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we are reporting the attached Reportable
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Very truly yours,
VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION
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Donald A. Reid
Plant Manager
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On 03/14/91 at 0450 hours, with Reuctor vessel cooldown in progress following a
reactor scram on 03/13/91 (subject of Licensee Event Report 91-05), and with the “B" loop
Residual Heat Removal (RHR)(BO*) system flushed and lined up for Shutdown Cooling, a
Group 4 Primary Containment I-olation Signal (PCIS)(JM)* was received during two attempted
stai'ts of the "B" RHR pump. The Group 4 Isolation signal resulted in a trip of the "B" RHR
pump and closure of Shutdown Ccoling Suction Isolation valves. The second failed pump start
attempt was initiated at 0455 hours. At 0504 hours, after isolations were reset = second
time, the "D" RHR pump was successfully started on the "B" RHMR loop. Shutdown Cooling
remained in operation on the “B" RMHR loop fur the duration of the shutdown., The reactor was
returned to critical on 03/18/91 at 0055 hours.

The "Root Cause" of this event has not yet been determined, Results of root cause
investigations and testing completed to date have been inconclusive in identifying the
exact cause of the pressure surge in the "B" RHR loop which occurred after the "B" RHR pump
was started. More comprehensive testing is presently being planned for the upcoming 1992
Refueling Outage. Apprcpriate corrective actions will be developed based upon analysis
‘¥ of test results and will be reported to the commission in a supplemental LER.

*Energy Informa.ion Identification System (EIIS) Component Identifier
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