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Dear Jud ens

Enclosed is my list of witnessee and documents to be relied
upon, with attachsants.

I am slightly confused mbout the revelations that must be
made concerning cross-examination. I have submitted a few documents
with vhich the witnesses should be familiar when I cross-examine
them, though i understand that this is a courtesy ané not a
requirenment. But I have made no attempt to list all the documents
that I might clte when making my arguments in findinge of fact and
cenclustons of lav, If I am in error concerning this, rleas correct
me.

Also, pleanse note that I have attached none of the testimony
of Arthur J. Schwartz, 'h, D, Mis prefiled testimony i3 alre.dy
in the docket, nd the bulky devosition of June 1982 is in the
sion of many of the ies. In an effort to contain costs
have made no further copies., But I will s nd coples to ony
party on the service list that does not have a copy. Flease cont.ct

me regarding this if necessary.

fhis submiesion is dated COctober 3, 1983, with Judee Block's
indulence. I have fulfilled the condition that he laid upon
me, that is I have not read my mall in the last Rhree daye,

Sincerely for aafe enersy,
Y )4 '
{e ) } i

John O'Neill II
intervenor nro ze
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LIST OF WITNESSES AND DCCUMENTS FOR THI CCT 24~NOV & HEARINGS

BIC ROCK NT FUEL POCL NMCDIFICATICN DOCKET # c0=195-0LA

O'"Neill Contention II D (Air crash)

Witnesseos

Testimony c¢f Victor Mckanemy attached
Testimony of Christa-Maria attached tc C=M's testimony list
Testimony of John 0'Neill II attached

Testimony of Arthur J. Schwartz, Fh.D.
prefiled testimony, May 17, 1582 previously served
deposition of Dr. Schwartz, taken June 3, 1082 in

Ann Arbor, Michigan, at which Fhilip F, Steptloe

of Ishau, Lincoln & Beale represented Consumers

Power, and Richard G, Baehmann and Richard J.

Goddard represented the NRC Staff, This deposition

already in possession of most on the service list,

) Copies awailable upon reguest,
evidential devosition that may be taken at a date to be

agreed tc by the parties,
Dr. Sehwartz has informed me that his teaching
sehecule doec not allow Lim to appear at ine
Fetoskey hearings., He will soon be writing
a letter to the Board addressing this. He
has experssed nis willingness tc submi® 10 an
avidential deposition in the Ann Arbor area
before the hearing. Thus I am proffering his
prefiled testimony and the first deposition as
testimony. I trust that with licensee and Staff
I can worl: out some stipulation about the status
cf these documents and agree t0 a convenient time
to depose Dr, Schwartz,

I have been attempting to reach Colonel Rujewski of the
Bayshore Airforee Tracking Base. I expect to call him
to testify on matters that inelude continued operation
of the base, routes =2nd errors. 1 may have to
cupeona him. If needed, this will be reguested within
a few days,

L . - - . » i 3 5
I expest te ¢ffer into evidence the documente, z)ready
served ir. thic proeeeding by other parties, concerning
plant overflights and military operations,
WML . Cdnomis Behind t Fart: 8 e ~1p ’ N ~ -
i o SLOYY ehind the enilagon" o Broler Arrows, Dy ary
is T SN, SO A * 9 - - S g
e = P € U.:.'lg, y & .V';-’ ‘. _ s 't-,-C.'AG:...
P € amw syel A - - - + e
) % r £y X Aviati AL rity, ide £ying
n 1igorte:s ¢ Christa, Thi ill be submittes
€ C« ;‘»’Fuo
A iio tape of the May 4, 1960 cemonstration may contain
f se 0F the biplane overflight. 1If thic ic the case it

D¢ PUT 1NTC eviuenee,



Christasiaria Contention 8 & O°N IT E 2 A& IT E 3

I expect to use the WRC docunents detal the 1ife-tine
exenption from the single fallure teria granted
o8 12 A to Big Roeck's Emergency Core Cooling System,

xﬂllmwmmwmnnﬂammbxwa
of Muclear Fower Uperations, (INFO)reports).
Thesge, I deliove, areeregularly docketed,

et 9(9)

I am in the process of tracking down testimony pregsented in
the hearings before the U,%, Tnvironnental Protection
Agency that concermed the “Mroposed Federal Radlation
Protection Guidence for Occurational Exnosures.” I will
submit these na soon as posaible,

Testinony mnd Docurents 3, 2



My name 1s Victor McManemy, I live at 108726 Center koad,
Iraverce City, Michigan,

On May 4th,1980 I wae in the vicinity of ElzinFa Park, Lexa-
lite Corp,, and the entrance Road to Elg Rock Point Nuclear
Power Flant on highway M-31, four miles north of Charlevoix,

I #ag there taking part in a non-vicleat, peaceful demncnegtrae-
Lt1on agalnet the contlinued operation of the "experimental"
reactor owned by Consumsre Power Co., Ae walked to Elainga Park
from the outskirts of charlevolx, held a prayer circle there
and then procesdei to the entrance area to the plant on Blg
hoca hoaa,

From tne tlme ws walked by the entrance road (on the Wiy to
the par«), until we wsere arrected by State Police and Sherrifre,
I'a eay about two hours elapsed,

ahlle walklay vack to the plant pate(after the prayer cervice)

4 low flylay alrcraft approached taplaly from the north, and
Ohce overhead proceeded to do a serics of corkecrew turns
(possitly called "barrel rolls"), To my recollection this "exhi-
titlon" was repeatsd while we gathered at the entrance road
carrylng out our attempt to contact officials at the plant akbout
our concerne and oueetions,

At the time I thougnt it incredible that somecne would behave
In guch a careless, reckless nanner over a crowd of people, and
€speclally in the immediate vicinity of an experimental nuclear
reaztor known for its inadeouate containment shiel:,

I was very upset 4t the time,ae it was perceived by me and others
to be an act of deflance to what we were dolng...a sort of ncuee-
thumblng gesture towards our actions on the ground,



TESTINONY OF JOMN O'NEILL CONTENTION II D

Neme?
John 0'Neill IX

Address?

Route 2, Box A&
Maple City, Michigan LOEGL

Where were you May &, 19807

I w s participating in a demonstration at the entrance
of the Big Rock Resector site, on M )1, I was on foot and spent
geveral hours in the vieinity,
What did ydu see?

I saw a small, bright red, sirgle engine biplane flying overhesd.
How low?

It flew gquite low, between 50 and 100 feet, The plane
buzzed the crowd, I was alarmed

Deseribe the plane's behavior,

It o::.m{afoniu acrobatic stunts, Most neteworthy were
gome S ar loop de loops,

e pilot appeared to bde ascting irresponsidly, given the
large crowd bemeath him and the nuclear reamctor near by. His
stunts were taken by many people to be a hostile display
directed against the demonstration,

Did the plane fly over the plant?
This was all ¢lose thethe plant, a matter of seconds for n

plane flyingz that fast, I could not see the alrsrsce over the
plant, s0 I can not say that it dbd not fly over Big Rock,
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The Story Behind
The Pentagon’s Broken Arrows

Anarrow is a nuclear weapon. A broken arrow is a nuclear disaster.

N SEPTEMBER 15, 1980, A
OB-52 bomber caught fire at

Grand Forks Air Force Base in
North Dakota. Although the Air Force
quickly imposed a news blackout on the
incident, North Dakota Disaster
Emergency Services Director Ron
Afteldt said he heard a message over
the special radwo channels his office
monitors that included the words “bro-
ken arrow.” Those words meant that
the acadent at the base involved not
only abomber . . . but nuclcar weapons.
The bombers have a capacity for 32
nuclear missiles: best estimates are that
four were on board that day.

Only four days later, early on Sep-
tember 19, an explosion rocked an
underground Titan Il nuclear missile
stlo near Damascus, Arkansas. Every-
one within a five-mile radius of the silo
was evacuated: one worker was killed
and 21 others were injured.

Although the Pentagon has stll not
officially conceded that the North
Dakota fire involved nuciear mussiles,
that incident and the huge Titan 1l
ICBM explosion in Arkansas are the
first two “broken arrows” the govern-
ment has admitted since a plane car-
rving four H-bombs crashed in Green-
land in 1968, It 1s probably safe to say
that since we dropped the bomb on
Hiroshima in 1945, there have been
hundreds of inaidents involving nuclear
weapons and missiles around the world,
all of them caused by those few coun-
tnies with atomic death stockpiied 1n

By Gary Hanauer

their arsenals—the United States and
the Soviet Umion chief among them.

One a!wavs has to say probablv when
discussing weapons accidents because 1t
is impossible to know for sure. Ever
since the first controlled nuciear chain
reaction took piace at the University of
Chicago dunng World War 11, nearly
evervthing to do with nuciear
weapons—not only their design but
acadents involving them and the sever-
ity, frequency and consequences of
those accidents—has been top secret,
classihed under provisions of the Atom-
ic Energy Act. What we do know about
broken arrows 1s what the Pentagon 1s
willing to tell us and what a few know-
ledgeable sources can nsk divuiging

The official government position on
nuciear weapons accidents has never
been that they are impossible, but in the
early 1960s the Pentagon shifted its
position semantically. In 1958, the gov-
ernment maintained: “It is considered
that the possibility of the acadental nu-
clear explosion of a nuclear weapon is
S0 remotce as to be neghgible.”

Interestingly, by 1962, only four
vears later, the Department of Deferse
(DOD) had redefined the situation this
wav: “"Nuclear weapons are designed
with great care to explode only when
dehberately armed and fired. Neverthe-
less. there 1s alwavs a possibility that as
a result of acaidental aircumstances, an
explosion will take place ™

What happened?

Well. Goldsboro happened An acci-
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dent took place outside of Seymour-
Johnson Air Force Base near Golds-
boro, North Carolina, which threw the
defense establishment into a panic. The
acadent remains the closest the U.S
has come. so far, to an atomic disaster
resulung from a weapons accident on
home terntory. The Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute (SIP-
RI) called Goldsboro “perhaps the
single most important exampie [of an
atomic) acaident which nearly resulte§
In a catastrophe.”

Two decades later, much informa-
tion about it remains classified. Still. ot
seems clear that on January 24, 1961.1n
the backwoods of North Carolina, a 24-
megaton A-bomb came one step away
from detonating.

FIRE IN THE SKY

EUGENE PRICE, THE MANAGING
editor of the News Argus, the local
newspaper in Goldsboro, had revenue
agent fniends on a stake-out in the hills
of Wayne County, North Carolina,
hoping to arrest a moonshiner. After
mudnight, they called Price and told him
that an Air Force plane had gone down
near the town of Faro, about 12 miles
from the stake-out. Pnce drove out to
the crash site.,

“The whoie thing was eene as hell.”
he remembers. “Part of the fuselage
was lving in the muddle of the road. |
was told that one of the crewmen had
been impaled by a trec and that a big
box was found attached to a parachute
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DATE ™M ACE
F 3 ra 3 f Puget Sound Wa
Ar M i Hase New Mex

" | - L# }
Aug 35 g A W o! Sacrament s
— 105 Kirwla Je Alberquerque NM
May 22 19 Kirk 1AFS Alt juergque NM
Oct 1 Q¢ Momesiead AFB Fianda
Je 357 ra ~ xane Wwasr
rar S 45N aAva 1 s A ” L 3
March ) 958 Fiorence South Carohna
May 22, 1958 Leona New Jersey
Nov 4 1958 Dyess AFB (Abiene, Texas)
Nov 26 1958 Chennault AFB (Lake Charles LA)
July 6 1959 Barksgale AFB (Shreveport LA
Oct 15,1959 Gien Bean KantuCky
June 7, 1960 McGuire AFB (Wrigntstown, NJ
Jan 19 1961 Monticelio Lnah
Jan 24 1961 Goldsboro North Carolina
Marcn 14 1961 Yuba City Cairfornia
Jan 13 1964 Cumberiand Maryland
Dec £ 1964 Elisworth AFE South Dakota
Dec B 1964 Grissom AFS (Evansviiie Indiana
August 9 1965 earcy Arkansas

! 35 wright-Patierson AFB (Fawborr
Aug 24 197 Rock Kansas
Apr Q8 Wichita Kansas
Sept 16 198( wand Forks AFB North Dakota
Sept 19 1380 Damascus Arkansas
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hanging from another tree.’

crashed on the farm of
“1t it up the
Indeed 1t did
reported that water behaved

The plar

ndau

Elien and Buck Ty

SKY ! Hen rememoern

Haming asrcratt,
it out the hre until
j foam

Force arnved

hike gasoline on the
they were unabie top
the Anr
extinguish ot

I'he fight that ended in the Tyndall's
backvard started as a standard B-52 air-
borne alert traiming mission from Sey-
mour-Jonnson. But at some point dur-

with
with

"ing the fught, the bomber’'s nght wing

developed what the DOD euphemustic-
ally called "a strucwural failure.” In
other words, it began to break apan
The crew started to bum off excess fuel
to lighten the plane in preparation for
an emergency landing. Five of the eight
crewmembeis parachuted to safcty; the
three others were killed i the crash
I'he plane carned two of what the Arr
i orce then and stil ma.ntains were “un
armed nuclear weapons.. According to
Dr Ralph Lapp, a well-known atomic

scrientist. tormer executive director of
the D Atomic Research and De-
velopment Board and an advocate of
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The Pentagon’ 5 Broken Arrows

—continued from page 28

the cordoned-off zone but an area for
two or three miles around as well,
according to Buck and Ellen Tyndall. In
fact, the Air Force searched for five
months, inspecting and reinspecting the
farm and the land around 1it.

One day, Buck Tyndall saw some of
the men looking at a piece of what was
apparently the second bomb, though
Tyndall didn’t know 1t at the time, nor
did anyone else 1n Wavne County “ht
was lying on top of the ground,” Tyn-
dall savs. "1t was cracked. They felt that
something had poured out of it."” Later,
when Ellen Tyndall asked one of the
men if what thev were looking for was
harmful, the man rephed, “There’s
nothing here that could hurt you, but 1t
could hurt your grandchildren.”

A special engineening group was
flown 1o North Carohina trom Fort Ord,
Califormia, 1o conunue the hunt. Using
what Charles Davis remembers as
“tractors with pans in a draghne-type
system,” the soldiers dug an immense
hole that covered almost three acres
and was 35 feet deep. (Other estimates,
including the Fentagon's, put the depth
at S0 feet.) In all, more than four mil-
hon cubic teet of soil were piled onto
the surrounding property. Ground wa-
ter samples were taken for testing.

“One day,” savs Dawis, “they told
me they found what they were looking
tor and were going to cover up the hole
They just piled it back from where they
had dug n " Davis was later paid an
undisclosed sum. estmated at $7.000,
for damages to the property and for the
Air Force to purchase a permanent
easement to his land.

The truth of thc matter is, as even the
Pentagon now admits, the object of the
search was never found. That object 15
officially descnibed as “a piece of the
bomb contaimng uramum.” Pentagon
spokespersons will not reveal how large
a prece 15 missing, how much was recov-
ered, how much or what kind of ura-
mum 1s invoived, or even exactly what
the word peece means

An official account of the nadent
explains that after the wing of the
bomber broke apart, the cratt ex-
pladed. presumably onimpact, possibly
due to a tuel leak. The parachute de-
pioyment of the second bomb was be

APRI!
5

198

lieved 1o have been severed by debns
from the explosion. “The bomb trag-
mented into pieces,” says the Penta-
gon’s Mark Foutch.

“1t 15 our opimon that since we
looked so thoroughly and could not hind
the mussing part, the hkelihood ot any-
body else nnding it1s ml,” <ays Fourtch.
“But if somebody were 1o hnd it, the
matenal could be harmtul to that per-
son.”’ Radioactivity trom the part
“would be above acceptable levels,” he
adds. This descniption of the mussing
part seems to conflict with an earher
report from “official sources” carned in
U.S. News and World Report in Apni
1968, which stated that the search was
discontinued “because there was no
danger of radiauon.”

It 15 interesung to note that the mih-
tary does not use phrases like “most of
the bomb™ or “nearly all ot the bomb™
to descnibe what was found; 1t says unly
that “pieces were recovered.” One tac-
tor that may have raised evebrows is
what investigators found when they
pieced together what was left of that
second bomb.

that “there were problems involved at
the site that I sull don't teel comtortable
talking about.” When pressed turther.
Lapp said, 1 don’t think the problems
had to do with [radioactive | spillage.™

One person says he knows what the
unreported problem was, and that's
Damel Ellsberg. The “daily report”
Ellsberg saw at the Pentagon stated that
“on one of the bombs, hve of the six
satety devices had farled, but when the
other bomb was included, all six kinds
of safety devices had failed.”

When asked specihcally about
Ellsberg's charges, Ralph Lapp n a
second interview said: “You can't get
that out of me.”

“Are you denying that this faiiure {all
six types of switches| 1s what hap-
pened”" | asked.

“No.” he said “But you won't get
anything out of me.”

“Then was the problem at the site
something else? | pressed

Lapp paused a moment and then re-
phed. “lcan'ttell you ~

The Pentagon will tell vou there have
been very few nuclear weapons accr
dents. In tact, those who know how
many broken arrows there have been

AT€ NOL SaVIng

In January 1968, the DOD ssued a
press release histing 12 nuciear weapons
accidents. which took place between
February 5, 1958 and January 1%00.
Unul Stephen Talbot, a San Francaisco-
based reporter tor PBS, forced the gov-
ernment (with the help ot the Center tor
Detense Information) to release a new
hist last December, this was the only
record ot broken arrows made public bv
the Pentagon.

The new hst, which Talbot released
to the press. showed there had been a
total of 27 nuclear weapons acadents,
15 of them dunng the penod in which
the DOD previously ciaimed there had
been 12.

In addition, Talbot said the Pentacon
and the Detense Nuclear Agency told
him there had been “less than ten’”
other broken arrows thev wouldn't de-
scribe at all, because of “national secur-
iy’ reasons

Even with the informaton provided
by the new lst, the Pentagon would
have us believe there were no accidents
involving nuclear weapons between the
Greenland plane crash in 1968 and last
September’s Titan 11 explosion in

, Damascus, Arkansas. The government
All Raiph Lapp will say about it 15

says ths starting record 1s the resuit o1
additional safety procedures, limited
Air Force tramming missions with
weapons and new reliance on ICBM
svstems. Before 1Yos. there were an
average of three accdents vearly and
five 1n 1958 alone. This dramauc im-
provement in the government's aco-
dent record. howeser, may depend on
how one dennes eccident and who's
counting

For exampie, from news reports,
journals and unothcial sources, 138
broken arrows mav have occurred in
the 12 vears from 1968 unul 1980. a
penod dunng which Washington claims
there were none. In the past six vears
alone, there have been at least 123 un-
specihed Titan nuclear fuel leaks, but
the Pentagon does not count these “in-
cidents” as accidents. and they are,
theretore. not on nuclear acaident hsts.

Past acadent counts can be just as
confusing. A Nanonal Secunty Pro-
gram research paper published by Oh:o
State University i 1960 put the number
of broken arrows at 50 for the 1945-
1960 period: the DOD claims 18.

Another account, this one carned in
Newsweek on May 5, 1969, indicates
that a board of inquiry, ordered after

——— -




the Goldsboro accrdent. told then Presi-
dent John Kennedy that more than 60
broken arrows had occurred up through
the Nonh Carolina near-disaster.

Using these figures—including the
Titan fuel leaks and incorporating the
Pentagon's list—one comes up with
close to 200 broken arrows since we
ushered in the atomic age. At least 40K
casualties related to nuclear weapons
fires, explosions. acaidents or cleanups
have also occurred—89 deaths and 87
injunes in mussile or aircratt mishaps
and 228 fatahties in ships lost at sea
while carrying nuclear weapons.

SNOWFALL FALLOUT

THE PUBLIC HAS NEVER BEEN TOLD
about most of these inaidents for one
simpie reason. The Air Force does not
disclose them. When Captain Richard
McNally, the information othcer at
Grand Forks Atr Force Base, was asked
about last fall's B-52 fire in North Dako-
ta, he said the public would never know
whether the bomber was carrving nu-
clear weapons. | cannot contirm it to
vou,”" McNally explaned. “It's Aur
Force policy to neither conhrm nor
deny the presence of nuclear weapons.”

it 1s apparent thouh, from reports
bv vanous sources, that brokcn arrows
have occurred in manyv parts of the
world and in every part of the country
(see map, page 24).

The most recent accident which the
Pentagon has otficialiy contirmed, last
September’s explosion at the Titan Il
base in Arkansas. resulted when a
worker dropped a wrench on the mis-
sile, ruptuning part of the hrst stage scc-
tion, which spewed volatile fuel into the
silo. Several hours later, after the siio
had been flooded with water because of
fire indicauons, the facility was rocked
by a blast that pulverized a 5(-foot-
wide, 750-ton concrete door. turning
the housing into a crater of rubbic. The
blast it up the might “hke davhght.”
according to Tommy Graham. an of-
ficial of the Arkansas Ofhce of
Emergency Services. Some 1. 500 per-
sons hiving near the site were evacuated.
18 of the 21 injured workers had to be
hospitaized.

Air Force spokespersons, as usual,
demied that the Damascus cxplosion re-
sulted in any radiwactive lcakage or
posed any other threat to residents
nearby the silo. But Bennv Mercer,
mavor of the town of Guy. Arkansas.
five mules away from the base, has a

MOTUHER JONES

different story. According 1o Mercer, a |
“hght snow™ blew into town an hour |
after the explosion. The “snow’ caused
nausca and burming noses, throats and
lungs for at least two dozen residents of
the tiny community.

Air Force Sgt. Larry Vales later con-
firmed that people near the silo expen-
enced signs of “being exposed to com-
bustible materials,” but he demed the |
exposure had anything to do with the |
Titan accident. It could have been any-
where by any fire,” Vales said of the
symptoms that residents of Guy suf-
fered, though this seems wishful think-
ing on the part of the Air Force.

One of the more infamous of his-
tory's broken arrows took place on
January 17. 1966, when an Amencan
B-52 and a KC-135 refuchng tanker col-
lided in mudair near Palomares. Spamn. |
causing the plane’s four, unarmed hy-
drogen bombs to separate from the aur-
cratt and full to the ground. One bomb
landed intact in a dry niverbed. Two of
the remmmng three bombs, however,
reieased thewr radioactive matenal in
the middic of a populated area.

At the ume, U.S. government
sources chumed that “with the type of

Cradiation involved, even if a person
standing 1n a cloud of plutomum dust
inhaled the radioactive matenal, it
would result in a radianion dose that s
less than the yearly amount permutted
for absorpnion by U.S. atomic industny
workers."”

This statement, even 15 years ago,
was so musicading as to be insuluing to
the people of Palomares. Few saientists
could argue that inhaling a “cloud of
plutomum dust” was nsk-tree. No mat-
ter what the whole-body “radiation
dose.” which the government refers to
here, inhahing plutonium particles can
easily and effectively cause lung cances.

Wisely, the Spanish government in-
sisted the U.S. iry to remove contami-
nated soil from Palomares. A total of
4900 barrels— 1,100 tons of it—were
shipped to the federal radioactive waste
dump in Auken, South Carolina

It ook BO days 10 find the missing
fourth bomb. Awded by hshermen who
saw the bomb fall into the sea. a two-
man medget submanne discovered the
device on a steep slope 2,500 teet below
the surface and used mechamcal arms
10 nudge the weapon from its perch and
attach a cable to the bomb. which was
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then recovered

A similar incident took place i Janu-
arv 1968, two vears iater, when a B-52
carrving tour H-bombs crashed into the
e off Greenland while trying 1o make
an emergency landing at Thule Aur
Force Base. One crewmember was
killed and six others parachuted to safe-
ty. Military teams using dogsleds and
helicopters spent weeks combing the
area for the missing bombs.

Today. DOD spokespersons say all
four bombs were tound. More than 700
military and support personnel were
used to remove 237,000 cubic feet of
contaminated snow and debns from the
crash site. Laier, the Eskimo willage
councti of Thule demanded to know
what the U S. government meant when
it assured them there was “probably™
no radiation danger in the area. Prob-
ably the government meant it did not
really know what happened to all the
radioactive matenal trom all tour
hombs; probably some of it meited into
the e and snow ground the Eskimo
village and was swai.owed by the soil of
Greenland—not 1o return agan, 1t s
hoped.

It little 1s known of nuclear acaidents
caused by U.S. weepons, even less 1s
known about mishaps caused by other
countries’ atomic warheads. Nikita
Khrushchev supposedly told then Vice
President Richard Nixon about an
errunt Soviet mussile which had to be
destroyed by a signal from the ground
atter it started heading toward Alaska.
Another Soviet acadent is thought to
have damaged a mussile base near Ala-
kurtt, close to Finland.

ACCIDENTAL WAR

THE UNITED STATES CURRENTLY
has about 25000 nuclear weapons Ge-
ploved around the worid, and more are
made every day. Most are deployed at
mulitary bases in this country and else-
where. Some 7,000 of them are in
Europe. No one knows for sure how
many atomic weapons are either in
place or in storage throughout the U.S.

What 1s known 1s that nuclear bombs
are kept not only on military bases but
also in urban areas, near population
centers. The Concord Naval Weapons
Station, for example, sits 35 miles east
of San Francisco in rapidly growing
Contra Costa County, an area with
620,000 residents. When Stephen Tal-
bot tned to Aind out if nuclear weapons

"are kept at Concord, he was told by the



A d

government it could neither confirm
nor deny it. Talbot did confirm it,
though, by talking with present and for-
mer base emplovees. Nuclear weapons
are regularly sent in and out on trucks,
ships and planes. through an area with a
population of several million.

For several vears, Catholic Action of
Hawaii has been trving to force the gov-
ermment to remove the nuclear war-
heads that are stored 1in militaiy bunga-
lows next to the runways at Honolulu
International Airport. If a commeraal
arrliner struck the bungalows, the crash
could resut in radiation spillage,

according to . * An injunction
against stonng adai. warheads in
the bungalows i1s pendin,’

As Daniel Ellsberg has . . e
cannot hive with a few explosions ev.
few vears or even one in a hundred
vears. The first actual explosion that
happens will be the worst thing ever to
happen.”

In addition to the outright death and
destruction that would result from an
atomic mustake, an acadentaliv deto-
nated nuclear weapon could lead to an
even bigger mistake—acaidental nu-
clear war,

MOTHER JONES

As SIPRI's Milton Leitenberg points
out, “This could happen if one country
detonated a bomb by accident on the
terntory of a nuclear power or a nuclear
power's ally. It mught also happen if it
dropped a bomb on its own terntory
and another country was suspected ™

Elisberg adds to these accident sce-
nanos: a war could begin if an accident
“happened during a crisis and de-
stroved, say. a military base, We might
think we were under attack. Lots of
weapons get moved around during
alerts, and 1t 1s the movement of
weapons from one spot to another that
increases the chance of accident.”
Alerts to acadents to wars. It could
happen.

It is ironic that the Defense Depari-
ment chose the term broken arrow 10

te an accicent with a nuclear
Wi
ican I
world—the »
and spirit— bron.

'f rebance on earth
2w means peace

Crarv Hanauer. a freelance writer based

The phrase comes from Amer- |
~ufture, and in that |

in Oakland, Califorma, has wruten for |

New West. Business Week, Penthouse
and other publicanons.

ATRIL JTwx




