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Mr. James M. Friedman, Esq. |
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan :

and Aronoff
2300 BP America Building ;
200 Public Square ?

Cleveland, OH 44114-2370 ;

Dear Mr. Friedman: i

I am writing to call to your attention a recent rulemaking action that could !

significantly affect the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's regulatory framework !

for removal of faciiities from the Site Decommissioning Management Plan
(SDMP). !

On August 22, 1994, NRC proposed a rulemaking to establish radiological . f

criteria for the decommissioning of former nuclear facilities affected by ,

residual radioactive contamination (59 [R 43200). NRC has recognized that
lack of defined radiological criteria for decommissioning his sometimes acted i

as a disincentive to site remediation for owners of sites fisted on the SDMP. ,

The intent of this rulemaking-is to provide a clear and cotisistent regulatory ;

basis for determining the extent to which lands and structures must be i
remediated before a site can be considered decontaminated end thereby eligible
for release for unrestricted use. The rulemaking would establish specific !

criteria that would apply to residual radioactivity resulting from the
'possession or use of source, byproduct and special nuclear material at

facilities currently or formerly licensed by NRC, including SDMP sites.
,

The proposed criteria would not apply to sites already covered by a
,

decommissioning plan approved by the Commission before the effective date of ;

the rule. Until the new criteria are in place, NRC intends to proceed with I
site decommissioning on a site-specific basis considering existing criteria ?

coupled with the concept that residual radioactivity should be as low as
reasonably achievable (ALARA). Decisions concerning residual radioactivity

.

will continue to be made as necessary during the pendency of this rulemaking !

process. NRC is accepting comments on the proposed rule until
January 20, 1995. The comment period has been extended from the date in the

.

enclosed federal Reaiste.E notice to afford additional opportunity for public '
'comment,

in cerder to ensure that all facilities listed on NRC's SDMP are aware of the |

promulgation of the proposed rule on decommissioning criteria, ; am enclosing ;

a copy of the Federal Reaister notice of August 22, 1994. g j
,

i

oon oo2,s ,u 222 pi.

PDR ADOCK 04000861 ;,,N
.. C _ :



J. Friedman -2-
*-

,
,

'
.

..

.

Please review the proposed rule and, if you have any questions, contact me or
the individual indicated in the Federal Reaister notice.

Sincerely,

Sw n/Ays"N~f
John J. Lentz, Project Manager
Materials Decommissioning Section
low-Level Waste and Decomissioning

Projects Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuciaar Material Safety ,

and Safeguards

Docket No. 040-00861 (Terminated)
License Nos. C-2348, C-3496 (Terminated)

Enclosure: As sta ed ,

^

cc w/o enc 1: See Attached List
.
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hiorizonsDistribution'ListforLetterdated 12/22/94 |

Docket No. 040-00861 (Terminated)
License Nos. C-2348, C-3496 (Terminated)

Mr. Richard M. Van Deventer Mr. Steve Petras, Esq.
General Manager Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease |

Lamotite 2100 One Cleveland Center
2909 East 79th Street 1375 East Ninth Street
Cleveland, OH 44104 Cleveland, OH 44114-1724

Mr. Richard L. Lewis 11 Mr. Herb Wainer .

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Horizons Incorporated |

Pease 18531 South Miles Road
2l00 One Cleveland Center Cleveland, OH 44128
1375 East Ninth Street
Cleveland, OH 44114-1724

Dr. Alexander Williams
Office of Environmental

Restoration .

U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20545

Mr. Warren E. Bergholz, Jr. ;

Chief Counsel
Savannah River Operations Office
U.S. Department of Energy ,

P.O. Box A ;
Aiken, SC 29802

Mr. Robert E. Owen
Radiological Health Program
Ohio Department of Health i

246 North High Street
'

P.O. Box 118
Columbus, OH 43266-0118

,

Mr. Todd Brady
Cuyahoga County Board of i

liealth
One Playhouse Square
1375 Euclid Avenue - 5th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44115 >

Mr. William Skoronski
Ohio Environmental Protection

Agency
2110 East Aurora Road
Twinsburg, DH 44087-1969
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