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iJoseph San Filippo
50 Harrison Ave. |

Highland Park NJ 08904

June 15,1993

Mr. Donnie H Grimsley EREEDOM 0F INFORMATION

USNRC ACT REQUEST

[g _py_yjWashington DC 20555
Mail Stop P-370 g, j

Dear Mr. Grimsley:

I am writing to requests under the aegis of the Freedom of Information Act
copies of all relevant documents, including but not limited to the NRC's findings
and fines imposed on Rutgers University since 1985. I am particularly
interested in the incident described in the enclosed newspaper article, dated
November 1,1991.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 908-249-7978.

Thank you. !
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Continued from Page A1

{I bS etS Norman said in an inteniew that Rutgers L >

ing the order to pay the nne but had already begu.-

to impreve its procedures for handling radloactive matenal
In one of the keyincidents cited by the NRC, inspectors

RL" lne
found a small quantity of Uranium 235 in an unrestricted
Chemistry Department laboratory at the Wrignt Reiman| | Bullding on the Busch Campus in Piscataway.'

In highly punfied form and large quantitles, Uranium
By J. CRAl0 6HEARMAN 235 is a key ingredient in the manufacture of nuclear weap- 3ons, both NRC and Rutgers omeials said.

H~Home News ecscation wrc.6f Only I gram of the material was in use, however, and it

NEW BRUN5 WICK - Rutgers Uruver- was enriched to 70 percent purity rather than the 90 per-
cent and above required for weapons grade uranium, of5

sity was fined more than $5,000 vesterday cials said There are 28 grams in 1 ounce.
for a!!owing employees to leave dangerous "You could not make bombs that would go bang out of
uranium 235 unprotected on a laboratory this," said Michael Quin]an. acting director of the RutgersI

bench and keeping focd in the same reH. . I Emironmental Health and Safety Department. "You wouldgerators as nuclear matenal, authorities
said. literally have to eat this to have a problem."

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission NRC spokesman Karl Abraham agreed that the mate-

sufts of a May 21-24 inspection of Rutgersim csed the fine after reviewing the re-
rial was not weapons grade or a significant health threat. F
He said, however, that proper control of any radioactive O=

laboratories. material is important because of its potential health ha2-
The inspection found 19 violations of fed- ards m sufficient quantitles.

eral regu!atioris governing the storage and In the incident cited by the NRC, inspectors were able

handling of radioactive materials, accord- to valk into an unlocked laboratory atd were not chal-
ing to NRC documents The violations oc- lenged by a student working there, the agency's report said

curred in seven categor!es and rtinged
The univenity raponded that "it would take malleious in-
tent to become exposed to rad!o!sotopes" but the NRCfrom improper record. keeping to side by- countered that control still was inadequate.side storage of nuclear material and food

The NRC yesterday dropped five of the In the other key incident, *' evidence of eating and
19 violations frem its complaint and or- drinidng was observed in numerous laboratories using ra-

dered a fine of $5,535 after hearing the uni- dioactive matert118," the report said. Inspectors found a
versity's respcnse to the charges. The coNoe maker, food and soda cans along witn cigarette butts

agency had originally said it would fir.e ar.d packsges despite university policies against sating andi

Rutgers 56 250. smcking in the labs,the report said.

The NRC said the do!ations were at Se-
" Refrigerators containing radioactive materials in sev-

verity Level 3, the midpotnt of a scale in eral of these posted laboratories also conta!ned food or
which Severity Level 1 is the mest serious beverages," the report said. At least two people adm!!ted
and Seventy Level s is the least serious. eating in the labs,

The agency criticized the urdversity's Quinlan conceded that some university employees had

program for handling nuclear rr.aterials siolated the no-food and no-smoking rujes and that the ac- r

and said the violations could have been tien was "not something we condone." Eating and smoking
prevented. are prohibited because they could allow radloactive maten-

"Such failures reflect either a lack of un- al t : a"er the bo@, he said. Applying makeup is prohibited
it 0 + iaba because it could hofd radioactive material inderstanding of radiation protection princi-

,

pies . . or insufficient (personnel; for more contact with tht, skin, he said-

than a cursory (inspeetlor'," wrote Hugh
Thompson Jr., deputy emutive director
for materiah safety, in a letter to Rut I
Associate Treasurer Richard Norman.gers

See FINE. Page A2

_ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ -


