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first hand, (instead of through second hand, abbreviated
news reports) and to see the Commission consider those
arguments, then they are likely to have a greater apprecia-
tion for the decision making process. Moreover, if they
believe in the strength of their case, PG&E, Teledyne and
the Staff should welcome the opportunity to present them to
the public.

Secondly, presenting the public an opportunity to
express their views to the Commissioners demonstrates that
this matter is receiving the high degree of concern that it
merits.

The events of the last two years have taken their toll
on public confidence. First, in an unprecedented act, the
Commission, in November 1981, was compelled to reversed its
safety finding and suspend the Diablo Canyon operating
license issued only two months earlier. Since that time
repeated disclosures of major design and construction errors
has further eroded public confidence in the plant's safety.
And most recently the public learned that PG&E (1) withheld
documents reporting major deficiencies in the quality
assurance program of a ma‘or construction contractor, and
(2) misled the Appeal Board on this matter in sworn testi-
mony at the July, 1983 "mini hear ng,"*/ a disclosure that
cast suspicion on the reliability of the Diablo Canyon
Project's recent assurance that the plant is now safe.

Under these unusual circumstances, the Commission
should take every step to permit public participation and

*/ Joint Intervenors Supplement to Motion to Reopen the
Record on the Issue of Construction Quality Assurance Dated
September 9, 1983
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