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NOV 7 8
!

Mr. John T. Ceausy
gaseutive Director
Joint Cesenittee on Atomic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear Mr. Conway:

This letter describes a surrent problem at the Jersey Central
Peuer and Light Company, Oyster Creek Flant, that may cause
some delay in the construction schedule.

During the field hydreetatie pressere test of the pressure
vessel and saanected primary pipias, a small leak uns de-

In-teeted coming free one of the 137 control red aside tubes.
spection of the interior of the pressure vessel diaelesed a
circumferential erash apprezimately six insbes in Imagth la as
Taca==1 seal unid betuosa the centrol red ets tube and the
pressure vessel. The ets tdo is basically an aligament tube
for the sontrol red guide tube. The pressere vessel was fabri-'

cated by Cambustian gagineerias. Iaeerporated.

Dye penetreet examinatian of the other se d tube welds in the
vessel fellesing the diesevery of the erask revealed positive
indications of at least surfaes creeklag in 107 of the remain-

The samme and depth of the creeks have not beening 136 umids.
fully determined at this times heuever,13 of the welde have;

been gresad and all of the oracks dign=J after less thane$$ ees.fearth of an ineh of the weld metal had been removed.oga.
since the cause and magnitude of the problem have met yet beenoo

M determined, it is met kneus to what estant, if any, repairs0
will delay construation. . As a =imim, eorrective action will4

involve grinding out all of the ebeerved eracks to determinen:s:
Ea Furthermore, nota 11ergical a===atheir depth and direstism.
@Q tiens of sold segles and additional stress analyses umst be

eenducted and evaluated. The General Ilestrie Campany and Can='e

@@4 buettam sagineering, Imeerporated, are actively investigating81 :___ _ --
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Mr. John T. Conway -2-

Division of Compliance representatives and their metallurgical
consultant were at the site on October 31 and November 1, 1967,
for the purpose of reviewing the problem. Preliminary informa-
tion indicates that the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation has
checked fifty percent of these welds la its pressure vessel and
no cracks were detected. The Niagara Mohawk vessel was also
fabricated by Combustica Engineering and the design and fabri-
cation methods of the stub tubes are identical with the Oyster
Creek vessel.

We will keep you informed of significant developments someerains
this matter.

Sincerely yours,

!

j pgn@ ) tiardJ F,. Prhi
t

Harold L. Price
Director of Regulation

bec: Office of the Chairman (2)
Commissioner Ramey
Commissioner Tape
Comissioner Johnson
General Manager (2)
General Counsel (2)
Secretariat (2)
R. D. O'Neill, OCR (2)
P. A. Morris, DRL
H . K. Shapar, GC
W. G. Dooly, REG ;

REG Reading File
H. L. Price, REG
C. A. Nelson, INS
R. W. Kirkman, CO:I
R. F. Fraley, ACRS (ii)
E. G. Case, DRS
J. J. Fouchard, PI
M. Shaw, RDT
L. Kornblith, Jr., CO
L. D. Low, CO '
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j Mr. John T.

Enesetive Dij
Jetst Cm==de sa Atente Emergy

;
Congress of the tad Swatee

:
j

i Dear Mr. Consey:
!

! This letter describes a current problem at the Jersey Central
! Power ame Lide: Oyster Creek Plant, that may sauce

sama delay la the comet tem schedele.

During the field hydrostat pressere test of the pressure
|

vessel and commested primary 1 ping, a small leak wee de-
j tested eaming from een of the 37 eentrol red guide tubes.
j Inspostiam of the laterior of preneure veneel discieoed
; a cireunderential erask g,---

" '-ly six tashoe in length
in as Y===al seat weld between t centrol red sts tube and

:

|
the pressere veessi. The att the to basically an aligammet
tube for the samtrol ved guide tube.

4

! ,

! / The adject unid was a shop weld made the fd risation #p
i / of the pressere vessel by Ceebustian E ring Iseerporated,

and bed heen taoposted by magnette partie and dye peastrast
inopostian mothede. The pressure vessel satisfatterfly

k poseed the hydvestatis pressure test veget by the ARE Ceds
\ prior to being abipped to the reaeter site.;

]

! Dye penetrame ====d==eten of the other ets t welds in the
vessel Sollowins the diesevery of the creek e,r " positive
tedications of at least surfase erasking in M' i he remain-;

;

j ing 136 welde. The eense and depth of the eraaks est been
fully determamed at this tiesa hausger, 13 of the sol have;

} been gresad and all of the ereske et-;,:-_ ' after then ,

j eas-fourth of as tash of the weld estal had been . ,

!

!
sines the eause and magnitude of the problem have not yet

]
detennised, .it is est kamma to h estemt, if any, sepsi
vill delay esmatrusties. As a minhmen, eerrestive action 1

tawsive grinding out all of the abeerved creske to determins s
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; Mr. John T. Conway -2-
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2 their k md direction. Furthemore, metallurgical examina-
! tiens of Id samples and additional stress malyses must be l

,

sondested evaluated. The General Electria Company and Com- '

{ bust.ien Eng ring, Imeerporated, are actively lavestigattag
this problem.3

I
,

Division of Campi enes representatives and their sensultant were
at the site sa estaber 31 and November 1, 1967, for the purpose
e,f revie the problem, andMtbumsmo %sthe@sDAL-

i <ea 1bte MM Prole =dmary Laformation
,

'
iodi * am that the Niagara Meheuk and Power Company has ahecked
fifty percent of thsee ustds la thstr pressere vessel and no,

i eracks were detected. The Niagara Mohawk vessel uns slee fabri-
i cated by Ceuhestian Engineertag and the desige and fabrisation
} unthods of tho' stub tubes are identical with the Oyster Creek
i vessel.

|' No will-provide yes with.addittemaLimfeiiiiiiskien_if_there are
j

any 413mifi k develop & 'ments. f ~ ~'. M ' A "d<~4'7 - w -G

~

,

1
,se w, y e 4w,

' L(g, d , since 1y yours,nom

\

\

Marold L.r

j Director ofs gulattaa
t

1 '

| bec: Office of the Chairman (2) bec (conti ued)
i Connaissioner Ramey J. Fouchard, PI
f Commissioner Tape M. Sh w, RDT
j Commissioner Johnson L. Ko blith, Jr., CO
t General Manager (2) L. D . w, CO'

General Counsel (2)
1

Secretariat (2)
R. D. O'Neill, OCR (2) ,

P. A. Morris, DRL,

H. K. Shapar, GC,

W. G. Dooly, REG
REG Reading File
H. L. Price, REG2

C. A. Nelson, INS,

! R. W. Kirkman, CO:I
, R. F. Fraley, ACRS
i E. G. Case, DRS ,' '
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