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THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDA

[s Iraq Evading
The Nuclear Police?

2y Paul Leventhal

WASHINGTON

n as IraqQ's nu_lear po
tents, mestake 10 focus
ex'us a the expertise of

reql se  LASts and Suchear in
dusire. Saddam Hussein does
o't ne ! to manufacture (he
plutonium and enricheu granium es
sential for the bomb. He could con.
ceivably buy whal he neeus in a nu
cledr black market or sunply steal it
Hehas tried in the past. In 1982, as
documented by un Halian magistrale
tragi officinls (tried (0 buy 75 pounds
of French plutonium for $62.5 million
frum'iwo arms dealers who promised
butinever produced the material
Unforiunately, there can be no iron-
clad "assurances that iraq has not
gircady succeeded in acquiring the
ucledr exploaives it needs Lo com-
plete: its weapons. Inspections, lke
the (Wice yeariy visits of the Interna
(ol Atomic Energy Agency, can't
tell s anything about Iraq's clandes-
LRe -aclivities. Al besy, (hey can con
frem only that the regime's known
supplies of imported nuclear fuel are

siill where they are supposed (o be

These concerns about Irag expose
the central problem of the global non
proitferation sysiem: permitling the
use of bomb-grade plutonium and
ucamum fuels in civilan nuclear pow-
er and research programs. The unde
tected removal of just a Liny percent.
age of the tons of plutonium In an
indusirial state like France, Germa
ny, Poigium or Japan would repre
sent a substantial amount of bumb
material

Piant employees have ample op
partunity for such diversions. Large
nuclear fuel plants in Europe and
Japan exiract and prucess ions of
plutonium from spent reactor fuel
every yeuar. Because of inherer’
cortainties In measurng lar~ . flows
of plutonium, which is [ .uessed In
quid or pewder form, officiels are
forced (0 estimate. [/ the amount
recovered from the fuel falls within a
certain margin of error, i1l is assumed
that al! the bomb-grade material has
been accounted for

Paul  Leventhal is president of the
Nuclear Controf Institule

The |.A.E.A. does not come close (O
achieving its goal of detecting the loss
of one bumb’'s worth of pluloam -
17 pounds -~ per plant per year. in
practice, as much as 600 pounds Jf
weapons-grade maleral could be di
verted from a large plant in a yeal

withoul being recognized as MISSing

Physicilly removing the bomb ma
terial from nuclear plants . h‘.\\'mh:
A plant employee could be motivaiea
whether by extortion, ideology of
bribery, 10 transport the material out
of the plant and turn over .h; an
iraqi agent. Il could be concealed in
the low-level wastes thal for econom
I FEASONS, are discarded withoul any
monitoring for plutenium

There are other potential sources
of illicit bomb materiais U.S.sup
phied bomb-g@i #de urEnIum 15 USeU as
fuel In more han 100 rescuarch rei
tors @t home and OVerscis Also (u!:h
lemalnc are several experimental fa
cilities, known as critie al assemblics
for the designing of nuciear fue!'s
These use huge amounts of ext remely
pure, I igh-grade bomb-grade puton

y and uranium
'Ant{f‘::u:r\‘dy security on 1,100 pounds
of U.S. -supplied bomb-grace material
at one Japanese factily wus found L0
pe so lax thal American
‘ called in 1o develop | nprove

SPeCIRliats

were
ments on a crash basis

nrcl MBER AR 1990

LI bt Vi e

A number of remedial steps should
be Laken Extraordinary measures
are needed 10 prowect vl vuuciar
(acilities aganst thefl. There should
be more frequent LALA. visits o
fraq = onee 4 week insicad of twice &
VeAT == (0 correspotd with (he mim
mum time necded w0 convert the
country's known stocks of nuciear
fuel ‘mo pure uranium for & bomb

Toe agency should also exercise its
Tlghl (0 conduct -{'M‘\'hl‘ 1\\")((‘“0"‘.5 in
fraq v seek ol undeclared bomb
material or finished weapons, And i
should end its policy of kixoping the
deta.ls of 1is lindings secrr L. [v=q, sull
@ party in good standing to the hucie-
¢r Non-Profiferation Treaty, should
be condemned by the other 140 signa
lores

Finally, “‘peaceful bomb-graue
muteriials must be replaced with al
ternative fuels that cannot e urned
o wz2upons. This had been o high
U.S. priority until the Reagan and
Bush Administrations decided (hal
non-proliferatien bonefits were nol
worth the political costs of resisiing
European und Japanese appetites for
plutonium and highly enriched urae
nium. If there is (0 be any hope thai
fivure crises will be spared a nuciear
dimension, the White House must re
verse this “'see-no-evil’ policy
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