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Docket No. 50-312 2 8 1983

Mr. Ronald J. Rodriguez
Executive Director, Nuclear
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
6201 S Street
P. O. Box 15830
Sacramento, California 95813

Dear Mr. Rodriguez:

SUBJECT: RMICHO SEC0 NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION - EVALUATION
OF REACTOR INTERNALS BOLT DEFECTS

On March 25, 1983, during UT inspections of the upper core barrel to core
support shield bolts (upper core barrel bolts) at the Rancho Seco Plant
indications of cracking were found in 19 out of the 120 bolts. Information
regarding the status of the problem and corrective actions to be taken were
provided in Licensee Event Report (LER) 83-9 dated March E6,1983, LER 83-9
follow up dated April 6, 1983 and Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD)letter dated June 24, 1983. In addition, Babcock and Wilcox (B&W) letters
dated April 11, 1983 and April 29, 1983 provided additional details on similar
bolts problem for other B&W designed plants. The staff met with a B&W Owners
Group Task Force on May 6,1983 to discuss this problem relative to all
affected B&W designed plants. That meeting was documented in B&W Owners Group
Report No. BAW-1784 dated May 1983.

The staff has reviewed the above information in terms of how the problem could
affect continued operation of Rancho Seco Plant. The attached Safety Evaluation
summarizes the problem, describes the corrective action taken by SMUD, and
supports the staff's conclusion that operation of the Rancho seco Plant for
the duration of the current fuel cycle is justified.

Sincerely,

ond"U

John F. Stolz, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #4
Division of Licensing

Enclosure:
Safety Evaluation

cc w/ enclosure:
-
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Sacramento Municipal Utility -1- Rancho Seco. Docket No. 50-312
District

ccw/ enclosure (s):

David S. Kaplan, Secretary and Christopher Ellison, Esq.
General Counsel Dian Grueuich Esq.

Sacramento Municipal Utility California Energy Comission
District 1111 Howe Avenue:

i 6201 S Street Sacramento, California 95825
l P. O. Box 15830

Sacramento, California 95C13 Ms. Eleanor Schwartz
California State Office

Sacramento County 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E., Rm. 201
Board of Supervisors Washington, D. C. 20003
827 7th Street, Room 424'

'

Sacramento, California 95814 Docketing and Service Section
Office cf the Secretary

Mr. John B. Martin, Regional U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
Administrator Washington, D. C. 20555

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ResidntInspector/RanchoSeco
Region V c/o U. 5. N. R. C. M

'

l 1450 Maria. Lane, Suita 210 14410 Twin Cities Road /
| Walnut Creek, California 94596 Herald, CA 95638 ;

*
~

Atomic Safety and Lice ing Appeal'

Board Panel --
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Consission.

| Washington, D. C. 20555
| Regional Radiation F.epresentative
'

EPA Reaion IX Alan S. Rosenthal, Chairman
215 Fremont Street Atomic Safety and LicensingSan Francisco, California 94111 Appeal Board

U. S. ?!uclear Regulatory Commission
Mr. Robert B. Borsum Washington, D. C. 20555 i
Babcock & Wilcox 4

Nuclear Power Generation. Division Dr. John H. BuckSuite 220, 7910 Woodmont Avenue Atomic Safety and LicensingBethesda, Maryland 20814' Appeal Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Thomas Baxter, Esq. Washington, D. C. 20555
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge-

1800 M Street, N.W. Christine H. Kohl
Washington, D. C. 20036 Atomic Safety and Licensing

- Appeal Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
Washington, D. C. 20555

'
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Joseph 0. Ward, Chief
Radiological Health Branch *

State Department of Health Services
{Helen Hubbard 714 P Street, Office Building #8 |* "" * ""un 1, 1 ornia 94586 *
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