% UNITED STATES
| NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20655-0001
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated October 17, 1894, as supplemented October 27, 1994, the
Northern States Power Company (NSP or the licensee) requested amendments to
the Technical Specifications (TS) appended to Facility Operating License Nos.
DPR-42 and DPR-60 for the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant, Unit Nos. 1
and 2. The proposed amendments would charge the Prairie Island TS to extend
the Radioactive Effluent Release Report submittal frequency from semiannual to
annual. These requested changes are in acco~dance with the change in Title
10, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 50.36a, "Technical specifications on
effluents from nuclear power reactors,” effective October 1, 1992.

2.0 EVALUATION

As indicated above, 10 CFR 50.36a was changed to require that a report to the
Commission specifying the quantity of each of the principal radionuclides
released to unrestricted areas during the previous 12 months should be
prepared and submitted. The new regulation also requires that the time
interval between submissions of the reports must be no longer than 12 months.
Previously, 10 CFR 50.36a required these reports to be submitted semiannually
and within 60 days after January 1 and July 1 of each year.

The most recent report for Prairie Islarnd Nuclear Generating Plant was
submitted on August 26, 1994. In accorcance with existing Prairie Island TS,
the next report will be a semiannual repurt submitted 60 days after January 1,
1995, for the third and fourth quarters of 1994, The initial submittal of an
annual report containing the radioactive effluent data will be made by May 1,
1996. The initial annual report will present the data for the four quarter
period representing 1995.

Since the requested TS changes are consistent with the new regulation and
since the submittals of the required reports will provide continuity in the
periods covered, the staff finds that the licensee’s proposed changes to the
Prairie Island TS meet the regulations and are, therefore, acceptable.
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3.0 STATE CONSULTATION

In accordance with the Commission's regulations, the Minnesota State Official
was notified of the proposed issuance of the amendments. The State Official
had no comments.

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

The amendments change recordkeeping, reporting, or administrative procedures
or requirements. Accordingly, these amendments meet the eligibility criteria
for categorical exclusion set forth in 10 CFR Section 51.22(c)(10). Pursuant
to 10 CFR 51.22(b), no environmental assessment need be prepared in connection
with the issuance of these amendments.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above,
that: (1) there is reascnable assurance that the health and safety of the
public will not be endangered by operation in the proposed manner, (2‘ such
activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission’s reguiations,
and (3) the issuance of the amendments will not be irimical to the common
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.
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