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PR[ilMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVEf4T OR UNUSUAL OCCokkEf4CL Ph0 ll-91 it

! This preliminary notification coristitutes EARLY notice of mrits of POSSIDLE safety or
public interest significance. 1he infernation is as initially received without serifi-
cation or evaluation, ano is basically all that is loown by the Region 11 staff on this
cate.

FACIL11Y: Georgia Power Corrany Licensee Erergency Classification:
P. O. Box 1295 _ ___hotification of Linusual Event
Birmingharn AL 35201

~~~
Alert
Site Area Emergency

Docket Nos. 50-424, 50-425 Generel Erieraency
~~ T Not Applicabie

SUBJECT: MEDI A INTERLST lh ENVIR0hMENTAL MD'ul0 RING RESULTS

A local Atlanta radio station (Z93) this rnorning Leondcast selected usults frce the 1990
arnual report of environnntal rnonitoring activities conducted by the Georgia Cepartn.ent
of Natural Retources (DNR) near the Vogtle Nuclear Power Plant. The DNR conducts the
n:enitoring program under ccntract to the hRC. The breadcast reportedly claimed that
elevated lesels of trition., cesium-137, and strontion,-90 were found in samples of fish
flesh caught in the Savannah River. One sanple of non-edible fish parts indichting eleva'.d
levels of Fr-90 was caught downstream of Vogtle. NRC staff review of the report noted that

the sanples of edible fish flesh were caught upstream of the f acility. The DNR report
further stated that "the elevated activity in the san;ple is probably not due to Vogtle."
The Final Environrental Staten,ent published prior to operation of Vogtle noted detectable
levels of H-3, Sr-89, Sr-90, and Cs-137 in pre-operational san.ples of Savannah River water.
NRC staff has evaluated the Georgia Power Company's envircnmental monitoring capability
through inspections including a laboratory intercon.parison program. The iesults of the
staff reviews indicate that the Georgia Power Company Power Supply Laboratory dencnstrated
the ability to accurately quantify radioisoteres in the Environment. No reports of

effluent rnonitoring results prepared by Georgia Power and reviewed by NRC staff indicated
releaset, from Plant Vogtle which could reasonably have resulted " 'he #indings rrported by
the DNR,

The State of Georgia notified the NRC at approxir.ately 9:30 a.m.

This information is current as of 11:30 a.m. on May 23, la 1.

CONTACT: Thomas R. Decker
FTS - 841-2559
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