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NUCLEAR REACTOR LABORATORY

Feburary 1, 1964

Mr. J. P. O'Reilly, Regional Administrator
Operations Division

U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Commission, Region II
101 Marietta Street, N.W.

Suite 3100

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. O'Reilly:

We are writing to inform you of a Reportable Occurrence which
took place at our facility on January 17, 1984,

At approximately 11:15 a.m. on 1/17/84 work was in progress
on an instrument called the Air Particulate Fission Product Monitor
(APFPM) which is used to monitor ventilation effluents in the event
of a release.

It was observed that the lights on the console were fluctuating
in brilliance. Since the problem appeared to be throughout the
console the Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) was thought to be
at fault. The UPS was placed in the bypass mode which effectively
directs line power straight to the console (and bypasses the requla-
tion portion of the UPS).

The fluctuating light condition remained and the UPS was re-
turned to its normal mode. When the UPS was rcturned to normai, the
breaker which supplies the Nuclear Instrument Cabinet (NIC) via a
SOLA transformer tripped. (See enclosed figures.) When the breaker
was shut, re-energizing the SOLA, a transient occurred on the UPS,
and voltage dropped enough to sound the building radiation alarm. The
alarm occurred at 11:34 a.m.

At this point the reactor supervisor, after observing the radia-
tion monitors, concluded it was a false alarm and turned building
horn power off. Realizing this was in vioiation of Technical Specifi-
rations (Section 7.7), the alarm was reinitiated (less than a ninute
later) and the procedure for a building evacuation alarm was performed
without further incident.

The alarm was reset at 11:44 a.m. by the reactor supervisor, with
concurrence from the reactor radiation safety officer.
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