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Introduction

The Nuclear Regu'atory Commission (NRC) is the independent regu-
latory agency responsible for the licensing and regulation of civilian
nuclear power facilities and materials. NRC was established in 1975
under provisions of the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, which
abolished the Atomic Energy Commission and transferred to NRC
the reguiatory responsibilities heid by that agency. The Departments
of Defense and Energy are responsible for the military applications
of nuclear materials and facilities.

In creating NRC, Congress recognized that, from a technical, economic
and social standpoint, nuclear energy had reached a state of develop-
ment where its regulation demanded the full attention of an independ-
erit regulatory agency. It was also recognized that if nuclear power
was 10 become an important energy source to the nation, it was
essential that the public and the regulated industry have full confi-
dence in its regulation.

The primary mission of NRC is to regulate the uses of nuclear energy
s0 &$ to protect the radiological health and safety of the public, to
maintain the safety and security of nuclear materials, to protect the
environment, and to assure that the pertinent antitrust laws are fully
complied with, To carry out this mission, NRC has developed a compre-
hensive program of regulation, licensing and enforcement. This pro-
gram includes the development and formal promulgation of regulations
applicable to the uses of nuclear facilities and materials, the conduct of
public rulemaking hearings, technical review of all applications for
licenses to build and operate nuclear power plants and to use nuclear
materials, the conduct of public hearings in connection with license
applications, field inspections of all licensed activities, enforcement
actions, and the conduct of public hearings in connection with
enforcement activities,

in addition, NRC is responsible for the conduct of research programs
required to carry out its licensing and regulatory responsibilities.
These programs are carried out in cooperation with both Federal
and private research organizations, NRC is also directly responsible,
in conformity with American foreign policy, for the exchange of
technical information on nuclear regulatory and related safety research
matters with foreign governments, as well as with international organi-
zations and agencies. It is also responsible for the processing of applica-
tions for the export and import of nuclear materials and facilities.

Although a major portion of NRC’s effort is devoted to the licensing
and regulation of nuclear power reactors, the agency’s responsibilities
also cover a broad spectrum of activity concerned with nuclear mate-
rials, including the regulation of most of the nuclear “fue! cycle.”
This includes the milling of uranium ore, its conversion into nuclear
fuel materials and fabrication into fuel elements and their uses, as
well as the reprocessing, transportation, and disposition of spent fuel.
NRC also regulates the production and uses of a wide variety of nuclear
materials, mostly radioisotopes for medical, industrial and commercial
uses,

It is to the activities described above that NRC employees dedicate
their efforts to help assure that NRC-licensed activities will not en-
danger public health and safety, will provide adequate safeguards for
nuclear materials, will protect against adverse environmental impacts
and will be in conformity with the antitrust laws.
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