SEP 16 1982

The Honorable Arlen Specter
IInited States Senate
Vashington, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Specter:

In your letter to the U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Commission dated Auqust 25, 1982,
you requested our firdings and views in regard to an fnquiry by Mr, James B, MHurst
concerning the restart of Three Mile Island Muclear Station, Unft Mo, 1 (TMI.]),
Since it would be inappropriate for the Commission to comment on matters pendine
before it in the TMI-] restart proceeding, I am respondino to your recuest on
hehalf of the staff,

Mr., Hurst cites three instances where the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
(ASLR) disagreed with the conclusion of the Special Master who was appointed

to preside over the reopened proceedings. The ASLB noted that under NRC req-
ulations the Special Master's report was advisory only and that they alone

were responsible as the inftfal decision maker. The ASLR evaluated the Specfal
“aster's findings in Yiecht of their ow: review of the entire evidentiary record
of the reopened proceeding, The staff has reviewed the ASLB decision and rakes
no exception to their conclusfons in the areas of concern cited by Mr, Hurst,

The first two areas of concern deal with the assurances that GPU Muclear will
comply with the ASLR recommendations to make certain changes in its operating
procedures and to develop a review process for detecting cheating on its own
operator exams, The MNC has developed a ™I.] Restart Inspectfon Matrix which
has been revised to include the ASLBR recommendations. Accordincly, we feel
that reasonable assurance exists that the conditions imposed by the ASLE will
he satisfied prior v any restart of ™I-1,

The third area of concern regards the status of operators who were suspected by
the Special Master of cheating. Although the Licensing foard agreed with the
Special Master that certain operators cheated, it disagreed with the Special
Master's conclusions regarding other personnel, As to the other operators, the
Licensing Roard reviewad the Specfal Master's conclusions and also conducted
its own detailed review of the evidencc., After such review, the Licensing
Roard concluded that the evidence did not support a fi ing of cheating and
did not warrant sanctions against these other personnel. Therefore, no
sanctions were imposed regardino such other personnel,

We share your and Mr, Hurst's concerns that the publiz health and safety are
extremely fmportant, The staff feels that the changes made as a result of the
reopened proceedings will sa‘isfy these concerns.
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Dear Senator Specter:

In your letter to the '.S, Nuclear Pegulaory Commission dm.hﬁ??&?,

you requested our findings and views in refard to an fnouiry by ", James B, Murst
concerning the restart of Three Mile Island\Muclear Statfon, !Init Mo, 1 (TMI-1),
Since i would be fnapprepriate for the Commicsion to comment on matters nendina
before it in the ™I1.1 restart proceedina, ! respondine to your reousst on
behalf of the staff,

Mr. Hurst cites three instances where ?p Atomig Safety and Licensing "oard
(ASLR) disagreed with the conclusfion of the Special Master who was appointed

to preside over the reopened proceedings. The ASLR noted that under '™C req-
wlations the Special Master's report was advisory only and that they alone
were responsible as the inftial decision maker. ASLR evaluated the Special
Master's findings in 1ight of thefr own review of the entire evidentiary record
of the reopened proceeding. The staff has reviewed the ASLR decision and takes

no exception to their conclusuﬁs in the areas of contern cited by Mr, Hurst,

/
The first two a eas of conc deal with the assurances that GPY! Muclear will
comply with the ASL® rec ndations to make certafin chapges in its operating
procedures and to develop A review process for detecting \cheating on fts own
operator exams, The MRC has developed a T™I-] Restart In tion Matrix which
has been revised to incYude the ASLE recarmendations. Accardingly, we feel
that reasonable assurance exists that the conditions imposed by the ASLE wil)
he satisfied prior to/any restart of ™I.1, ‘

The third area of concern recards the status of two onerators who were suspected
by the Special ter of cheating, e of the two has since resigned and was
therefore not cofisidered by the ASLE, The ASLE reviewed the transcrint of the
second operatoy's testimony and did not fully share the Special Master's opinion
that the operator's credihility was undemined, Therefore, no ranction was
fmposed on this operator,

We share your and Mr, Murst's concerns that the public health and safety are
extremely fmportant. The staff feels that the changes made as a result of the
reopened proceedinns will satisfy these concerns,

Sincerely,

\ ¥{11iam J. Dircks ELD
6« \\ Executive Director for Operations gy3/82
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