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SYNOPS]S

This investipation wat initiated based upon 8 requett from the Regiona)
Adminictrator, Region |, that ar fnvestigation be conducted intn @& potential
1icense violation drscovered ouring the course of ar inspection at Radiatier
Technology, Inc, (RTI), Rockaway, New Jersey. The investigation attempted teo
determine whether RT] management 1ntont1onl{1y violated a license condition by
bypassing & safety interlock system on their seryvice frradiator, and whether
licensee persnrre’ pttempted to delav an unannounced NRC faspection as part of
an efénrs to concea)l the bypassed safety interlock,

During an inspection on Februsry 26, 1986, NRC Reginn 1 inspectors observed ar
RT] Irragiator Operator bypast the safety interlock on the personnrel access
door of the service irradiator, This safety interlock s a condition of RTl's¢
Ticente, Additionally, when the inspectors first arrived at the RT] facility,
they were delayed by licercee personne] for approximately 1/2 hour fror
starting their ingpection.

This investigatine determined that the bypassing of the safety interinci
gyttem nn the personne) access donr was done with the knowledge and at the
direction ¢ BY] management, Evidence developed during the investigation
indicatec that the Operations Marager was the highest ranking RT] officia)l
avrve of thie practice. The fnvestigation also revealed that the delay of the
intpertnrs wet due to A cenera) ynderstanding on the part of RT] operators,
None ¢f the BT] pereanrel dndicated that ¢his delayv was part of ar effort te
conces) the bynatsed safety syster,
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APPLICABLE REGULATIONS

Section 1€) of the Atomic Energ) ket of 1954, as amended (42 U.8.C, 2201)
proviges, in part: In the performance of its functions the Commission 1s
suthorized to...

“b, estatlish by rule, regulation, or order, such standards and
instructiors to govern the possession and use of specia) nuclear material,
source material, and byproduct material as the Commission may deem
necessary or desirable to promote the common defense and security or to
protect health or to minimize danger to 1ife or property..."

Section 223 of the Atoric Enargy Act of 1954, a¢ amended (42 U.8.C, 2272)
provides, in part:

"Wheever willfglly violates, attempts to violate, or conspires to
violate, ary provisior of this Act for which no criminal penalty is
specifically provided or of any regulation or order prescribed or issued
under section €5 or subsections 161 b., 1., or o, shall, upon conviction
thereof, be purithed by 2 fine of not more than $5,000 or by imprisonment
for not more than two years, or both,.."

Conditions 17 and 1B of License No, 29+13€13-02 incorporate by reference
certain commitments made by the licensee in correspondence relating to the
Ticensing process, Among these commitments are:

Radiatinr Moritoar « A radipgtion monitor which monitors the radiation

Yeve! incide the irradiator room 1% interlocked with an electric latech on
the accect maze personnel ¢oor, The electric lateh will not actuate to
pper the accese maze persornel door 11 the radiation monitor indicates
greater ther eight times backgraurd radiation level, Thic frterlock must
be reset and clear after irradistor operation to gain persornel access tc
the irradiator roor, and will not 2llow personnel access during irrediator
operation,
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

Purpose 0f Investipetior

The purpose of thie invectigation was to determine whether Radiation Technology,
Inc. (RT1), Rockaway, New Jersey, willfully violated a condition of ft¢

Ticense by intentionally bypassing & safety interlock system on their service
{rradiator, An additions] aspect of the investigation was to determine

whether licensee personne) attempted to delay an unannounced NRC ingpection a¢
nart of an effort to conceal the bypassed safety interlock systerm,

Background

This investigation wee initiated based upon a request (Exhibit 1) fror

Thomae £, MURLEY, Regional Administrator, Roginh ], that an investigation be
condurted inte the willfylness of a potertial license violatior discovered
during an inspection of RY]'s Rockaway facility on Febryary 26, 1986, The
Reguest for Investigation aleo noted thet there was & half-htwr delav from the
time the ingpectors arrived at the facility unti) they were allowed tn begir
their intpection,

On March 3, 10EE, Jares M, TAYLOR, the Director of the Office of Inspectine
and Enforcement, fssued an immediately effective Order (Exhibit 2) suspendineg
FT1'¢ Yicerce, The order was based upon vinlations of Yicerse conditions
(Exhibite & and £) cdiscovered during inspections on September 2€, 19B4, anc
Febryarv 26, 198¢, and findires developed during & previous 0! investigation
(Cate No, 1-BE-026). By Yetter of March 13, 1986 (Exhibit 3), TAYLOR con-
ditionally rescinded the suspension Order provided RT] comply with the various
conditiore Yiested ir the rescistion order, Dr, Martin A, WELT, the President
and Chief Executive 0f¥¥icer € RT], requested a hearing on the suspensior
Order by letter of March 16, 19BE (Exhibit &),

Interview of NRL Inspector

On March 10, 198€, Francis ¥, COSTELLO, Senior Health Physicist, Region |, was
interviewed by O] Investigators (Exhibit 8). COSTELLO said that he and

"E¢" WURTZ arrived at RT]'s Rockaway facility at approximately B:00 a.m. or
February 26, 1986, to conduct an unannounced inspection., When they arrived at
the facility, the inspectors noticed that the red 1ight on the irradiatnr
building was on which would indicate that the irradiator was in operation,

COSTELLO said that when they first arrived, Jean KOLAKOWSK], the receptinnist,
admitted them to the building, After telephoning the irradiator operator,
KOLAKOWSK! returned and told the inspectors that the{ could not qo down tn the
irracdiator area and start their ingpection ynti) “B411" JOURIS arrived,
Shortly therea®ter, "Jeff' ERIER arrived and took the inspectors back to his
office, COSTELLO related that soon after going back to BRIER's office, they
noticed that JOURIS was sittine at the desk in his office and appeared to have
peer there for awhile, JOURIS then took the inspectors down to the irradiator
area, COSTELLD estimated that thev had been delaved approximately 1/2 hour
from starting the'r inspection,

Case No,  1-B6.00¢ 9
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COSTELLD sadtd that one of the first things they wanted done g¢ part of the
their ingpertinn wat & test of the eafety interlocks, By the time the,
grrived at the {rrgdiator grea, the source was alveady down, and COSTELLC
asked that the access goor be opened ¢n that they could be?ﬁn their ingpec-

tion, COSTELLO said that he then observed “Dave" CONSTANTINE, the operator,
use 8 screwdriver 1o reach thenugh the wire mesh door and manipulate the door
knob from the irside to oper the door, COSTELLO stated that in addition to
WURTZ, JOURIS, and BRIER 2lso witnessed CONSTANTINE opening the personne!
access donr dn this manner,

COSTELLC sa‘e that whern he asked CONSTANTINE why he had ysed the screwdriver
to open the personnel access door, CONSTANTINE told him that the keyv would not
work because the radiatior monitoring unit was broken and would not send the
permissive signa) to the door, When asked by COSTELLO, Jeremy WOLFE tnld hir
that problems with the radiation monftoring system had begun around February 20
and ther failed for anod on Febrypry 28, 1986, COSTELLO related that WOLFE
caic ar ingividual from Nuzlegr Research Corporation had attempted to repeir
the yrit on February 26 but wes unable to do sn., CONSTANTINE told COSTELLO
that he knew how to npen the door by using @ screwdriver since he had seen
this method usec several years 8Qo wher there had been a problem with the
personng] access docr,

COSTELLO said that JOURIS acknowledged to him that he was aware that they had
beer opersting in the frracdiator without the radiation monitor functioning
properiv, JOURIS told COSTELLO that he had thought about not permitting
operations to continue in thic manner byt derided to let therm operate arvway,
COSTELLO stated that later thet dav, he spoke with WELT who told him that ne
brew that BT] was havina a probler with the radiation monitorino unit bu*

did not know that they were bypassing the safety interlock on the persanne)
access dnor,

Interview 0f Operations Manpoer

On March 11, 19BE, William Edward JOURIS was interviewed by 01 Investigators
(Exhibit §). JOURIS sadic that, among his other duties, he is currently the
Operations M nager of KT)'s Rockaway facility., JOURIS said that on

Febryary 26, 19BE, he sscorted NRC Inspectors “Frark" COSTELLO and “Ed" WURTZ
to the service irradiator, Wher COSTELLO requested the door to the cell be
opened, "Dave" CONSTANTINE, the operator on duty, opened the personnel access
door by inserting ¢ screwdriver through the wire mesh door and manipulating
the door knob spindle,

JOURTS related that wher this occurred, he was aware why this was necessary,
Me said that the radiatior monitor had been removed and that the permissive
signa) to the safety interlnck on the personnel access door could not be given
without the radiation monitor, JOURIS safd that on the previous day he had
made the decisior and personally removed the radiation monitor from the
irradiator, He said that he did so because “Jeremy" WOLFE had tnld him that
the monitrr seemed to be malfunctioning. JOURIS said thet he thinks that the
First time he had heard that it wes malfunctioning was during the day nf
February 25.

Cese Ko, 1«BE-D0E 10



JOURIS saic that after removing the radiation monitor, he gove 1t to Bart KAPLAN
of Nutlear Research Corporgtion in Dover, New Jersey, JOURIS sei¢ that KAPLAN
had come to Tl to deliver another part, JOURIS could not recall whether he
hed telephoned KAPLAN about the radiation monitor or just took the opportunity
to give 1t to him since he was there delivering the other part. JOURIS said
that 1t was Just after €:00 p.m, on the evening of fobrucr{ 25 when he removed
the radiation monitor and gave 1t to KAPLAN, JOURIS recalled that KAPLAN
returned with the radiation monitor around noon time on February 26 while the
NRC inspectors were present, The radiation monitor still did not work in the
p’ung. ant RT] replacec 1t with another monitor from the Salem, New Jersey,
facility.

JOURIS said thet 1t was entirely his responsibility that they continued to
operete the irradiator without the safety interlock system involving the
redistion monitor, He said that "Gerry" CUNNINGMAM was the operator on the
night of Febryary 25, JOURIS said that he was aware there was product thet
needed to be irradiated and was going to be run that night, JOUR]S said that
he could have told ther not to operate the irradiator but did not Jo s0. Me
said that he did not think about how the operator would get in and out of the
cell and, the first time he saw how this was done was on the morning of
February 2€. JOURIS stated that he did not think of the continued operation
of the irradiator without the radiation monitor as & Yicensing violation unti)
the morning of Febryary 2€. HKe said that it did occur to him that the son-
tinued operation of the irradiator with 3 false signal from the radiat on
mernitor could be an unsafe situation because the monitor would give the
permissive signal even 1¢ radiation was present,

JOURIS related that he did not advise WELT of the problem and did not think
that WELT was aware of the situation until the meeting with the NRL inspectors
or February 26, JOUR]S steted that he did rot notify BRIER, SADEK, RUSSEN, or
any other member of RT] maragement concerning the problem. He said, to ine
best of his knowledge, this method of entering the cel)l had not beer usec
previously,

JOUR]S said thet any delay of the NRC inspectors in entering this facility on
Februery 2€ was due to his “"standing orders" that no visitors were to be
#1lowed intc the cell ares outside of norma) business hours., He satd that up
unti] the time of this incident, he was not aware that the NRC could have
access anytime the facility was operating. He saio he 1s now aware of this,
JOURIS related that he did tel)l “Dave" CONSTANTINE to shut down the irradiator
on the morning of February 26, but he did not recall why he did so. JOURIS
thought that he may have done sc “in panic" because he was not expecting an
NRC inspection, JOURIS stated that he was not trying to delay the entry of
the inspectors or hide anything from them,

During the interview, JOURIS furnished photocopies of the RT] “Daily Sign In"
sheet for Febryary 26, 1986 (Exhibit 10), and one page of the “Irradiation Log
Sheet" covering the period of February 22 to March 1, 1966 (Exhibit 11).

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE: At approximately the mid-point of the interview with
JOURIS, WELT entered the conference room where the interview was taking
place anc asked in & very loud voice 1f the investigators had heard hin
shouting outside the roor., WELT then said in 2 very loud and threatening

Case Nc. 1+B6-00¢ 1]



voice that we had not heard the Tast of 4t and that 41 the plant was not un
g aporating by that afternnon, we are lookirg at & $50,000,000 Tawsuit,
WELY ther o€t the conference roar, vinlently slammine the door behind him,

Interview of Asgistant Operations Marpger

On March 13, 1986, Jerermy Doualas WOLFE was interviewed by 0! Investigators
(Exhibit 135. WOLFE 45 currently the Assistant Operations Mansger/Plant
Superintendent at RT1's Rockaway facility. WOLFE said that he first started

suspecting trouble with the radiation monitor on the Thursday (February 20, 198€)

pefore the NRC ingpection. Me said that the needle on the radiation indicator
on the contro) console was not coming a1l the way up as 1t should have but
they were sti1) receiving the permissive signa) on the personnel access door.
WOLFE related that he had telked to WELT approximetely two weeks before this
regarding the regulatory steps necessary to uparade the rediation monitoring
system. WOLFE said that he wanted tn have inctalled the same monitoring
syster a5 in RT1't North Carolina plant. WOLFE said that this discussion tool
place before the development of the moet recent problems with the radiation
moniter,

WOLFE related that when he first noticed the problem with the radiatior
monitor on February 20, he mentiened 1t to JOURIS, He believes he told him
that he just did not think 1t was working correctly, WOLFE thought that
JOURTS may have s2id something about getting a repairman out to ook at it

WOLFE thought that JOURIS probably told him sometime on Tussdey (Februsry 28)
that # repairman was coming trat night tn look at the radiation monitor,

WOLFE caid that he did not have diecuscione with anvoue else about the prob-
leme with the radiation monitoring system. That evening, the repairman pulled
the radiation monitoring urit's electronic box from the rear of the control
consnle byt €211 coule not get it warking so he took it with him to his shop,
WOLFE could not recal) whether JOURIS ar someone else went into the cell to
remove the monitoring probes, WOLFE said that at the time the repairman was
removing the unit, CONSTANTINE was just completing his shift and CUNNINGHAY
was coming on, WOLFE said that JOURIS and he were the only other persone
present, He also stated that unti) February 25 when the repairman arrivec,
thay were £ti11 getting the permicsive signal and, consequently, still usine
the key to accest the cell,

WOLFE said that he did not recall any discussion of whether or not they should
continue operating without the radiation monitor, but he knew that they had
product to irradiate and it was his understanding that 1t would be processed
that night, WOLFE said that he did not realize at the time that they would
not be able to get a permissive signal {f the monitor wa: removed. WOLFE said
that an operator would have to enter the cell between runs in order to hit the
reset button prior to starting a new rur, He said that CUNNINGHA¥ would have
had to enter the cell between runs on the night of Februarv 25 by either using
2 screwdriver or roaching around to open the door from the inside, WOLFE said
that he had no recollection of questioning CUNNINGHAM regarding this matter,
WOLFE said that he sti1) thought that the operation was safe because of the
other safety interlocks and the survey meter, He stated thet 1t did not occur
to him that it was a possible licensing problem until the following marning
wher the NRC inspectors were there,
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WOLFE said that on the morning of February 26, he arrived in the cel) ares at
ebout E:30 a.rm.  "Dave" CONSTANTINE was the operator or duty at the time when
JOURTS callec down and said that the NRC ingpectors were here and that the,
would be dowr shortly, WOLFE satd thet he had no recollection of being tole
to stop operating but thought that they were unloading the cell at the time,
He s21¢C that wher NRC Inspector “Frank" COSTELLO asked that the personne)
access door be opened, CONSTANTINE, who could not get the permissive signa!,
resched through the door with the screwdriver and turned the latch, WOLFE
$27¢ that he had never seen this technigue used before and did not rece))
talking to CONSTANTINE about 1. WOLFE said that he had no knowledge of any
ptterpt to delay ertry by the NRC inspectors on February 26, Me said that he
#nd JOURIS were ynger the genera) ynderstanding that 1t was company policy not
to allow NEC fnspectors entry unti) the Radiation Safety Officer or Planmt
Manager showed up, WOLFE said that he was not aware of any other procedurs)
or license violations,

Jrteryiewe of Ereirneering Pergenne)

Or March 11, 1986, Jeffrey Pay) BRIER was interviewed by O] Investigators
(Exhibit 170, BRIEF 45 currentlv the Director of Engineering for BT, BRIEP
$a1¢ that he had never geen the pereannel access door to the irradiator opened
by reaching throygh the door with & screwdriver unti) the NRC inspertion on
February 26, 1966, He related that until that time, he was not aware they ha¢
heen experiencing problemt with the radiation monitor,

BRIER sadd thet after the NBC inspectinn, he learned that the vadiatior
moniter had been taker out on the night of February 25 for repair by the
Nuclear Research Corpnration, BRIEF cadd the unit stil) did not functinn
satisfactorily when 1t was reinstalled and he had to design new circuitry for
the installatior of 8 new monitering unit which they obtained fror their Saler
farility, BRIEK related thrt when he wes overseeing the fnstallation of the
new unit, he learned throuoh “gbsorbed hearsav" that the old radiatior mani.
toring sveter had beer behaving “funny” for severa) days prior to the NRC
inspectior on Febryary 26, He added that he did not know 1f the system ever
tote)ly failed,

BRIER said that when he arrived at work on February 26, 1986, he met the NR(
inspectors who told him thev had been denied entry. He said that he brought
them back to hic office and, when he noticed that "Bi11" JOURIS wae in, he
took the inspectors to JOURIS, BRIER said that he had no knowledge of any
attempt to delay entryv by the inspectors other than the fact that nn off
shifts, the operators did not allow visitors into the cell areas. BRIER added
that he wae not aware of any reasor why an frradiation run wnuld be stopped
upon the arrival of the NRC inspectors,

On March 11, 1986, Theodore RUSSEN was interviewed by 01 Investinators
(Exhibit 19), RUSSEN related that he voluntarily retired from RT] or
Febryary 28, 1986, Prinr to his retirement, RUSSEN had been the Maraocer of
Facilities and Enaineering for RT],

RUSSEN said thet during the last two weeks prior to his retirement, he was
working on the problem of the radiation monitoring system for the service
frradiator. He said that the monitor had never really worked that well,
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agein but got tirec of doing so. CONSTANTINE said that on & couple of
pccasions, he used a screwdriver to unlock the door and then walked in with
the survey meter, He related that he left the screwdriver on top of the
conveyor Goor cage so that it would be handy, The next day, he told WOLFE
about the problems with the permissive signal, and CONSTANTINE believed that
WOLFE said he was going to look into 1t. CONSTANTINE stated that on this day,
however, the 1ight was working properly,

CONSTANTINE saio that on February 25, he again began experiencing problems
with the permissive signal and notified WOLFE and JOURIS. Later that same
day, hé went over to the Radwood side of the plant. When he returned, at
approximately £:30 p.r. to 5:45 p.m., & repairman was there, but had not
sterted to work on the unit, CONSTANTINE stated that before he left for the
day, he mentioned the problem to "Gerry" CUNNINGHAM, the evening Shift
Operator who was coming on duty.

CONSTANTIND seid that wher he arrived for work the next morning, CUNNINGHAW
told him that the repairman had teken the radiation monitor back to his shop.
CONSTANTINE said he did not discuss the matter with CUNNINGHAM, but because
the radiation monitoring system was not working, CUNNINGHAM would had to have
used some method, such as the screwdriver, to open the personnel access docr,
CONSTANTINE seid that the only other time he remembered somecne using @
screwdriver 10 open the access door was approximately two or three years ago
when there had been a problem with the radiation monitor., CONSTANTINE said he
could not remember who usec the screwdriver on that occasion.

CONETANTINE related that on the morning of February 26, "Jean" KOLAKOWSK]
called him and told him that NE( inctpectors had arrived, CONSTANTINE said
that he told her not to let ther in unti] he had an opportunity to call his
supervisor, By this, CONSTANTINE meant either WELT or JOURIS. CONSTANTINE
sa1d that his decision not to let the inspectors in was based on his under-
standing that this was the proper procedure to follow, CONSTANTINE saic that
this was the policy at ris former employer, Isomedix, and he assumed thet RTI]
hec¢ the same policy.

CONSTANTINE related that before he had an opportunity to call JOURIS, JOURIS

had already taken the inspectors downstairs., CONSTANTINE said that when the
inspectors showed up about E:05 a.m., at the RT] office, he was in the middle

of & batch run, He said he did not shut the irradiator down because the
inspectors ha¢ arrived, but because the run had been completed by the time the
fnspectors arrived downstairs (approximately 8:30 a.m.). CONSTANTINE saic

that when he told KOLAKOWSK] not to let the inspectors in, he was not attempting
to hide anything from them,

On March 17, 1986, CUNNINGHAM was interviewed by an O] Investigator (Exhibit
22). CUNNINGHAM related that he is & Shift Supervisor/Irradiator Operator at
the Rockaway facility, and he works the night shift on Sundays, Mondays,
Tuesdays, and every other wWednesday.

CUNNINGHAM said tnet he did not experience any problems with the radiation
monitoring unit on February 23, 1986, because he did not have any product to
irradiate. Me related that he did not have any problem on the following night
but said that "Dave" CONSTANTINE informed him that there had been & problem
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with getting the green access light on the personne) door. CUNNINGHAM said
that when he arrived on Tuesday evening, Febryary 25, @ repairman was already
working on the AECL monitor, CUNNINGHAM said that since the cel)l was down, he
went over to the wood shop. When he came back from the wocd shop, JOURIS told
him that the repairman could not fix the radiatior monitoring unit and was
going to take it with hir,

CUNNINGHAM said thzt he asked JOURIS what wat going to be affected by the
removal of the menitoring unit, CUNNINGHAM related that JOURIS told him that
basially, the only thing affected byv the removal of the unit was the fact
that he would be unable to get the qreen permissive signal 1ight on the access
door, According to CUNNINGHAM, JOURIS told him that the other safety inter-
lock systems were working and to just use either his finger or 2 screwariver
to reach through and oper the access door.

During the interview, CUNNINGHAM reviewed the irradiation log sheet and said
thzt 1t wourld have been necessary for him to enter the cell on at least four
occasions on the night of February 25-26, 1986, CUNNINGHAM said that when it
was necessary to enter the cell, he used either his finger or a screwdriver
fror his too! box.

CUNNINGHAM said that he left work on February 26, 1986, yrior to the arrival
of the NRL inspectors. CUNNINGHAM sard that until that time, it was his
understanding that he should let NRC inspectors into the buildino but to have
ther wait until ore of the corporate officers showed up. CUNNINGHAM related
that he now. knows that NRC inspectors have the legal right to enter any time
the fecility 15 in operation. CUNNINGHAM stated he did rot believe there was
any attempt to hide anything from the inspectors on the morning of

February 26, 1986,

On Maych 11, 1986, Thomas Qather Glenn CHURCH was interviewed by 0! Investigators
(Exhibit 15)., CHURCH is currently an lrradiator Operator/Shift Supervisor at

the Rockaway farility, 2nd he works the day shift on Thursdavs, Fridavs,
Saturdays. ‘¢ every other Wednesday.

CHURCH said that he was not aware of any problems with the radiation monitoring
unit until Thursday, Februaryv 27, 198E, CHURCH related that when he arrived
that morning, "Jeremy" WOLFE told him that one of the shift supervisors had
used a screwdriver to open the personnel access door when some NRC inspectors
were present, According to CHURCH, WOLFE added that the monitor had started

to fail and that was the only mathod to open the access door. CHURCH said

that he had never used anything other than the key to open the personnel

access door,

CHURCH said that he had heard that the shift supervisor had not allowed the
NRC inspectors to enter on the dsy of the inspection. CHURCH related that he
had just beern informed by either WOLFE or JOURIS that the overator. were not
supposed to keep out NRC inspectors and that they should just let the inspec-
tors come in and "do what they wanted to."

On March 11, 1986, Michael Allen AYRES was interviewed by 0] Investigators
(Exhibit 16). AYKES is currently & Shift Supervisor/lrradiator Operator at
the Rockaway facility, and hic shift is at night on Thursdays, Fridaye,
Saturda;s, and every other Wednesday.
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AYRES szid that he wes not aware of anv problems with the radiation monitoring
system or the personnel door interlock unti) he read about 1t in the newspaper
after the NRC inspection on February 2€, 1986. He said that when he returned
to work on the evening of Felruary 27, he was advised that one of the super-
visors had used & screwdr’ver to open the door, AYRES s2io that he had no
knowledoe of arv other instances of someone using anything other than & key to
enter the personnel access door,

AYRES added tr . - also heard that when the NRC inspectors arrived on the
morning of Feb - 26 that the supervisor had not let them in immediately.
AYRES said that . that time, he also thought that that was the proper thing
to 6o, Since the inspection, AYRES said thet JOURIS had instructed him to
immediately admit any NRC inspectors after checking their identification,

Interview of Secretary to the Vice President

Or March 11, 19B€, Margaret Jean KOLAKOWSK] wee interviewed by Ol Investigators
(Exhibit 17). KOLAKOWSK] said that since November 1983, she has been the
secretary to George SADEK, the Vice President and Treasurer of RTI. She said
that on the morning of February 26, 1986, she was the first one to enter the
offices of RT], KOLAKOWSK! said that two NRC inspectors followed her in the
door that morning, One of the inspectors identified himse)f as COSTEL'0, and
KOLAKOWSK] told them that nobody else was there at the time and she di¢ not
have authority to let them in, Shortly thereafter, “"David" CONSTANTINE came
upstairs from the operations ared and told her that on WELT's instructions,
they could not let the NRC inspectors enter until a supervisor arrived.
KOLAKOWSK] said that she called "Bil1" JOURIS at home and told him that two
KRC irspectors had arrived. JOURIS said that he would be right there,
KOLAKOWSK] said that she then informed the inspectors that they could not
enter until JOURIS arrived and that he would be there shortly. KOLAKOWSKI]
saéicd that ¢he did not have any further conversation with the inspectors and
after calling JOURIS, she had no further participation in the inspection.
KOLAKOWSK] said thet to the best of her knowledge, there was no attempt to
hige anything from the inspectors.

Interview of the President of PTI

On March 11, 1986, Dr. Martin WELT was interviewed by 01 Investigators (Exhibit
18,. WELT said that toward the end of January 1986, WOLFE called him and asked
if 1t would be possible to replace the maze radiation monitor with a b tter
instrument because of some sporadic difficulty. WELT said that he ask. | WOLFE
whether it was operating and WOLFE said that it was. WELT advised WOLFE to
checl the license and, 1f the instrument was not specifically described in the
Yicense, it could be replaced with instrumentation which did the same function.
WELT told WOLFE to get back to him with an answer, WELT said that WOLFE never
got back to him.

WELT said that the next time that he heard of anything regarding the radiation
monitoring system was when he returned from Cleveland on February 26, 198€,
after the NRC inspectors had clready left. He said that he was brie‘ed
regarding the irspection probably by either JOURIS or SADEK, At that time,
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311 he was tnld was that they had been operating the {rradiator with the maze
monitor having been taken out. He said he di¢ not learn until later about the
method of opening the personre) access door with a screwdriver,

WELT said that the whole problem was caused by JOURIS' desire to improve the
sensitivity of the moniter, WELT said that JOURIS' actior in permitting the
irrediator to be operated without the monitor was sometning that he should not
have done. WELT said that he could not tell us why JOURIS did what he did,

and that he could not tell us why POWELL did what he did. (This comment was

in reterence to the eavlier investigation invelving the defeat of the conveyor
door interlock system,) WELT said that the whole irradiator cell has beer
rebuilt since JOURIS was hired as Operations Manager. WELT said that part of
the upgrading was alsc his decision to take POWELL out of the job as Operations
Manager as soon as JOURIS was licensed,

WELT said that ever though the irradiator had been operated without the mize
monitor, there were many other safety devices that stil] worked. such as: *he
green 1ioht on the console th-* < ‘dirates that the source is down; the radiatior
reading at the personnel accec  door: t' > safety interlock or the personnel
access door that automati & Iy d ops the source if the door is opened; the
photoelectric eye in the maze; 'he o'~ that sounds if the saurce s stuck ir
the up position; the Yicht chat lashes whenever the source 1s up; and, the
smel) of ozone that is nresent wher the source 15 up, WELT saic that he doec
not know what more he ¢»2 do sinc~ t+ 3¢ lectured, coerced, yelled, screamed,
aucited, and tried to do veovthing “n have his personne) follow safety
procedures and the requir™en’¢ rf tne license, WELT added, "] know the rules
and the regulitions, 1 rFen'’ presk them,"

WELT said that there were "o ¢ ardino instryctions which directed operators to
bar or delay NRC inspecter:, He saicd that he was not aware of any conscious
atiempt to hinder the NRC ins, .tors on the morning of February 26, 198€,

WELT said that he ynderstood the NRC concerns with the violations but not the
severity of the actions, He said he also did not understand the NRC press
releases, which resylt ir inflaming public opinion., He added that he aiso ¢
not understand how after four safetyv ingpections of the new radiation monitor,
the NRC could order the suspension of operations, after permitting the resump-
tion of operations on darch 1. WELT said that he also disagreed with the
Order suspending the license, since according to NRC regulations, a radiation
worker 1s not a member of the general public.

WELT said that it was his opinion that the NRC should be audited, because the
inspectnrs were not properly trained and lacked rudimentary knowledge and
because of the variations in the way in which the different Regions inter-
preted procedures and regulations, He said that he had contacted the Office
of the President and 0ffice of the Vice Fresident about his current problems
with the NRC,

Killfulnece /Intert Section

~ - o

Durina the 0] investigation, the following evidence was developed regarding
whether RT] intentignally violated 2 license condition bv defeating a safety
interlock svstem on their service irradiator:
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1. Region | intpectors witnessed an RT] lrradiator Operator open the personne’
access door using & screwdriver during the inspection on Febryary 26, 1666,
JOURIS, the Operationt Manager, acknowledged to an inspector that he wes
sware they had beer operating without the radiatior monitor functioning
properly, He also said that he had thought about not permitting operations
to continge in this manner but decided to allow operations to continue
(Exhibit 8).

. JOURIS told O] investigators that he personally removed the radiation
monitoring unit and orve it to a repairman on the evening of February 2%,
He said that it was entirely his responsibility that RT] continued to
cperate without the safety interlock system since he was aware that
product was qoing to be irradiated on the evening of February 25, anc he
hed the authority to order the cessation of operations (Exhibit 9),

3, WOLFE said that he did not recall ary discussion of whether operations
should continpe without the radiatior monitor, but he acknowledged that
he knev produst was Qoing to be processed the night of February 28
(Exhibit 13).

&, KAPLAN said that wher JOURIS gave him the radiation monitoring unit, he
‘0ld KAPLAN that the unit was tied in with the safety interlock system
end was used for monitaring the radiation levels of the source, KAPLAN
related thet JOURIS 2lso told him that RT] needed the unit repaired as
soer as possible (Exhibit 21).

§.  CONSTANTINE ackrowledaed having used 2 screwdriver on several occasions
to open the personnel access door (Exhibit 14), CUNNINGHAM said thet
wher. JOURIS to’ie¢ him about the remova! of the radiation monitoring unit,
he asked JOURIC what was goino te be affected by the removal of the unit,
JOURIS teld him *hat the only thing affected by 1ts removal was the fact
that he would be unghle to get the permissive signa) on the access donr,
According to CUNNINGHAM, JOURIS told hirm that the other safety interlock
systeme were working and to juct use either his finger or a screwdriver
to open the accecs door, CUNNINGHAM entered the irradiator cell at least
four times on tne night of February 25-26, 198€, by bypascing the safety
interlock on the personnel access door (Exhibit 22).

During the 0! investigation, the following evidence was developed regarding
whether licensee personne) attempted to delay an unannounced NRC inspection as
part of an effort to conces)l the bypassed safety interlock system:

1, Wher the NRC inspectors first arrived at RT1, they were refused admit-
tance to the operations area, The inspectors were delayed appeoximately
1/2 hour from starting their inspection (Exhibit 8).

2. JOURIS saie that any delav of the NRC inspectors was due to his "standing
orders” that visitors were not to be 2llowed in the cel) arez outside of
normal butiness hours, He said that he was not tryino to hide anvthing
from the inspectors (Exhibit 8),
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Renart of Irterview of Michael A, AYPES on March 11, 1986,
(1 page)

Report of Interview of Margaret Jean KOLAKOWSKI on
March 11, 198€. (1 page)

?epo*t ?f Interview of Dr, Martin WELT on March 1], 1986,
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keport of Irterview of Theodore RUSSEN on March 11, 19f
(1 page)

Memorandur of Telephorne C21) from anorvmous caller on
March 13, 1986, (1 page)
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