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Mr. John T. Conway

Executive Director

Joint Cosmittee on Atomic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear Mr, Comway:

This letter describes a curremt problem at the Jersey Central

power and Light Company, Oyster Creek Plant, that may cause
some delay in the comstructiom schedule.

During the field hydrostatic pressure test of the pressure
vessel and commected primary pipiasg, a snall leak was de-
tected coming from ome of the 137 control rod guide tubes, Ine
spection of the interior of the pressure vessel disclosed a
circumferential crack approximately six inches in length in an
huulmluumme.tnlnluim-im
pressure vessel., The stub tube is basically an alignment tube
for the control rod guide tube. The pressure vessel was fabrie
cated by Combust ion Eagineering, Incorporated.,

penetrant examinatiom of the other stub tube welds in the
vessel following the discovery of the crack revealed positive
indications of at least surfece cracking ia 107 of the remaine
ing 136 welds. 'n-cunddqndthncmhm-uu.
fully determined at this time; however, 13 of the welds have
Mpv-‘ddlotthethWdutuun-
one~fourth of an inch of the weld metal hed been removed.

lm:hcmni”tuko!m’nbu-unm”tu‘l
m“.ltummu““.uq.m
will delay construction, As a minimm, corrective actiom will
involve grinding out all of the observed cracks to determine
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Division of liance atives and their metallurgical
SSiites Tt 45 th Sie o Satibes 18 @t Tewstes & MO8,
for the purpose of reviewing the problem. Preiiminary informa-
tion indicates that the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation has
checked fifty percent of these welds in its pressure vessel and
00 cracks were detected, The Niagaras Mohawk vessel was also
fabricated by Combustion Engineering and the design and fabri-
cation methods of the stub tubes are identical with the Oyster
Creek vessel,

We will keep you inforwed of significant developments concerning
this matter,

Sincerely yours,

" od & Priea
Harold L. Price
Director of Regulation
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This letter describes current problem at the Jersey Ceantral
Oyster Creek Plant, that may cause

During fiald hydrostat test of the pressure
vessel and connected lpu..a-lllul-.h-
tected coming from one of 37 control rod guide tubes.
ion of the interior pressure vessel disclosed
a circumferential crack ly six inches in length
in an Inconel seal weld control rod stub tube and

the pressure vessel. The stuk tube\is basically an alignment
tube for the control rod gulde tuwbe.

The swbjoct weld was a shop weld made
of the pressure vessel by Combustion
and had been inspected by magnetic particle and dye penetrant
ion methods. The pressure vessel satisfactorily
Mchlmummtnﬂ by the ASME Code
prier to being shipped to the reactor site.

penetrant examination of the other stub

been ground and all of the cracks disappeared \
ouns-fourth of an inch of the weld metal had been /y&
Since the cause and magnitude of the problem have mot yet /{U“

{

determined, it is not known to what exteat, if any,
will delay construction. As a minimus, corrective actiom
mtuuumnnlotcum«-hum
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Division of Complisnce representatives and their consultant ware
-:muu-o.ubu 31 and November 1, 1967, for the purpose
of ; the problem and to detdrmine whether\it is wppli~
ubm pPessure vesssle. Preliminary information
indicates that the Niagara Mohawk and Power Company has checked
fifty percent of these welds in their pressure vessel and no
cracks were detected, The Niagera Mohawk vessel was also fabri-
c&ubyc‘mhmﬂu-ltbdutp-l fabrication
wethods of the stub tubes are identical with the Oyster Creek
vessel ,

We will provide you with additional information if there are

any significant developments,

LarvlA | ) " LAA A
\(., 'y ,(A.o

|
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