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* Higher Arizona Nuclear Project Costs Predicted |

By Thorne Gray
Modoste Boe Mall Wener

An indopendent comsullant hired
by the Modesto Irnigation Iistint
and the oy of Redding has warned
Ihat the Arizona Nuclear Power
\I:lojcﬂ Is Wkely 10 cod up costing
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wearly $1 billlos more than now an
[ pated s
Thal could raise the partner-
sgencies’ cosl of buyng inte the
prugect, although the amouss of the
Incicase remaincd uncertain Tues
dicy By the consullunl's report was
iade public o Modesto Tuesday
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Real need for n-power?

With all the debale over nuclear power, lef us
not forget that it cent of
the eneigy we use In United Stales, and that
U is never likely (o supply wmore than nine
percent. The latter figure Is nol from environ-
mental groups but from the Sheli Ol Company

Energy conservation, or using snergy wisely,
could save more than thet. Do you really want
all the pioblems (hal come with nuclear power
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Ihe consulant, Ebasco Services
Inc . sand the massive nuclear proj-
el 50 mitles west of Phoenlx appeans
to be night un schedule and within ils
$1.9 billion budgel

Bu! the schedule and budget are
tight, ke report said, warning Mo-
desto and Redding thal they should
plun on the project falling behind
and cusling more

The news didn’t stop the Modesto
Irrigation District Boara of Direc-
tors from adupting an enabling ordi-
nance o carry oul the purchase and
from setting & June 8 voie on the
malter. The city of Redding will vole
on the proposal in Apnil.

Assumiag thelr volers agree, lhe
sgeacies are planning v sell some
$300 mitliion In bonds or nules later
this year (o linance the acquisition.
A 39 percent share of the projct is
for sale by the El Paso Electinic Co,
which wanls caplial for a Iransmis-
sion venture. Of that, the Modesto
district would buy 83 percent and
Redding he rest al 8 combinéd cost
of $157 million, plus more for Ninanc-
ng. laxes, cooling supply, transmis-
ston lines and nuclear fuel.

Because they will go to the bond
murket for money, Redding and (he

irrigation distiict hired Ebasco for |

an independent study of the nuclear
project.

Unit | of the Arizona project cur-
rentiy Is more than 90 percenl com-
plete und expecied 1o begin operal-
ing by May 1983, Ebasco found. Unit
2 s 220 for completion In May 1984
and Unit 3 in May 1986,

Ebasco offered several alterna-

live, Al::l slower, complelion sched-
' ules, euch with a correspondingly

Righer price tag Delays are likely to
occur bevause of the time it takes o
get a completed plant fully tested
and ready 1o run, the consullant's
report sald. Al the Arlzona project,
like other projects around the pa-
Uon, (hal turnover process already is
i'4 moanths behind schedule snd not
moving as fast as construction has
moved.

The most lixely schedule wou'd
sel back Unils | and 2 by eigh:
months and Unit 3 by nin® months
and would cost $4 85 bithion, Ebasco
found

Charles Viss, MID's assistant
general manager for power resourc-
es, sald that would raise the cost o
MID and Redd 'ng from $157 million
to $182 milla, wih an undeter-



