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30 percent soda ash in water solution, heated to 140°'F, to
the empty cylinder. The cylinder wash is performed by
rotating the cylinder for about 20 minutes. Level and tilted
positions are available during rotation to enhance washing.
Wwhen the washing is complete, the wash solution is drained
and a rinse solution (same makeup as the wash solution) is
added to the cylinder. The cylinder is rotated and tilted as
described for the washing step. When rinsing is complete,
the rinse solution is drained from the cylinder.

The next step is the hydrostatic test, The cylinder is
filled with water. The cylinder is then internally pressured
to 400 puig for 30 minutes. During this time, the cylinder
is inspccted externally for defects. The cylinder is then
drained and purged with hea%ted air until dry.

At this point, « visual inspection is made of the inside of
the c¢vlinder. A light is inserted into one end of the
cylinder by removing the end plug. The cylinder valve sten
is then removed allowing a visual inspection of the inside of
the cylinder. If any material is found in the cylinder at
this point it is removed with a portable vacuum or the
cylinder may be rewashod, It is also conceivable that the
cylinder would not be returned to service.

A rcylinder that has been success lly washed, tested, and
inspected is either immediateiy fitted with a tamper
detection device or is transferred directly to a UFg fill
station for filling.

SFC believes, based on the washing and inspection described
above, that tamper-safing out-of-date cylinders provides
negligible benefit compared to the task of maintaining them
in a tamper safe condition.

Should you have any gquestions on this matter, please contact
me at 918/489-3207,

Sincerely,

=

Vice President
Regulatory Affairs
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