rrriNov."remb(;r 2, 1994

Mr. Roger 0. Anderson, Director
Licensing and Management Issues
Northern States Power Company
414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT - APPROVAL OF CODE CASE N-416-1
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE REQUIRED HYDROSTATIC PRESSURE TEST
(TAC NO. M90561)

Dear Mr. Anderson:

By letter dated September 30, 1994, you requested authorization to utilize
ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Case N-416-1, "Alternative Pressure Test
Requirement for Welded Repairs or Installation of Replacement Items by Weiding
Class 1, 2, and 3, Section XI, Division 1," during the Monticello Third
Ten-Year Inservice Inspection Interval. Code Case N-416-1 provides increased
testing flexibility to the licensee, which should reduce the need for relief
requests associated with post-weld repair/replacement hydrostatic testing.

We have completed our review of your request and have concluded that general
use of Code Case N-416-1 is acceptable with one provision. Use of Code Case
N-416-1 is authorized pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(ii1) provided that
additional surface examinations are performed on the root (pass) layer of butt
and socket welds on the pressure reta‘ning boundary of Class 3 components when
the surface examination method is used in accordance with Section III. Use of
Code Case N-416-1 is authorized until such time as this code case is published
in a future revision of Regulatory Guide 1.147. At that time, if the licensee
intends to continue to implement this code case, the licensee is to follow all
provisions in Code Case N-416-1, with limitationc .ssued in Regulatory Guide
1.147, if any.

The safety evaluation supporting our finding is enclosed. This action closes
TAC No. M90561. [If you have any questions concerning this action please
contact Beth Wetzel at (301) 504-1355.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

John N. Hannon, Director
Project Directorate I11-]
Division of Reactor Projects - III/IV
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-263

Enclosure: Safety Evaluation
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#r. Roger 0. Anderson, Director
Northern States Power Company

cC:

J. E. Silberg, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N. W.

Washington DC 20037

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspector Office

2807 W. County Road 75

Monticello, Minnesota 55362

Site General Manager

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Northern States Power Company
Monticello, Minnesota 55362

Robert Nelson, President
Minnesota Environmental Control
Citizens Association (MECCA)

1051 South McKnight Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55119

Commissioner

Minnesota Pollution Contriul Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, Minnesota 55119

Regional Administrator, Region 111
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road

Lisle, I11inois 60532-435]

Commissioner of Health
Minnesota Department of Health
717 Delaware Street, S. E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440

Darla Groshens, Auditor/Treasurer
Wright County Government Center
10 NW Second Street

Buffalo, Minnesota 55313

Kris Sanda, Commissioner
Department of Public Service
121 Seventh Place Etast

Suite 200

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2145

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant

Adonis A, Neblett

Office of the Attorney Genera)
445 Minnesota Street

Suite 900

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2127

Site Licensing

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Northern States Power Company

2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, Minnesota 55362
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