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February 6, 1984

NUCLEAR PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director

Dear Mr. Denton:

SUBJECT: Grand Gulf Nuclear Station
Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos 50-416 and 50-417
License No. NPF-13
File: 0260/L-860.0
FSAR Update - 10CFR 50.71(e)

Exemption Request
AECM-84/0026

Mississippi Power & Light Co. (MP&L), which currently holds Operating
License No. NPF-13 for Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS) Unit 1, hereby
requests a temporary exemption from 10CFR 50.71(e)(3)(i) which requires each
holder of an operating license (OL) for a nuclear power plant to submit an
updated FSAR within twenty-four months of their receipt of the OL. This

exeeption would expire upon MP&L's receipt of an OL for GGNS, Unit 2. Within

12 months of that time, MP&L would submit an updated FSAR encompassing both
CGNS units, bringing MP&L into full compliance with the rule.

Concurrent with this request, MP&L wishes to clarify that this exemption
would have no affect on the subsequent annual revision requirements of 10CFR
50.71(c)(4); i.e., as a minimum, beginning with the required June 1985 annual
FSAR revision, MP&L would provide comprehensive annual amendments meeting the
full annual revision content requirements of the rule and reflecting all
changes made to the plant up to the required six month cutoff prior to
submittal. While the first comprehensive annual amendment would not L2
submitted until, at the latest, June 1985, it should be noted that, in the
time frame 2.ince receipt of the OL for GGNS Unit 1 MP&L has submitted two
substantial FSAR amendments and expects to continue amending the FSAR on this
more frequent basis for the foreseeable future in order to provide important
information on a more timely basis than the annual revision would require.

The basic reasons for this exemption request are: (a) key MP&L personnel
who would be involved in preparation and review of various updated FSAR
sections are currently heavily involved in supporting the full power licensing
and startup testing of Unit 1; and (b) it would provide for consistent
handling of the two-unit FSAR from both an administrative, as well as
technical point of view, since the amendment processing conflicts between
10CFR 50.71(e) for operating plants (GGNS-Unit 1) and 10CFR 50.30 for plants
under construction (GGNS-Unit 2) would be eliminated. These reasons are
further enumerated below:
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(1) a. GGNS is a two unit station with a combined FSAR for the two
units. Unit I received a low power license on June 16, 1982.
Unit 2 is still under construction, and has not received an OL.
Therefore, Unit 1 is subject to the updating requirements
contained in 10CFR 50.71(e), while Unit 2 remains under the
amendment requirements of 10CFR 50.30. The differences in these
two rules would initiate differing handling, processing,
revision, and use mechanisms for the FSAR, depending on which
unit was being referenced at a particular time, causing obvious
confusion to the holders and users of the FSAR.

b. Because of the similarities of the two units, a common FSAR has
been, and continues to be the optimum method for licensing the
units. Among the benefits of this commonality are the adminis-
trative efficiencies of having to handle only one document and
the technical advantages of having information for both units in
one location. A further advantage arises from having
differences between units, where they exist, itemized clearly
throughout the text.

Conversely should a complete reprinting and resubmittal of the
FSAR be required at this time, it would likely result in two
separate versions of the FSAR being in existence; one for tha
Unit 1 FSAR Update, and one to support the continuing licensing
of Unit 2, each with different distributions and handling
requirements.

In addition, at the time Unit 2 ic licensed,10CFR 50.71(e)(3)(i)c.
would require the reprinting process of the entire FSAR to be
repeated, resulting in yet another version of the FSAR.

(2) In the time frame since MP&L received the Unit 1 OL, MP&L has
continued to amend the FSAR on an as-needed basis to support the
licensing of Unit 2 and to provide updated information for Unit 1.
On June 17, 1983, MP&L submitted Amendment 56, and on December 22,
1983, MP&L submitted Amendment 57.

While these amendments have not met the comprehensive updating
content requirements of the update rule, they have served to high-
light changes to the plant, considered important, on a more timely
basis than the update rule would require. With the filing of these
amendments, MP&L believes that the FSAR has been kept substantially
up to date of those items of considered importance, and therefore
that a complete resubmittal of the entire FSAR at this time would be
unnecessary.

(3) MP&L has not yet received a full power operating license for Unit 1.
Consequently, a significant amount of manpower which would normally
be available at this time to support an update effort is still
heavily involved in engineering support for the Unit I licensing as
well as startup testing itself. MP&L considers a dilution of their
efforts to support an FSAR update at this time would provide an
unnecessary workload. Of particular concern is the upcoming need to
support Power Ascension Testing.
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(4) MP&L's "as-built" drawing program has also been severely impacted by
the extended needs for key personnel to support the full power
licensing and startup testing described in (3) above. Furthermore,
significant changes to the plant in the areas of rad-waste, fire
protection, and drywell cooling, resulting in part from the
pre-operational test program, have resulted in additional impacts to
the as-built program. Consequently, the as-built drawing program
will not be completed prior to the due date of the updated FSAR.
While particular drawings could be given priority in the as-built
program to meet the NRC's six month cutoff date, MP&L believes it
would be more useful for the program to continue in its current
comprehensive manner so that drawings can be compiled on a
system-by-system basis, providing a more complete picture of the
plant with less chance fer error.

In lieu of submittfag the updated FSAR in June 1984, MP&L proposes to:

a) Continue amending the FSAR on an as-needed basis as described in (2)
above.

b) Submit a comprehensive FSAR update amendment no later than June 1985
which meets the annual revision requirements of 10CFR 50.71(e)(4) .
-(Any earlier amendment would be impractical for the reasons given in
(3) and (4) above.)

c) Continue submitting amendments per 10CFR 50.71(e)(4), annually,
following the amendment discussed in b) above.

d) Submit a complete updated FSAR for both units within one year of the
date of issuance of the OL for Unit 2.

In conclusion, MP&L believes that it's key personnel can best be utilized
by continuing to support full power licensing and startup activities for
Unit 1, and that the intent of the update rule, i.e., to have an up-to-date
FSAR, will be met by the submittal of MP&L's planned June 1985 FSAR amendment
and the annual amendments thereafter.

MP&L requests that this exemption be considered at your earliest possible
convenience as it has severe impacts on our overall project planning. If you
have any questions, please let us know.

Yours truly,

h

W .

L. . Dale

-
Man ger of Nuclear Services
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cc: Mr. J. B. Richard
Mr. R. B. McGehee
Mr. T. B.' Conner ,

'Mr. G. B. Taylor

Mr. . Richard C. DeYoung, Director

Office of Inspection & Enforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Mr. J. P. O'Reilly, Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta St. , N.W. , Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
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