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The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Specter:

In your letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Connission dated August 25, 1982,
you requested our fir. dings and views in regard to an inquiry by Fr. James B. Hurst
concerning the restart of Three Mile Island Huclear Station, Unit Ho.1 (TMI-1).
Since it would be inappropriate for the Corsnission to connent on natters pending
before it in the THI-l restart proceeding I am responding to your request on
behalf of the staff.

Mr. Iturst cites three instances > Acre the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
(ASLD) disagreed with the conclusion of the Special Master who was appointed
to preside over the reopened proceedings. The ASLB noted that under NRC reg-
ulations the Special 8' aster's report was advisory only and that they alone
were responsible as the initial decision mak~er. The ASLB evaluated the-Special
Master's findings in light of their our review of the entire evidentiary record
of the reopened proceeding. The staff has reviewd the ASLB decision and takes
no exception to their conclusions in the areas of concern cited by Mr. Hurst.

The first two areas of concern deal with the assurances that GPU Nuclear will
comply with the ASLB reconnendations to make certain changes in its operating
procedures and to develop a review process for detecting cheating on its own
operator exans. The HRC has developed a THI-l Restart Inspection Matrix which
has been revised to include the ASLB reconnendations. Accordingly, we feel
that reasonable assurance exists that the conditions inposed by the ASLB will
be satisfied prior to any restart of THI-1.

The third area of concern regards the status of operators who were suspected by
the Special Master of cheating. Although the Licensing Board agreed with.the
Special Master that certain operators cheated, it disagreed with the Special
Master's conclusions regarding other personnel. As to the other operators, the
Licensing Board reviewed the Special f4 ster's conclusions and also conducted
its om detailed review of the evidence. After such review, the Licensing
Board concluded that the evidence did not support a ffRing of cheating and
did not warrant sanctions against these other personnel. Therefore, no
sanctions were imposed regarding such other personnel.

We share your and Mr. Hurst's concerns that the public health and safety are
extrenely important. The staff feels that the changes made as a result of the
reopened proceedings will satisfy these concerns.

I B210070440 820916 Sincerely,
1 PDR ADOCK 05000289
H PDR ,(sm.ed) T. A, Rehm ELD

CSEE PREVIOUS CONCURRENCES gWilliam J. Dircks 9/13/82* p

omcc, 0(B/,DH[S*,,,, , ' 0H[S : DD, , ,,,,., DH[S,:D*j,,,,f,ecuAiveDire: tor (orOperations ED0 h-*

....p/t/82g t:
: g g;;..;;;;;.;:rg.: .ggg,,,::- - --, , , , ,

as s. . a.ms.. urser.......... ..aT.h.w.s.o.n.....e kh-.

.. Q. 82..... .pM ._ [/ML,d2/.@/.Q2.. .. . . ,,9,/,9 /,8 2,. ... ... , . 9/,1,0/,82,,,,,, ,,one) . . . . . . . -

unc ronu m oomacu ovo OFFICIAL RECORD COPY usam mi-mem
>



C ,3
~

.> p'

^

DISTRIBUTION:
'

OLB Rdg RMattson
OLB File RVollmer
LPDR PCheck
NRC PDR BSnyder

'\ VStello EDO Rdg

\
RHaynes, Reg. I SECY 0893 (3)
GCunningham PBrandenburg
LUnderwood /(EDO 12263)The Honorable Arlen Specter
ECase / MGarverUnited States Senate HDenton (ED012263)Washington, D.C. 20510
PPAS OCA
D e ut DHFS R 3Dear Senator Specter:

In your letter to the U.S. Nuclear Pegula nry Cognission d fl9 g!!t k b 2,
you requested our findings and views in re ard to an inquiry by Fr. Janes B. Iturst
concerning the restart of Three title Islan Nuclear Station, Unit No.1 (TMI-1).
Since it would be inappropriate for the Cmm .ssion to comment on natters pending

before it in the T'tI-l restart proceeding,/
I' n responding to your request on

behalf of the staff.
/

ifr. Ifurst cites three instances where tp$ Atomi Safety and Licensing Board
(ASLR) disagreed with the conclusion of the Spec al Paster who was appointed
to preside over the reopened proceedjdgs. The A 9 noted that under tRC reg-
ulations the Special t'. aster's report'vas advisory nly and that they alone
were responsible as the initial dec'ision naker. Ti ASLR evaluated the Special
ffaster's findings in light of the/r own review of t e entire evidentiary record
of the reopened proceeding. Thy staff has reviewed he ASLB decision and takes
no exception to their conclusions in the areas of con ern cited by Mr. !!urst.

The first two a eas of conce n deal with the assurance that GPU !!uclear will
comply with the ASLB reconr ndations to make certain ch ges in its operating
procedures and to develop review process for detectintf heating on its own

has been revised to inc)7 as developed a TMI-1 Restart In pection l' atrix which
operator exams. The !!RC

ude the ASLB reconnendations. fccgrdingly, we feel
that reasonable assur ce exists that the conditions impos by the ASLR will
be satisfied prior t any restart of TMI-1.

\

The third area of oncern regards the status of two operators 'who vere suspected
by the Special Ma/ter of cheating. One of the tvo has since re' signed and was
therefore not considered by the ASLB. The ASLB reviewed the transcript of the
second operator's testimony and did not fully share the Special l' aster's opinion
that the oper'(tor's credibility was undemined. Therefore, no ranctieu vas
inposed on is operator.

Un share ur and Mr. Purst's concerns that the public health and safety are
extrenely important. The staff feels that the changes made as a result of the
reopened proceedings will satisfy these concerns.

Sincerely,

( Villiam J. Dircks ELD P
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