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APR 30 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR: Vandy L. Miller, Chief, Medical, Academic and Commercial
Use Safety Brench, NMSS

FROM: W. L. Axelson, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety and
Safeguards Branch, Region 111
SUBJECT: 3M - UPDATE ON CUSTOMER INSTRUCTIONS FOR REUSARLE ]i‘gsv\’;

BRACHYTHERAPY SEEDS ‘

The purpose of this memorandun is to provide you with a progress report on 3M
providing specific instructions recommended by the Office for Analysis and
Evaluction of Operational Date (AEOD) to customers reusing high intensity
fodine-125 brachytherapy seeds. At the time of our last memorandum to you,
deted January 30, 1987, we were awaiting a response to a request for 3M to
adopt AEOD's recommendations. Since that time, we discussed the
recommendations with 3¥'s management during a February 12, 1967 site visit. In
@ letter dated March 1€, 1987, 3V responded to our reouest and committed to
*“’revising the product labeTinp and instructions for these seeds ae requested. A
i copy ©of the Tetter ic atiached. We have discussed the March 16 response with
3V manacement anc asked them to submit actual samples of the labels and
instructions when they are complete. Upon receipt, we will amend 3M's license
(No. 22-00057-59MD) to incorporate the commitments in the March 16 letter and

the actual instructions and labels.

As of this date, 3M has the following in place:

1.  An internal procedure to identify and review precautions with each new
customer for the reusable iodine-125 seeds. Attached is 2 copy of a
January 30, 1987 letter from 3% which 'ists customers using the iodine-125
seeds as of that date. This list could be used to send an NRC notice to
@11 users regarding precautions.

2. A warning notice that is included with each shipment of reusable seeds.
The notice has been utilized since August 12, 1985 and is described in the
attached August 12, 1985 3M letter,

3. Instructions to customers which discuss precautions for ruptured seeds.
The instructions currently include recommendations for decontamination
surveys and pioassays for individuals handling the seeds. We have
attached a January 17, 1985 letter which includes the instructions. o
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vandy L. Miller i

As you recall during our meeting with the Commissioners' technical assistants
on this subject, Har?aret Federline, Commissioner Carr's technica) assistant,
requested that we follow up with her on this matter. Accordingly, you may
wish to inform her and the other assistants regarding 3¥'s actions.

This should close out our response to your December 12, 1986 technical
assistance request. 1f you have any questions, please contact Bruce Mallett at
FTS 388-5742,
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W. L. Axélson, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety
end Safeguards Branch

Attachments: Az stated
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MEMORAND'M FOR: Vandy L. Miller, Chief, Medical, Academic and Commercial

Use Safety Branch, NMSS

FROM: W. L. Axelson, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety and

Safeguards Branch, Region 11]

SUBJECT: 3M - UPDATE ON CUSTOMER INSTRUCTIONS FOR REUSABLE 1-125
BRACHYTHERAPY SEEDS

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you with a progress report on 3M
providing specific instructions recommended by the Office for Analysis and
Evaluation of Operational Data (AEOD) to customers reusing high intensity
fodine-125 brachytherapy seeds. At the time of our last memorandu~ to you,
dated January 30, 1987, we were awaiting a response to a request for 3M to
adopt AEOD's recommendations. Since that time, we discussed the
recommendaiions with 3M's management during a February 12, 1987 site visit. In
a letter datod March 16, 1987, 3M responded to our request and committed to
revising the product labeling and instructions for these seeds as requested. A
copy of the letter iy attached. We have discussed the March 16 response with
3M management and asked them to sutinit actual samples of the labels and
instructions when they are complete. Upon receipt, we will amend 3M's license
(No. 22-00057-59MD) to incorporate the commitments in the March 16 letter and

the actual instructions and labels.

As of this date, 3M has the following in place:
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1. An interna) procedure to identify and review precautions with each new
customer for the reusable fodine~125 seeds. Attached is a copy of a
January 30, 1987 letter from 3M which 1ists customers using the iodine-125
seeds as of that date. This list could be used to send an NRC notice to

al) users regarding precautions.

2. A warning notice that 1s included with each shipment of reusable seeds.
The notice has been utilized since August 12, 1985 and is described in the

attached August 12, 1988 3M letter.

3. Instructions to customers which discuss precautions for ruptured seeds.
The instructions currently include recommendations for decontamination
surveys and bicassays for individuals handling the seeds. We have

attached a January 17, 1985 letter which includes the instructions.

This should close out our response to your December 12, 1986 technica)
assistance request. If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Mallett at

FTS 388-5742.

wW. L. Axelson, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety

and Safeguards Branch

Attachments: As stated
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