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Mr. Ivan selin, Chairnan
U.S. Huolear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

'Dear Mr. Salin:
A situation is developing in California on whloh I need the
Nuclear Regulatory commission's (HRC) timely assistance. As the |
Director of the california Department of Health Services i

(Department), I will soon make a decision on the California Low- ;

Lev e l Radioactivo Wanto (LLHW) Disposal racility License
'

Applicatlon submitted to the Department by us coology, Inc.
Hearings on the proposed action to issue a license for operation '

,

of a California LL11W Disponal Facility were conducted on
July 22, 1991. Following the close of the comment period on
August 5, 1991, I will complete the decision process. |

Issues have bben raised regardin section 6 of the LLRW Policy
Amendments Act of 1985 (Act) which authorizes the HRC to grant
emergency access to any regional f acility for specific LLRW, if '

necessary to clininato an immediato and serious throat to the
public health and safety or common defense and security. If
California succeeds in its ondeavor to ilcense and establiph an :

'

operational LLRW disposal facility, it will probably be the first
in the nation to do so. Cortain elected officials and members of ,

the public arn raising concerns that other states, less
successful in meeting the Act'n deadlines, will avail themselves ,

of the provinions of section 6, an implemented by title 10, code
of Federal Regulations, part 62, to gain routino and continuous
access to the california disposal facility. Enclosed in a letter i

from Ms. Carolyn Toenjos which raises this concern. ;

To respond to this issue, I am requesting HRC's timely response i

to thn following inquiries:
'

1. Are there any circumstancos under which all the generators
in a stato or compact region, that cannot meet the
milcatone requirements of Public Law 99-240, would be
grantad emergency access to the california facility?
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2. In light or unc policy nat forth in HRc conorio Letter s1-38 i !
'

and aubsequent pronouncesents regarding interim storage of
nuclear power plant LLRW, and the fact that nany utilition ,

have demonstrated the ability to establish storage capacity
in a timely fashion, under what conditions could a nuoloar
power utility demonet. rate that-onorgency acaems was
justified as a necesaary alternative to storaga, volume
reduction, and/or ceasing waste generation activitirs? ;

.

3. What opportunities for nppeal (both administrative 1y and
.

'legally) oxint for states, compacts and/or private citizens
to challenge an NRC deturmination to grant or extend i

'

omorgency accens?

.4. How will NRC coordinate technical review of amergency access
matters for disposal facilities-it has not licensed and does
not regulate?

5. Can the energency access provision be used to grant access
to the California facility for the defense program nuclear
weapons waste, or LLRW exceeding Class C limits not forth in
Title 10, Code > of Fndaral Regulations, Part 61.557

I am being interviewed by the MacNeil/Lehrer news program the
week of August 5, 1991, and anticipato questions on this issue. '

Therefore your responso by Friday August 2, would be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

f. /A

&/ L Q.. -r t. -

/ . P. II.MollyJk1Coyo,M.D. M
Directo

Enclosure

cc Mr. Carlton Knmanrar (OWTN - 3D23)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

-Mr. Robert Rarnero-(OWFH - 6E6)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555
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' June 7, 1991* *

State of Calilornia
DRAlmtRC OF ltEAL'nt S11RVICES
P.O. Box 94732 '
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320
Att! Darice Dailey, Associate llecith Phyminist

Dear Ms. Bailey and Deprirtmsnt of Health Servia:s

I ut writity for anyself arn! otjer camerned citizens to formally request that
the licensirwy retumps on tJm radioactive disposal facility in Ward Valley rear
fleed199, CA, a project of tmDoolcxyy, be postpuned for the reason that the
State of Cn11tornia compoet is tin only atmpact on schedule in its canpliarce
with tie tw-tawul Bedioactive Wata Policy Act of 1960. nince other states
Imve been very niow to cunply with LutWP 1980, the 1985 Armeednent was brought
ainut, allwitig tim tertc to grant enemyosicy danping privileges in existing
dunp-sites. '!his is unfair an it will. leave California in the vulnerable posi-
tio) of being tJe rect. dont of radioactive westm froen rnany states. In fact.

11094 T.aufman of the M said he telieves this amerdnent may be used to raske up

for non-compliance in cuer utantes (see enclosed article LA Titres, May 20,199f.
Because of the unfairness, we fontally niquest tle tln 1985 il __? to tre
ILIMP as well as Sensta nill 342 (Alqulat) in rsvealed. People imve been led
to believu tJut there nust le a dunip, whwa, in fact, there were other options.
It is up ta 1ho Governor and we request that covernor Wilson inok itsto Uc
other options. .

We nasp tulieve 11oensing should be putponed for those additional reasons: -

1. UstDaology has a poor rescord in its other waste normganmt programs.

2. Ingact to the Hann Valley area of the radlonctive unste has reportedly
been dow)-played by downp proponents. ('am nivoroide Press Enterprise,

April 30, 1991) cpotes as follows:
3. Fadiation is bound to be releumul int.o the environment. "Sure there-

will be gases comirg up at Lie site. 'Itat's orderstood. . .", nald
,

Peuben Junkort, project director for t!m California riis. (Press mt-
erprice, April 30, 1991). This infount fon has not been acknowlodgod
publicly before, that we knoW (thou9b EIH/D ntates sita may leads p4.1-10/ para

4. W fool that oo:nomic costs are taking priority rNer safoty. (Pr $22t1

mterprios, April 30, 1991).

4



-- - _ _________-.

07 4C/31 16:13 CA HEnt.TH CENJICES DIF-ECTolG Orc CUS*

.

'

Radioactive Wanta/ Ward Valloy Page 2 ,

' California

5. itetortedly, State Health of ficials ard Um'Mol6gy feel tJnt omtarti-
mtirxt nf thn luge txrty of 9markater 500 feet twemath the nurf ace
would int te a problem becavoo no cne vens it anyway. (Pzcan niter-
prioo, April 30, 1991, nnoloned). 'Ihin rdwo cornplete indif feretre to
o valuable rescurce w'.tich ,my, fidm+d, te nec&xi at a futurn time. Ib
oxniderntion lvis tom given for futo,re generations.

6. Incittsfon of reactor parts f ran decomnisioned gower p.lonts ord aninni
cureanoen from reneerch intoratorien haves tot teen acetrowledged tefore
rublicly and prominatnly timarings/fortsra). (IA Times, May 20, 1991/

Prenn niterprimo, April 30, 1991
7. All rudit.mctive wastus otr>uld Le dispuval ut in algundy contamlivitnj

nrma rather tion pristire areas.

S. Insurance for workers, gcapin 11ving, working travelling in the area
is not odotpato.

9. Accidenta in transgortation of Red-waste are a real probability. We,

in Riverside Ckxinty, CA, an all au tuople in other 1ccatime ulcin
the rcutes would be endasyesed. Atx;utding t.o imwu tulosseu, over 1000
amidents have ocettrrwd across tin United States.

10. tbat ocientists agree that so-called "1 cat-level" tedicmetive wanto/
trutcriale are far trore druvyerous that fonnerly tiotght.

11. Disposal at the pecposed dtanp will cmtinue over seiy years. Plutcxi-
ium and otice long livat radioisotogen will aucuaulate ord as (Jun firnt

*

loads any tegin to decay, norn will in deposited continuing to txmtam. ,

inste for ticusands upon t' ,asands of yearn smklig the aren virttally
unininbitable fotover.

h
catolyn 'Iten) d conmmed cit
1863 thrit trive
Pal a Spritygs, CA 92262.
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1. . KXNAI, AUSIE!/ti'11E LICINSItG PItCCT4 (N 'IllE RAD 10AcrJVE DUMP 1N WARD VALLLY
TWAH Nf0Zu21, CALitviUIA US MrfriOfED Tm KrABCHS LINI1:D CH PAGrA 1 & 2 Cr
'DILS LLTItM. Carolyn Toerijt:5 and Cbncertyd Citirane.

2. ft4t%1, Rf4MST 'nWT TIE 1985 AMtN[ HINT '!O 'ntE IlJWP (F 1980 an.1 NIRET1C llILI,
#342 (A14J1Fr) ICHI DE R27tmLii). Carolyn hnjevi anr1 Chmntnal Citir.ms.
HINXNi I,1!fl12) U4 PMit 1 & 2 Ot' 'n113 Lt21TEH. <

|
1

-

C.C. ;

GNITINGt PF;tT: WUKN, m im. MLLY tins, Iment:ItM CA tzvr. CF IFAt/ni
LT. (KNIM9CR LIO McCAR111Y,-CA
Cl2Mim BILt. LIURRD, 250 DIliT. CA SENA10R At4N QtAN9'!Df, CA

.

IGlam10M NUtwar l'HasLUf, 36th DIST. CA SM%1m 00tM 7;EYtOUR, CR
O!2RTOR ART lotwits, 24th DI&t. CA >

ImtM1CR DIANE WA11;Q4, 28th DIST. Ch CrtMRitSSMM4 AT, McCANMalk, CA
iMm1DR rn4 RonrR'.t, CA

_

CQ43G58 MAN GBCNE 797E1HN, .1R, CA |
8DM'!OR ltDtSOtti, RCotimtAL, CA CmGRassmN JuMRY IAffs, CA !

(INGRBRmmM teRVYN DVMh!4V, CA (
G14GRftR9PW6 Rnt%tD Y. [ELLAMS, CA

i- CIMBUInsl0MANteHCr peins!, C4
CD43RESSHOMhN MhXINE liNrNRS, CA*

CCNGRESSEN HIHtY WA) MAN, CA'
1 ' ,

A$$DeLYlmf4 W11 LIE Blq0N4, $PFAKER CA (%24GRE80HOMAN fnRRARA fDXEH' CA !,

A$$pWLYHAN D4VE N!LIAY, 73HD DIST. CA CINGRRSth9d4 GRONGE MILtJWL,CA

Mst'MRINMAN fMTVE CAff?:, 68111 DICT. CA
ASSEMBLYl%N l' ALE, W000MurT,61ST DIvr. CA SM&10R CEORGE M110tfth, im1N5
ASSEMBLYl%N 811NE PEACE, 80nl DIST. CA

'

ASStMRt.Yl%N JotN VASCMCf|LIUS 23RD DIST. CA
A0012DLYNot%M IACILLE f0fBAL-AIJARD $6111 DIST. CA
ASST 92 lyt %N 1DM tmVDD4 44111 DIFr. CA
A331'HnLYHoHhH Sh14Y TANN!*, QIAIR DIVI 190tH12ft A TOXIC HAT. [
ASSPMRiht%N HRtC15 liRCNEON, CIAIR EMMPTTI'E CH iffAf,111
A55tHlLYMhN GIIA"AT FT240VSO4, Ch ,
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