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gonotable Reaneth M, Cart
Chairaan

Nucliear Regulatory Commission
wWashlongteon, DC 2085853

Deag Hr, Catr:

The Tennessee Valley Energy Coalition (TVEC) has
recently contacted me regatding future plans for the nuclear
program at the Tennessee Valley Authority.,” A copy of that
correspondence is enclosed, 1 would be interested in the
Commission's view of recent developments in this area.

TVA Chairman Marvin Runyon bas been quoted as saying
that, accordir Cgurrent grrvwth projections, TVA must begin
committing funds ¢O & New powar SOurce b{ 1994 and he
pbelieves & new nuc.ear plant is a credible option, Further,
Mz, Runson has visited Japan to investigate the possibility
of building a Japanese nuclear plant i{n the TVA area. The
new nuclea ' plant would be in addition to the completion of
the Watts Bar and Bellefonte plants and the restart of the
Browns Ferry plant,

1 am interested in your opinion regarding the issues the
TVEC ralses, Por instance, #re you satisfied chat TVA 1is
waking sufficient progress with existing plants to justify
Mr, Ruayon's optimlscic growth projections? 1 would also be
interested in the Commission's opinion of My, Runyon's idea
to build a Japanese plant, Are U.S5. companies gualified to
undertake future nuciear development and construction?

Other questions of concern to me ara:

- How would you assess the wmanagement attitude at TVA
toward safety and regulatory conpliance?

- Can you assure me that TVA will operate its Browns Fercry
and Watts Barr nuclear facilities safely, if parmission is
granted to generate power from them? When do you believe
these plants and the Bellefonte plant will be operating?

. Row would you summarize the regulatory problens
encounteced by the NRL at TVA over the past two yerrs?
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1 would appreciate a in depth answers to a¥ questions at
your earliest possible convenience. Thank you for your
attention to this metter and I look forward to heatling from

you,

Sasser
ted States Senator

Enclosure
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Tenncegsee Valley Energy Coallition
P.0, Box 27245
Knexville, Tn. 37927

Serator Janes Sasser
U.8. Senate
Washinglon, DC 20810

Dear Senator Sasser,

Wilh our trocps at war in the Persian Culf, and the Admin-
istration's unveiling eof its enargy policy, many Americane fae)
uneasy about the continuing the status quo of energy froductionAand
consumption, Currently, the Bush administratlion policy has taken
an alarming turn close to hona.

The Tennassee Vallay Authority is apparently slated to be
the showcase of the adaninistretion's revamping of nuclear pover,
The debates akcut the place of nuclear power and the policies of
TVA have gone on for some years now. We believe that a number of
recent developments give cause for concern for people on both sides
ef the fence.

Despite TVA's bad experience with nuclear power and its
zassive §19 billion debt, Marvin Runyon has anncunced that he
intends te bring all 7 of TVA's idled reactors on line. Chairman
Runyon, in comneénts to the prass mede “wo @isturkbing statenents.
The first was to the effect that nuclear power was a necessary pars
of reducing the country's dependence cn feraign oil. As you are no
doubt awvare, there is really no connection between the two issues -
the U.§. gets about 20% of its elaectricity from nuclear pewer and
about 5% from oil. A secend statement by Mr. Runyen was more

: striking. Fe stated that TVA was able to licenss rnuclear power
plants more easily than most utilities because, unlike thew, TVA
does not answer to public utilities comzissions. This seemed to be
ancther way of -cytnznthct TVA 1is not accountable.

One could certainly be forgiven for having thas impression.
The problens stemming from TVA's problematic nuclear plants and
their huge debts have been decumented in lecal, reyional, and
rational press stories. Yet TVA can anncunce its plans to tic the
Tenn. Valley ratepayers to furtier nuclear adventures without much
outery being raised (yet).

This re-emphasis on nuclear povey ssens especially inapprop-
riate in the wake of TVA's curtailment of its conservation and
energy efficiency prograns, 29 act that contrasts strongly with the
pelicy of progressive utilities across the countyy. Chairman
Runyen said that the $40 millien consaervation prograns was "toeo
axpensive".
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Sincerely,

“Dug g

Poug Daigle
T™VEC

P.S. Enclosed are ccpies of articles vhich have appeared over the
past few months that give a clear and vivid picture of beth the
TVA enargy agenda and conditions at watts Bar.
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