could sca no probicia 79 & reoult of hic pPLrapocan
sattingae.
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