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EVENT DESCRIPTION ANC; PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES h

| During maintenance activities in the drywell, it was determined that a |O 2

o 3 | safety relief valve discharge line vacuum breaker (1821-F037D) was |

g |. stuck partially open. Further investigation revealed that 9 other |

vacuum breakers (as listed in narrative) failed to seat properly per |o 3 |

[I O is 1 | a manual functional test, and thus it was assumed the plant was not |

o 7 | complying with Tech. Specs. section 6.9.1.8.e. The health and safo% u? |

g| the public were not affected by this non-repetitive event. |
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS h
| The cause of this event was due to an inadequate design of the vacuum |, o

3 i g breakers' hinge pin. (See narrative for details) The affected safety |

relief valve discharge line vacuum breakers were replaced with new |, , g

| vacuum breakers. A Request for Engineering Assistance was initiated to |, 3

determine a solution to this event., , g |
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NARRATIVE REPORT-
FOR LER 50-321/19R3 001

GEORGIA'PdWER COMPANYLICENSEEI :
FACILITY NAME : EDWIN I. HATCH
DOCKET NUMBER : 50-321

iTech; specs. section(s) which requires report:

his .14-day report is required by . Tech. Specs. section 6.9.1.8.e
due to the. event. '

- Plant conditions at the t'ime of the event (s):
- On August-27, 1983, the unf t was in c'old shutdown. '

Detailed description of the event (s):

During maintenance activities in the drywell, it was determined 1

that a . safety- relief value discharge line. vacuum breaker
'

(1821-F037D) was stuck partially open. .This initial inspection
, revealed no other stuck open vacuum breakers; .however, after a
manual functional test, 9 other'. safety relief'value discharge-line
vacuum breaker.'s (1821-F037 A, B , - F , '. H . J. K. L, and 1821-F110 A,.
C)ifailed to seat properly.'

' ;m
.

, Consequences of'the event (s):
.

Plant > - conditions were not affected by this event. The health and
' -_s'afety of the public'were not affected by this-event.~

,
_

Status'of re' undant or : backup subsys'tems_and/or systems:d

There are no redundant systems.
7;; .,, ,, . -<. .

4"il y ;?: . . ~ .; :( -: ; t i '.'
, 't. >-, , ., ,

,EJus~tificat' ion for_continueE' operation:~ '' "

-

The affected2 vacuum.breakersfwersTreplaced prior to startup.
'

:,5
,

,J o , . z t.
8

p

IF repetitive, number of previous LER:

This.is a non-repetitive event.
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-Impact to-other systems and/or Unit:.

,

~
~

.The vacuum breakers are also' installed on Unit 2.
I

Cause(s) of-the event (s): . .. -
1 t

--

';t- . vi ,f L;.
'

i 1 >

- ?The ' cause of ' this event. was d u'e - t o a n inadequate design of the
~

vacuum -breakers' hinge pi n '. -An investigation revealed that the
t hinge pins"on vacuum breakers,1821-F037:A,:i ,.D,.F, H, J , K /p L', , a ndB

.1B21-F110 A, C|:were', bent , slightly;f at - the pivot : point where /the~

value disc arm i.ist :connec ted to' the' ' hinge pin'. The vacuum' breaker
Jclosure spring appears to.be strong enough to cause the valve disc

,

arm to force the disc to its seat. This same spring, force (i.e.,>

the one that is 'being; exerted' to| properly , seat' the~ valve) is also;

i being exerted . at the pivot' point' where the valve ' disc arm is
connected to the-hinge-pin. It is postulated that the hinge pin is

i .not strong enough.to withstand the force being exerted'upon-it due
''

to~ inadequate design.

'

Imniediate Corrective Action:
:

'

-The safety relief value discharge line vacuum breakers' which did-

," . not seat properly- were replaced with new ones.
-
.

'
~

Supplemental Corrective Action:

1No_ supplemental corrective actioa was required.

i'
!~ : Scheduled (future) corrective action:
,

f There is no' scheduled corrective action at this time.

Action to prevent recurrence (if different from corrective actions):

A Request for' Engineering-' Assistance was initiated to determine the;

| . proper and permanent solution for this event. When the solution to"
~

L this event- is determined and approved, the materials- will be
L' acquired? and a _ schedule for ' implementation will be determined and~

| implemented.
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Georgia Power Comp ny,,

.- ePost Offica B:x 439,

y8axi2y, Georgia 31513, *

Telephone 912 367-7781
,

912 537-9444

Edwin 1. Hatch Nuclear Plant

.

September 9, 1983
GM-83-888

PLANT E. I. HATCH
Licensee Event Report
Docket No. 50-321

'

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Inspection and Enforcement
Region II
Suite 3100
101 Marietta Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

ATTENTION: Mr. James P. O'Reilly

Attached is Licensee Event Report No. 50-321/1983-091. This report
is required by Hatch Unit 1 Technical Specifications Section
6.9.1.8.e.

,' H. C. Nix, ,

Genera'l Manager

Yl
HCN/SBT/djs

xc: R. J. Kelly
G. F. Head
J. .T. Beckham, Jr.
P. D. Rice -

K. M. Gillespie
n. B. Tipps
6. D. Baker
Control Room
Document Control

a
p?]C{hla CO ' ';

gg2b_
__ . _ _ _ _ -- . __ __ _ $C_.


