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J Atostio Safety and Licensing Board

U.S. Muolear Regulatory Commission
washington. D.C. 20555

: Testimony and Documents for the Cot. 24-Nov. 6th Hearing

Dooket # 50-155-OLA,

Dear Judges

Enclosed is my list of witnesses and documents to be relied
upon, with attachsents.'

I am slightly confused about the revelations that must be
made concerning cross-examination. I have submitted a few documents
with which the witnesses should be familiar when I oross-examine,

them. though I understand that this is a courtesy and not a
requirement. But I have made no attempt to list all the documents
that I might cite when making my arguments in findings of fact and
ocnclusions of law. If I am in error concerning this. pleas correct
no.

Also, plause note that I have attached none of the testimony
of Arthur J. Schwartz. Ph. D. His profiled testimony is already

,

in the docket, and the bulky deposition of June 1982 is in the
possession of many of the parties. In en effort to contain costs'

I have made no further copies. But I will scnd copies to any-

party on the service list that does not have a oopy. Please contact
me regarding this if necessary.

This submissien is dated October 3.1903. with Judge Block's
,

; indulgence. I have fulfilled the condition that he laid upon
; me that is I have not read my mail in the last three daye.

/
'

Sincerely for safe energy.

'I

John O'Neill II
intervenor pro no

ohochfj5O

PDR
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LIST OF WITNESSES AND DCCULENTS FOR THE CCT 24-NOV 6 IEARINGS

BIG ROCK SPE"T FUEL PCCL YCDIFICATICN DCCfGT # 50-155-OLA

0''Neill Centention II D (Air crash)

Witnesses:

Testimony of Victor McKanemy attached
Testimony of Christa-Maria attached to C-M's testimony list

Testimony of John O'Neill II attached

Testimony of Arthur J. Schwartz, Ph.D.
prcfiled testimony, May 17, 1982 previously served
deposition of Dr. Schwartz, taken June 3,1982 in

Ann Arbor, Michigan, at which Philip P. Steptoe
of Isham, Lincoln & Beale represented Consumers
Power, and Richard G. Eachmann and Richard J.
Goddard represented the NRC Staff. This deposition
already in possession of most en the service list.
Copies available upon request.

evidential deposition that may be taken at a date to be,

agreed Ic by the parties.
Dr. Schwartz han informed me that his teaching
schecule does not allow him to appear at the
Fetoskey hearings. He will soon be writing
a letter to the Ecurd addressing this. He
has experssed his willingness tc submit to an
evidential deposition in the Ann Arbor area
before the hearing. Thus I am profferin6 his
profiled testimony and the first deposition as
testimony. I trust that with licensee and Staff
I can work out some stipulation about the status
of these documents and agree to a convenient time
to depose Dr. Schwarts.

I have been attempting to reach Colonel Rajewski of the
Bayshore Airforce Trackinc Ease. I expect to call him
to testify on matters that include continued operation
of the base, routes and errors. I may have to
supeona him. If needed, this will be requested within
a few days.

Documents:

I expect to cffer into evidence tho documents, 22rcady
served ir. this proceeding by other parties, concerning
plant overflights and military operations.

"Th( Story Eehind the Fontagon's Broken Arrows," by Gary
n x uer, E 'he" Jone r , April, 1911. Atttched.

Letter fror t S.e 3: .cral Aviatirn Auth:rity, identifrinc
thu helicc-tcr c: ctea by Chricta. Thir will be cuttitted
. .ler receivet.

A vidic tape of the May 4, 1980 cenonstraticn ma:, c;ntain
footage of the biplane overflight. If thic ir the case it
wi:1 b< put into evidence.
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Christa-Maria Contention 8 & 0'N II E 2 & II E 3
I espect to une the NRC documents detailing the life-time

exemption from the single failure criteria cranted
to B16 Rock's Emergency Core Cooling System.

I will rely upon the annual inspection reports conducted by the
Institute of Nuclear Potter Operations. (IrlFO) reports).
These. I believe. nroeregularly docketed.

C-M 9(9)

I an in the process of tracking down testimony presented in
the hearings before the U.S. htvironmental Protection
1%gency that concemed the " Proposed Federal Radiation
Protection Ouldance for occuratienal hYpocuros." I will
submit these ns soon as possibid.

Testimony and Documents p. 2

i
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My name is Victor McManemy. I live at 10836 Center Road,
Traverce City, Mich1 an.E

On May 4th,1980 I was in the vicinity of Elzinga Park, Lexa-
lite Corp., and the entrance Road to Big Rock Point Nuclear
Power Plant on highway M-31, four miles north of Charlevoix.

I was there taking part in a non-violent, peaceful demonstra-
tion against the continued operation of the " experimental"
reactor owned by Consumers Power Co. We walked to Elainga Park
from the outskirts of Charlevoix, held a prayer circle there
and then proceeded to the entrance area to the plant on Big
hoca Road.

From the time we walked by the entrance road (en the way to,
the parg), until we *ere arrected by State Police and Sherriffs,I'd say about two hours elapsed.

i

c abilw walxing back to the plant Eate(after the prayer cervice)
a low fly in aircraf t approached rapidly from the north, and
once overhead proceeded to do a series of corkscrew turns
(possibly called " barrel rolls") . To my recollection this "exhi-
bition? was repeated while we Eathered at the entrance road
carrying out our attempt to contact officials at the plant about
our concerns and ousetions.

At the time I thought it incredible tha t someone would behave
in such a careless, recklees manner over a crowd of people, and
especially in the immediate vicinity of an experimental nuclear
reactor known for its inadeouate containment shield.
I was very upset at the time,as it was perceived by me and others
to be an act of defiance to what we were doinE. . .a sort of nose-thumbinE gesture towards our actions on th* Eround.

,

e
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TESTIMONY OF J0MM O'NEILL COMTENTIM II D

NsJee?
John O'Neill II

Address?

Route 2. Box 44
Naple City. Michigan 49664

Where were you May 4. 19607

I was participating in a demonstration at the entrance
of the Big Rock Reactor site, on M 31. I was on foot and spent
several hours in the vicinity.'

What did yhu see?

I saw a small, bright red, single engine biplane flying overheed.

How low?

It flew quite low. between 50 and 100 feet. The pinne
bussed the crowd. I was alarmed

Describe the plane's behavior.

It was performing acrobatio stunts. Most noteworthy were
some spectacular loop de loops.

The pilot appeared to be acting irresponsibly, given the
large crowd beneath him and the nucient remotor near by. His
stunts were taken by many people to be a hostilo dispiny
directed against the demonstration.

Did the plane fly over the plant?

This was all close thethe plant, a matter of seconds for a
plano flying that fast. I could not see the airspace over the
plant, so I can not any that it d&d not fly over Big Rock.

I
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An arrow is a nuclear weapon. A bro]<en arrow is a nuclcardisaster.

By Gary Hanauer

N S E PT E M B E R 13. 1980. A their arsenals-the United States and dent took place outside of Seymour-

O Grand Forks Air Force Base inB-52 bomber caught fire at the Soviet Union chief among them. Johnson Air Force Base near Golds-
One always has to sayprobably when boro. North Carohna, which threw the

Nonh Dakota. Although the Air Force discussing weapons accidents because it defense establishment into a panic. He
quickly imposed a news blackout on the is impossible to know for sure. Ever acadent remains the closest the U.S.
incident. North Dakota Disaster since the first controlled nuclear chain has come, so far, to an atomic disaster
Emergency Services Director Ron reaction took place at the Umversity of resulting from a weapons accident on
Affeldt said he heard a message oser Chicago dunng World War II, nearly home terntory. The Stockholm Inter-
the special radio channels his ofnce everything to do with nuclear national Peace Research institute (SIP-
momtors that included the words " bro- weapons-not only their design but RI) called Goldsboro "perhaps the
ken arrow." Rose words meant that accidents involving them and the sever. sincie most important example [of an
the accident at the base involved not ity, frequency and consequences of atomic] accident which nearly resulted
only a bomber. . but nucicar weapons. those accidents-has been top secret, in a catastrophe."
He bombers have a capaaty for 32 classined under provisions of the Atom- Two decades later, much informa-
nuclear missiles: best estimates are that ic Energy Act. What we do know about tion about it remains classified. Still, it
four were on board that day. broken arrows is what the Pentagon is seems clear that on January 24.19R in

Only four days later, early on Sep- willing to tell us and what a few know. the backwoods of North Carolina, a 2L
tember 19, an explosion rocked an ledgeable sources can nsk divulgmg. megaton A-bomb came one step away
underground Titan 11 nuclear missile The ofncial government position on from detonating.
silo near Damascus, Arkansas. Every- nuclear weapons accidents has never
one within a hve-mile radius of the silo been that they are impossible, but in the FIRE IN THE ski,

was evacuated; one worker was killed early 1960s the Pentagon shifted its EucENE PRICE, THE M AN AGING
cnd 21 others were injured. position semantically. In 1958, the gov- editor of th' News Argus. the locale

Although the Pentagon has still not ernment maintained: "It is considered newspaper in Goldsboro, had revenue
ofhcially conceded that the North that the possibility of the accidental nu- agent fnends on a stake-out in the hills
Dakota fire involved nuclear missiles, clear explosion of a nuclear weapon is of Wayne County, North Carolina,
th:t incident and the huge Titan 11 so remote as to be negligible." hoping to arrest a moonshiner. After
ICBM explosion in Arkansas are the Interestingly, by 1962, only four midnight, they called Pnce and told him
first two " broken arrows" the govem. years later, the Department of Defense that an Air Force plane had gone down
ment has admitted since a plane car- (DOD) had redefined the situation this near the town of Faro, about 12 miles
rying four H-bombs crashed in Green- way: " Nuclear weapons are designed from the stake-out. Pnce drove out to
land in 1968. It is probably safe to say with great care to explode only when the crash site.
that since we dropped the bomb on deliberately armed and fired. Neverthe- "The whole thing was eerie as hell," .

Hiroshima in 1945, there have been less, there is always a possibihty that as he remembers. "Part of the fuselage
hundreds ofincidents involving nuclear a result of accidental circumstances, an was lymg in the middle of the road. I
weapons and missiles around the world, explosion will take place." was told that one of the crewmen had
all of them caused by those few coun. What happened? been impaled by a tree and that a big
tnes with atomic death stockpiled in Well, Goldsboro happened. An acci. box was found attached to a parachute

APRIL 1981
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hanging from another tree."oart etact mes smtu

1. Feb 13.1950 Pacific Ocean. O't Puget Sou d. Wash. B-36 The plane crashed on the farm of.n

2. Aoaiit.1950 Manzano Base. New Menco B-29 Ellen and Buck Tyndall. "It lit up the |
3. July 13 1950 tecanon Onio B 50 sky," Ellen rememters. Indeed it did.
4. Aug 5.1950 Travis AFB (SW of Sacramento. CA) B-29 Firemen reponed ihat water behaved
5. - 1956 Kirkland AF9 (S ot AlberquerQue. NM) B-36 like gasolme on the flaming aircraft;
6. May 22,1957 Kirkland AFB (S cf AlburquerQue. NM) B 36 they were unable to put out the fire until eI

7. Oct 11.1957 Homestead AFB. Horida B-4 7 the Air Force arrived with foam to .
8. Dec.12.1957 Fairchild AFB (Scomane wast ) 8 52

extinguish it.
9. Feb 5.1958 Savannan. GA (b miles off coast) 6-47

The flight that ended in the Tyndall's i
10. Maren 11.1958 Florence. South Caronna B 47

11. May 22.1958 Leonardo. New Jersey Nas missile backyard started as a standard B-52 air-

' 12. Nov 4.1958 Dyess AFB (Abilene. Texas) B-47 borne alert training mission from Sey. ,
,

13. Nov 26.1958 Chennault AFB (Lake Chartes. LA) B-47 mour-lonnson. But at some pomt dur- |
14. July 6.1959 , Barkscale AFB (Shreveport, L A) C 124 ' 'ing the flight, the bomber's nght wing '~
15. Oct 15.1959 Glen Bean. Kentucky B-52 & KC-135 developed what the DOD euphemistic-
16. June 7,1960 - McGuire AFB (Wrightstown.NJ) BOMARC missile ally called "a structural fadure." In
17. Jan.19.1961 Monticello. Utah B-52 gg gg g g
1 s. Jan.24.1961 Goldsboro North Carolina B-52 The crew started to bum off excess fuel -
19. March 14.1961 Yuba City. Cahfornia B-52

to lighten the plane in preparation for
20. Jan.13.1964 Cumberland. Maryland B-52

21. Dec. 5.1964 Ellsworth AFB. South Dakota LGM 308 an emergency landing. Five of the eight !

(M.nuteman ICBM) crewmembers parachuted to safety; the .

22. Dec.8.1964 Gnssom AF3(Evansville. Indiana) B-58 three others were killed in the crash.

23. August 9.1965 Searcy Arkansas Titan missile The plane carned two of what the Air 1
'

24. Oct 12.1965 Wnght-Patterson AFB (Fanborn. Ohio) C-124 Force then and still maintams were "un-
25. Aug 24.1978 Roc k. Kansas T. tan missile armed nuclear weapons." According to -
26. Apol.1980 Wicnita. Kansas Titan missile Dr. Ralph Lapp, a well-known atomic -
27. Sept.16.1980 Grand Forks AFB. North Dakota B-52 -

I 28. Sept 191980 Damascus. Arkansas Titan it tCBM the DOD's Atomic Research and De-
santes u s 0.wwe Deuseem cow o D**=e **mem. suree ==.mnon.*.ce %=r.c re.w. velopment Board and an advocate of '

*we w w.a w.u
*
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24

__ _ _ _ . _ _ _ . _ . . . _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _
_ _ ______ _ __ _ _ _ _ _,._ _ ._.__ _ _.. _ _ ,._.-_,. _ _



__ . _ ._ _ ___

.

! .

,

*'
M O T l4 E it J0NES

ep

nuclear power, the weapons on board Ellsberg says that he. too, saw "a clas- wrote, "that if the st,tements on the

'
were both 24-megaton bombs. Lih- sdied document" reportmg the mcident capsule had been released m 1%1, fears
other nuclear bombs transported as bpp tells it. "At the time. the au- of weapons accidents might have been
aboard military planes at the time, they thors of the report [about the incident] dimimshed."
were in protective crates. Each war- were pretty disturbed by it," Ellsberg Leitenberg is not the only one who
head, according to Lapp, in his book insists. questions the capsule story. "It doesn't

i Kdt and Overkill, "was equipped with The Pentagon says there was no make sense," argues Lapp. "First of all, I

' six interlocking safety mechamsms, all actual chance of the Goldsboro bomb if the crew is on an airborne alert tram-
( of which had to be inggered in sequence explodmg. Without connrming the total ing mission and isn't carrymg that part

to explode the bomb." number of safety switches, DOD of the bomb, why were they carrying'

When the wing came apart, the spokespersons said at the time that two the rest of the bomb? I don't under-*

bombs automatically jettisoned, says of the six switches remamed untrig- stand their use of the word capsule. If,
. the Pentagon. "In one bomb, the para- gered. Lapp, now a consultant in the as they say, the bomb could not be
I chute deployed, and the bomb receised nuclear power plant field, recently told fired, then why even talk about the ;

I little damage " Pentagon press repre- me:"I stand by my story [that five of the number of switches that held?" bpp
sentative Lt. Col. Mark Foutch told me. six failedJ." and Leitenberg wonder why the mili-

,

That bomb apparently was the one by tary didn't just tell everyone concerned
THE CAPSULE at the time that even if'all the switchesthe tree.'

Ralph Lapp, who had leit govern * A N OT H E it TwI5T w AS ADDED IN had failed, the Goldsboro bomb would
ment service (he was also head of the 1969 when a DOD spokesperson told a not have detonated . . if, in fact, it
nuclear physics branch of the Office of different story to United Press interna- wouldn't have.
Naval Research) says he got an entirely tional reporter Donald May. "The Today, the Pentagon has changed its
different story about Goldsboro from bomb that fell was unarmed." he said. version further. No longer is there any
"someone in the military." "That is, a crucial piece of fissionable memion of a capsule bemg aboard. "To

"When Air Force expens rushed to matenal, necessaiy for a nuclear explo- trigger the bomb, the crew would have
the North Carolina tarm to examine the sion to occur, was not in it. 'Ihis piece had to perform a vital operation," says
weapon after the accidente" Lapp was called 'the capsule.' 'lhe capsule the Pentagon's Foutch.
wntes,"they found that rise of the six was not on board the plane." Does that mean the bomb was armed
interlocks had been set off by the fall. Why did the Pentagon wait eight or unarmed? "It's like talking about a
Only a single 5 witch prevented the 24- years to discuss "the capsule"? gun that isn't cocked." says Damel
megaton bomb from detonating and Milton Leitenberg, author of the nu- Ellsberg. "Everybody knows that you
spreadmg hre and destruction. .. clear w eapons accidents chapter of SIP- can drop an uncocked gun on the"

7 Daniel Ellsberg, the former deputy RI's Yearbook of World Armaments ground and it will sometimes Fo off.
g secretary of defense who is best known and Duarmament for 1968-49, ques- Unarmed can be a misleading word."

Y.
for leaking the Pentagon Papers in tions the covernment's crucial clantica-
1971, was working at the Pentagon at tion of th'c Goldsboro story. "It seems THE SECOND BOMB.

3 the time of the Goldsboro crash. reasonable to believe," Leitenberg AT THE littE Or tile GoL'DsBoHo
4. accident, editor Eucene Pnce behesed

4 it standard prrvedure that Air Force

i LIMITINO THE THREAT T s""''n ;"'|n*,"y'a"*n''."d. ?se$
'"

4 The Disarmament Working Group of the Coalition for a New Foreign and Mihtary me they were trying to find a seat."

} Pohey is launchmg a nauonal campaign to stop the MX missale and is lobbymg Price remembers. "It seemed pretty be-
members of Congress on the system's dangers. De group is also working for renewed llevable. I thought they were just tryng
SALT talks. he group makes available mformation on the issues of hrst-strike to piece everythmg together."*

J cap.ibihties and the Soviet Umon as a mihtary threat. Contact Gene Carroll for the Piccing everything together proved
name of a coahtson member m your area. Wnte: 120 Maryland Avenue NE, Washing- qmte a feat. Bits of metal and debris
ton, D.C. 20002: (202) 54MHOO. were everywhere, and those that werey

i The Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS) is known pnmanly as a found were put m a pickup truck and
[ Fold mme of mformation on nuclear power, but it has files on nuclear wcapons as well. hauled away. Charles T. Davis, a local

You can call NIRS toll-free between on,. p.m. and fn e p.m. EST at t 800) 424-2477, or shopkeeper who owns the land the Tyn-
-

you can wnte 153616th Street NW, Washmgton. D.C. 20036. d;;lls' farm is on says,"They asked ev-
| Catholic Action of Hawaii is a secular group fightmg to end that state's role as "the crybody who found any parts to turn

nuclear command center and weapons stockpile of the Paci6c." Direct act.on against them in, and people did. People from
nuke storage and radioact vc waste dumping by the military isone focusof the group's

miles around had Parts. To this day;actnities. he newly published Dark Side of Paradue: Hanan m a Nuclear World ise .
~ s me people probably have parts.p available for $3.95 (mcludes postage) by wnting Call at 1918 University Avenue, Davis wondered what the Air Force( l ionolulu. I lawaii 96H22; (808) 946-6303'.

E The Center for Defense Information is a Freat source for independent information was kmking for so intently, but the gov-
ernment would not tell him.'

about mihtary expenditures and weapcms systems. He center pubbshes The Deferuet-

Y Morinor ten times yearly. CD1 as at 122 Maryland Asenue NE. Washmgton. D.C. Atter the wreckage was cleared, men

h' 20102, (202) S4MMOO. -Deborah firanscum with Geiger counters searched not only
' -Conimued on page 52
[ .
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3e' entagOns' ro<en Arrows -

2 3) are not savme.""

in >anuarx iess.the D o D *ssued a-

press release listmg 12 nuclear weapons
liesed to hase been sesered by debris accidents, which took place between*

-continued from paae 28
from the explosion. "The bomb trag- February 5,1958 and January 19to.

the cordoned-off zone but an area for mented into pieces," says the Penta- Untd Stephen Talbot, a San Francisco-
two or three miles around as well, gon's Mark Foutch. based reporter for PBS, forced the gos-
according to Buck and Ellen Tyndall. In "It is our opmion that since we ernment (with the help of the Center for
fact, the Air Force searched for five looked so thoroughly and could not find Defense Information) to release a new
months. inspecting and reinspecting the the missing part, the hkelihood of any- hst last December, this was the only
f arm and the land around it. body else rinding it is nil," says Foutch. record of broken arrows made public by

One day, Buck Tyndall saw some of "But if sometndy were to find it, the the Pentacon.
the men looking at a piece of what was matenal could be harmful to that per- The ne'w list, which Talbot released

apparently the second bomb, though son." Radioactivity from the part to the press, showed there had been a
Tyndall didn't know it at the time, nor "would be above acceptable les els," he total of 27 nuclear weapons accidents,
did anyone else in Wayne Co*unty. "It adds. This desenption of the missing 15 of them during the penod in which

'

was lying on top of the ground," Tyn- part seems to contlict with an earher the DOD previously claimed there had I

dall says. "It was cracked. Rev felt that report from " official sources" carried in been 12. i

sometiiing had poured out of it." Later, U.S. News and World Report in Apnl in addition Talbot said the Pentaaon ,l
'

when Ellen Tyndall asked one of the 1968, which stated that the search was and the Defense Nuclear Agency told ;

men if what they were looking for was discontmued "because there was no him there had been "less than ten"
harmful, the man rephed, "There's danger of radiation." other broken arrows thev wouldn't de-~

nothmg here that could hurt yo a, but it It is interestmg to note that the mili- scnbe at all, because of" national secur-
could hurt your crandchildren." tary does not use phrases like "most of ity" reasons.

A speciai engineering group was the bomb" or "nearly all of the bomb" Even with the information provided
'

flown to North Carolma trom Fort Ord, to desenbe what was found;it says snly by the new list, the Pentacon would
h' ve us believe there were no accidentsCalifomia, to contmue the hunt. Using that " pieces were recovered." One fac- a

what Charles Davis remembers as for that may have raised eyebrows is involvinc nuclear weapons between the
" tractors with pans in a dragline-type what investigators found when they Greenla'nd plane crash in 1968 and last
system," the soldiers dug an immense pieced together what was left of that September's Titan 11 explosion m
hole that covered almost three acres second bomb. Damascus, Arkansas. He govemment
and was 35 feet deep. (Other estimates. All Ralph Lapp will say about it is says this starthne record is the result of

~

includmg the Pentagon's, put the depth that "there were problems involved at additional safety procedures, limited
at 50 feet.) In all, more than four mil- the site that I still don't feel comfortable Air Force traininc missions with
hon cubic feet of soil were piled onto talking about." When pressed further, weapons and new reliance on ICBM
the surroundmg property. Ground wa- Lapp said,"I don't think the problems systems. Before IW, there were an
ter samples were taken for testing. had to do with [ radioactive] spillage." a'verage of three accidents yearly and

"One day " says Davis, "they told One person says he knows what the fue in 195S alone. This dramanc im-
me they found what they were looking unreported problem was, and that's provement in the government's acci-
for and were going to cover up the hole. Damel Ellsberg. The " daily report" dent record, howeser, may depend on

| Dey just piled it back from where they Ellsberg saw at the Pentagon stated that how one dehnes accident and who's
had dug u." Davis was later paid an "on one of the bombs, tive of the six counting.
undisek) sed sum, estimated at 57,000, safety devices had failed, but when the For exampic, from news reports,

|
for damages to the property and for the other bomb was included, allm kmd5 journals and unofficial sources,13S e

|
Air Force to purchase a permanent of safety devices had failed." broken arrows may have occurred in I

casement to his tand. When asked specifically about the 12 vebrs from 1968 until 1980. a |Re truth of tic matteris,as even the Ellsberg's charges, Ralph Lapp in a penod dunng which Washington claims :

'; Pentagon now admits, the object of the second mierview said: "You can't get there were none in the past six years j
search was never found. Dat object is that out of me." alone, there have been at least 123 un- i

Iofficially desenbed as "a piece of the " Arc you denying that this failure [all specified Titan nuclear fuel leaks, but
bomb containing uranium." Pentagon six types of switchesj is what hap- the Pentagon does not count these "m-

| spokespersons will not reveal how large pened?"I asked. cidents" as accidents, and they are.

| a piece is missmg, how much was recov- "No," he said. "But you won't get therefore, not on nuclear accident hsts.

|
ered, how much or what kind of ura- anything out of me." Past accident counts can be just as
mum is involved, or even exactly what "Then was the problem at the site confusing. A National Security Pro-i

I the word piece means. somethmg else?" I pressed. gram research paper published by Ohio
An official account of the incident Lapp paused a moment and then re- State University m 1960 put the number

explains that after the wmg of the phed,"I can't tell you." of broken arrows at 50 for the 194.',

bomber broke apart, the craft ex- he Pentagon will tell you there haye 1960 period: the DOD claims 18.
pkided, presumably on impact, possibly been very few nuclear weapons acc8- Another account, this one carried m
due to a fuel leak. He parachute de- dents. In fact, those who know how Newsweek on May 5,1%9, indicates

j

ployment of the second bomb was be- many broken arrows there n.ne been that a board of inquiry, ordered after'

I A PRIL 1981 Arggt 39,;
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the Goldsboro accident, told then Presi- different story. According to Mercer, a I
then recos cred.dent John Kennedy that more than 60 "hght snow blew into town an hour

.
broken arrows had occurred up through af ter the explosion. The " snow" caused A similar meident took place m Janu-

arv IW. Iwo vears later, when a U-52
the North Carolma near-disaster. nausca and burning noses, throats and ca'rning tour 11-bombs crashed into the

Using these figures-mcluding the lungs for at least two dozen residents of ice off Greenland while trying to makeTitan fuel leaks and incorporating the the tiny commumty. an emergency landing at Thule AirPentagon's list-one comes up with Air Force Sgt. Larry Vales later con- Force Base. One crewmember was
close to 200 broken arrows smce we firmed that people near the silo experi- killed and six others parachuted to safe-
ushered in the atomic age. At least 48 enced signs of "being exposed to com- ty. Mihtary teams using dogsleds and

<

casualties related to nuclear weapons bustible materials," but he denied the h'elicopters spent weeks combing the
fires, esplosions, accidents or cleanups exposure had anything to do with the area for the missing bombs.
have also occurred-89 deaths and 87 Titan accident. "It could have been any- Today, DOD spokespersons say all
injuries in mimle or aircraft mishaps where by any fire " Vales said of the four bombs were tound. More than 700
and 228 fatalities m, ships lost at sea symptoms that residents of Guy suf* military and support personnel were
while carrying nuclear weapons. fered, though this seems wishful think- used to remove 237,000 cubic feet of

SNOWFALL FALLOUT ing on the part of the Air Force. contammated snow and debns from the
One of the more mfamous of his- crash site. later, the Eskimo villageTHE PUBLIC HAs NEVER BEEN TOLD tory's broken arrows took place on council of hule demanded to knowabout most of these incidents for one January 17, 1966, when an American what the U.S. government meant when

simple reason. The Air Force does not B-52 and a KC-135 refueling tanker col- it assured Ihem there was "probably"
disclose them. When Captam Richard lided in midair near Palomares, Spain, no radiation dancer m the area. Prob-

,

~

McNally, the mformation otticer at causing the plane's four, unarmed hy , ably the govermnent meant it did notGrand Forks Air Force Base, was asked drocen bombs to separate from the air- really know what happened to all theabout last fall's B.52 fire in North Dako- craf t and fall to the ground. One bomb radioactive material from all four
ta, he said the pubhc would never know landed intact m a dry nverbed. Two of ' bombs; probably some of it melted into
whether the bomber was carryme nu- the remaimng three bombs, however, the ice and snow around the Eskimoclear weapons. "I cannot connrm it to released their radioacute matenal in sillace and was swal; awed by the soil of
you," McNally explained. * It s Air the middle of a populated area. Greenland-not to return again, it is

,

Force policy to neither conbrm nor At the time U.S. government i hoped.
deny the presence of nuclear weapons. sources claimed that "with the type of I

It is apparent though, from icports I cau!! little is known of nuclear accidentssed by U.S. wemms, even less isby vanous sources, that broken arrows
have occurred m many parts of the i radiation mvohed, even if a person known about mishaps caused by other

standmg in a cloud of plutonium dust countnes' atomic warheads. Nikitaworld and in every part of the country inhaled the radioactive matenal, it Khrushchev supposedly told then Vice
(see map, page 24 would result in a radianon dose that is President Richard Nixon about an <

Re most recent accident which th
, less than the yearly amount permitted errant Soviet missile which had to be |Pentagon has otacially confirmed, last for absorpnon bv U.S. atomic mdustrv destrogd by a signal from the ground 3September's explosion at the Titan 11 wr kers."

'

~ after it started heading toward Alaska.
base in Arkansas, resulted when a

This statement, even 15 years aco, Another Soviet accident is thought to
worker dropped a wrench on the mis- was so misicading as to be insulung to have damaced a missile base near Ala-
sile, rupturing part of the first stace sec- the popk of Palomares. Few scientists kurtt , close to Finland.
tion, which spewed volatde fuelinto the could arcue that inhahng a " cloud of,

plutonium dust" was risk-tree. No mat, ACCIDENTAL WARsdo. Several hours later, after the sd '

,
had been flooded with water because of ter what the whole body " radiation . THE UNITED STATES CURRENTLY
fire indications, the facihty was rocked dose," which the government refers to has about 25.uiu nuclear weapcms de- -

by a blast that puberued a 50. foot- here, inhaling plutonium particles can ployed around the world, and more are I
wide, 750-ton concrete door, turnmg easily and effectively cause lung cancer. made every day. Most are deployed at i
the housing into a crater of rubble. De Wisely, the Spamsh overnment in- mihtary bases in this country and else- '

Fblast ht up the night "hke daylight," sisted the U.S. try to remove contami- where. Some 7,000 of them are in
according to Tommy Graham, an of- nated soil from Palomares. A total of Europe. No one knows for sure how
ficial of the Arkansas Office of 4,900 barrels-1,100 tons of it-were many atomic weapons are either in
Emergency Services. Some 1,500 per- shipped to the federal radioactive waste lP ace or in storage throughout the U.S.
sons hving near the site were evacuated; ! dump m Aiken, South Carohna. What is known is that nuclear bombs
18 of the 21 injured workers had to be It took 80 days to find the missing are kept not only on mihtary bases but

'

hospitaluev. fourth bomb. Aided by hshermen who also in urban areas, near population
Air Force spokespersons, as usual, saw the bomb fall mio the sea, a two- centers. He Concord Naval Weapons,

.

denied that the Damascus explosion re- man midget submanne discovered the Station, for examole, sits 35 miles east !
suited in any radioactive leakage or devicc on a steep slope 2,500 fect below of San Francisco' in rapidly growmg

,posed any other threat to residents the surface and used mechanical arms Contra Costa County, an area with
nearby the silo. But Benny Mercer. to nudge the weapon from its perch and , 620.000 residents. When Stephen Tal- f
mayor of the town of Guy, Arkansas. attach a cable to the bomb, which was bot tned to find out if nuclear weapons t
five miles away from the base, has a ' are kept at Concord, he was told by the *
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government it could neither confirm As SIPRI's Milton ixitenberg points
|

. nor deny it. Talbot did confirm it, out, "This could happen if one country
though, by talking with present and for- detonated a bomb by accident on the
mer base employees. Nuclear weapons territory of a nuclear power or a nuclear
are regularly sent in and out on trucks, power's ally. It might also happen if it
ships and planes, through an area with a dropped a bomb on its own territory
population of several million. and another country was suspected."

For several years, Catholic Action of Ellsberg adds to these accident sce-
Hawaii has been trying to force the gov- narios: a war could begin if an accident
crnment to remove the nuclear war- " happened during a crisis and de-'

! heads that are stored in military bunga- stroyed, say, a mihtary base. We might
lows next to the runways at Honolulu think we were under attack. Lots of
International Airport. If a commercial weapons get moved around during
airliner struck the bungalows, the crash alerts, and it is the movement of
could resuit in radiation spillage, weapons from one spot to another that
according to ... m.. An injunction increases the chance of accident."
against storing adou, warheads in Alerts to accidents to wars. It could
Ihe bungalows is pending happen.

As Daniel Ellsberg has u . 'Ve It is ironic that the Defense Depart-
cannot live with a few explosions eu ment chose the term broken arrow to
few years or even one in a hundred ,te an accident with a nuclear

years. The first actual explosion that ws .., rhe phrase comes from Amer-
happens will be the worst thing ever to ican ti. ulture, and in that

| happen." world-the v. 'f rehance on carth
in addition to the outright death and and spirit-bron, aw means peace.

) destruction that would result from an
atomic mistake, an accidentally deto- Gary Hanauer, a freelance wruer based,

? nated maclear weapon could lead to an in Oakland, Cahfornia, has wnnen for
I even bigger mistake-accidental nu- New West.13usmess Week, Penthouse

clear war. and otherpublications.
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