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concerning a plant's conformance with the terms of 2
combined license, a party may file a petition which
shows that there is good cause to modify or prohibit
operation because one or more of the criteria in the
combined license have not been met. The license holder
and the NRC Staff are permitted to file responses to
the petition. If the Commission finds that the
peticion raises genuine issues of material fact and
meets certain other criteria, a formal adjudicatory
hearing is held, unless the matter is exempt from
adjudication under Section 554&(a)(3) of the
Administrative Procedure Act., (The exempticn applies
only to decisions which rest solely on "inspections,
tests or elections.")

For issues going directly to the terms of the
combined license, rather than to conformance with those
terms, any person whose interest may be affected may
provide a written petition to the Commission itself.
The Commission must determine before operation whether
the issues raised in the petition must be resolved
before operation. If the petition is granted, the
Tommission will issue an appropriate order. If the
netition is denied, the Commission will so advise the
requester in writing, stating the reasons for its
decision.

The procedures applicable to a public petition
based on new information depend on the nature of the
information and the relief sought. For example, a
petition challenging the certified design might be
treated as a request for rulemaking. 1In that case, a
notice-and-comment procedure could be followed.
Petitions raising other new issues going to the terms
of the combined license would be resolved by the
Commission in accordance with the procedure detailed
above.

As you can see, the new process provides many avenues for
meaningful public participation. I hope that my explanation
alleviates your constituent's concern.

Sincerely,

General Counsel



Phil Gramm
Texas

AMmited Htates ~aenate
MEMORANDUM

Date: - - &

v
lny constituent has sent me the enc'osed communication,
and | would appreciate 2 response which addresses
his/her concems.

Please senc your response, together with the
constituent’s correspondence, to me at the foliowing
address:

Office of Senator Phil Gramm
370 Russell Senate Oifice Bullding
Washington, D.C. 20510-4302
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