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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 94-004-00

LATE REACTOR COOLANT SYSTEM CHLORIDE SAMPLE

POINT BEACH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 2

Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 94-004-00 for Point Beach Nuclear
Plant, Unit 2. This report if being submitted in accordance with
the requirements of 10 CFR %0.73(a)(2)(i)(B), "Any operation or
condition prohibited by the plant’s Technical Specifications."

This report describes a reactor coolant system chloride sample that

was taken outside the periodicity required by the plant’s Technical
Specifications.

Please contact us if there are any questions.
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On October 6, 1994, Point Beach Nuclear Plant Unit 2 was in a defueled
condition, residual heat removal secured, and the reactor coolant systen
in reduced inventory. A Unit 2 reactor coolant sample was drawn at

1248 CST to perform a required chloride analysis. Point Beach Nuciear
Plant Technical Specifications require a chloride sample three times

per week but not to exceed 72 hours between samples when a unit is in
refueling shutdown. Due to incomplete communications between chemistry
and operations personnel, the reactor coolant system sample was drawn
appreximately 76.5 hours after the initial sample. Sample results were
norxal,
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

On October 6, 1994, Point Beach Nuclear Plant (PBNP) Unit 1 was operating
at 100% power and Unit 2 was shutdown for its annual refueling outage.
Unit 2 was defueled with the reactor coolant system drained to 3/4 pipe,
and the residual heat removal system (RHR) secured.

On the morning of October 6, chemistry personnel reguested operations to
draw a reactor coolant sample for analysis. The sample was reguested to
meet the requirements of Technical Specification Table 15.4.1-~2, "Minimum
Frequencies for Equipment and Sampling Tests," Item 1, "Reactor Coolant
Samples." This item requires sampling reactor coolant for chlorides
three times per week, not to exceed 72 hours between samples during
periods of refueling shutdown.

Operations was requested to draw the sample because with RHR secured and
the RCS in reduced inventory, normal sample paths through the RHR system
are not available., Under normal conditions, with RHR in operation,
samples would be drawn by chemistry personnel. Under the existing
conditions operations determines an appropriate system sample point to
obtain a sample that is best representative of RCS conditions.

In order to meet the Technicual Specification requirement, the sample was
required to be drawn by 0815 CST on October 6, 1994. When requesting

the sample, chemistiy personnel did not communicate to operations the
requirement to have the sample by this time. The sample was subsequently
drawn at 1248 CST,. approximately 4.5 hours in excess of the maximum
allowed periodicity.

CAUBES

Chemistry made the appropriate contact with operations to obtain the
reactor coolant system sample early con the morning of October 6, 1994.
Based on past experience, the request was made in sufficient time to draw
the sample in accordance with the Technical Specification requirements.
However, chemistry personnel did not communicate the need to obtain the
sample by 0815 CST. Since operation personnel are not normally directly
involved in obtaining samples this communication oversight resulted in
the delay in obtaining the sanple.
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CORRECTIVE ATTIONS

The reactor coolant system was sampled. Chloride concentration was
verified to be within acceptable limits.

Chemistry procedures were reviewed to ensure that the sample reguirements
were clearly specified. WNo deficiencies were noted.

Expectations that any r uirements associated with sampling are appro-
priately communicated to the necessary personnel has been reinforced with
the responsible chemistry personnel.

REPORTABILITY

This event is being reported in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (B),
"Any operation or condition prchibited by the plant’s Technical
Specifications."

SAFETY ASSESSMENT

Reactor coolant system chloride concentration was verified within
acceptable limits. As documented in Technical Specification Section
15.3.1, out of specification reactor coolant chemistry is not an
immediate safety concern allowing time for corrective action to be taken
to restore chemistry within limits. The reactor was defueled and the
reactor coolant system was in a condition that is more conservative than
that required by Technical Specification 15.3.1.E to correct an out of
specification reactor coolant chemistry condition. There are no safety
conseguences resulting from this event.

SIMILAR OCCURRENCES:

The following LERs document late or missed surveillances related to
inadequate communications:

301/94-002-00 Quarterly Technical Specifications Test of PORV Block
Valve not performed.
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