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AN OUTSTANDING IDEA r“

REALTIME MEASUREMENTS
REDUCE HEALTH RISK

To comply with the requirements of the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA), Chem-Nuclear Geotech
(Geotech) cullscts air samples and monitors 25 percent of ils
work force that have the potr 1tial 10 be exposed to respirable
silica dust. In additon 10 monitoring ns own work force
Geotech also monitors subcontractor employees at the various
work sites. The only OSHA-approved instrument to collect aur
samples in an MSA Flowlite air sampling pump; however, the
turnaround time for analysis of samples is t; pically two to three
weeks from the potential ~xposum. The Cectech UMTRA
Program Manager determined that this tumaround time was
unacceptable to protect employees adequately, and a new
process to sample and monitor for respirable silica dust was
sought

The Silica Dust Committee was formed to develop an elfective
stlica dust sampling program, and 1o find or develop instruments
that would provide real-time silica dust analysis. The
committee determined that a “'mini ram’* could provide real hume
measurements. A mini ram is an instrument that measures
anything that is respirable, which could be silicn dust, water
vapor, other kinds of dust, and the like. “everal work areas
were sampled with both the mini ram and the MSA Flowlite

devices and the resulting measurements we ¢ equivalent

The Geotech silica dust sampling program was modified 10
incorporate the use of the mini ram and to eluninate the use of
the MSA Flowlite air sampling respirable pump for monitoring
subcontractor employees The Silica Dust Commuittee
developed a Field Directive that gives a construction inspector
the authority to direct a subcontractor to imtiate tghter
engineenng controls, should it become necessary. Ceolech

centinues to routinely sampie 2§ percent of its work force using

the MSA Flowlite air sampling pump per OSHA requirements

In addition to protecting the emplovees through faster analysis
the new silica dust sampling program significantly reduces the
costs of monitoring workers. The new sampling program
reduced the number of samples taken with an MSA Fiowlite aur
sampling pump by 30 samples per week, for a savings of
$172,224.00 per year. The mini ram costs only $2,000.00 per

year to use.
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“It's out of the way and glad of it."’
‘Will Rogers

There 15 nothing spectacular about the name of Durango, nor s

there any mystery about its ongin. There 15, however, a moral 10

its founding. Two of the seven deadly sis are at the source
Greed and Pride

In the early months of 1880, the little town of Animas (now the
northern hall of Durango) was a thiiving gold and silver mining
town. Homesieaders who had struck out in the mines were
striking it rich in the fertile agricultural lands along the river. Word
it the economic boom  from the combined minung and farming
indusiries spread rapadly both cast aud west, Late-comung
California-bound gold-rushers, stopping in Anunas to resupply
before the final leg of their journey, spread stories of the idyllic
mountain-surrounded town. [ts relative proximity to Denver
piqued the interest of the Denver and Rio Grand  Railroad barons,
who, noting the isolation of the commumty, suggested their
rulroad as the solution to Ammas’ economic trade and
transportation problems. They presented the town fathers with a
plan to ~xtend the radl lines through Silverton into Animas, In
return for this geperous plan, the town futhers had only © donate
the land for a railroad depot. Believing the greedy railroad barons
were only looking out for themselves (probably a justifiable
conclusion), the town fathers refused and demanded e railrosd
buy what the railroad needed. Angered by the pride of the elders,

the ratlroad mouved a mile or so down the road from the town limils

claiming the founding of Durango

and drove the tirst stake

Durango grew quickly. Owver 2,000 setiiers poured in responding
to ralroad advertisements for employment and a lilestyle that
rivaled Denver's. Twenty saloons had opened by 1881 and the
town boasted 134 Jegitimate businesses plus a red-light district
Cattle herds made regular stampedes through Main Street on the
way to the ratlroad stock yards. There were bar fights, shoot-em
ups, and two hangings before Durango’s first anniversary: one for
a hapless murderer cornered in his cell by a lynch mob; the other, a

poar soul jerked to Jesus after a fair trial by a jury of his peers

Named after the ranching community of Durango, Mexico, hearth
site of the cattle breed by the same name, Durango slowly
cultivated a more gracious social standard, becoming indeed the
“"Denver of the Southwest.”" Still a smaall town with a population
of only 13,000 including the annered portion of Animas, Durango
has become the cultural and cducational center of the Four
Comers area

By Storey Christine Smith

Adapted from information provided by the

Durango Chamber of Commerce




