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-1- February 27, 1995 I

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-IV-95-010

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by Region IV staff in Arlington, Texas on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification
Washington Public Power Supply System Notification of Unusual Event
Washington Nuclear 2 Alert
Richland, Washington Site Area Emergency
Dockets: 50-397 General Emergency

X Not Applicable

Subject: REACTOR SCRAM DUE FAST GOVERN 0R VALVE CLOSURE
At 5:39 p.m. (PST), February 26, 1995, the WNP-2 reactor, which was at 100

percent power, scrammed as a result of high power as indicated by the average
power range neutron monitors. The high power signal stemmed from a fast closure
of the turbine governor valves. A closure of these valves caused an increase in
reactor pressure and power, resulting in the reactor scram. All safety systems
functioned as designed. '

Following the reactor trip, the main turbine experienced high vibration (19 mils)
between 1200 to 1500 rpm. The licensee's initial assessment of the cause of the
high vibration is that water backed up into main turbine seals due to the seal
steam evaporator control system being in manual, as a result of an electronic
failure in the level control system. The failure occurred during the startup on
February 21, 1995. In addition, there was some indication that the main turbine
shaft had moved forward into the thrust bearing and the licensee will be
investigating this situation. The licensee plans to confer with the turbine
vendor to verify that the seal steam system in manual control could cause main
turbine high vibration.

The licensee determined the cause of the turbine governor valves' fast closure
was that the valve limiter solid state control card, a printed circuit card in
the digital electrohydraulic turbine (DEH) control system, failed.

The state of Washington has been informed. |

l
Region IV received notification of this event by telephone from the shift manager i

to the senior resident inspector on February 26, 1995, at 7:01 p.m. (PST). The
headquarters operations officer was notified of the event by the licensee at 7:59
p.m. (PST).

The licensee plans to go to cold shutdown and deinert containment to troubleshoot
source and intermediate range nuclear instrumentation. While in containment, the
licensee plans to add oil to the reactor recirculation pumps.

The licensee plans to make a press release.

The resident inspector responded to the site.
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The information herein has been discussed with the licensee and is current as of
s' 9:15 a.m. (PST), February 27, 1995. Region IV has informed the EDO, PAO, and |

NRR.
.

Contact: R. BARR D. KIRSCH
(509)377-2627 (510)975-0290
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