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U § Nuclear Regulatery Commission
wasrtington DC, 2055%
Attrn: Docketing and Services Branch §/8/91

Dear Secretary,

Tne following comments Are n response to the NRC
proposed rule on the revision of fee scneaules (100% fee recovery,
as tutlishes 1n the Federal Reg® ter on Apral 12,1991 (&€ ¢
14870 ).

Abbott Northwestern Hospita) has both an NRC cobalt
te'etrerapy license and a human use byproduct nuclear medicine
Ticernse., Unoer the proposed rule, the hospital will be hit wisth
twe large annual fees ( $8600 for teletherapy and $3400 for nuclear
meficire ;. In addition, there 1& & proprosed twenty-five percert
increase in 1nspection and licensing fees. The annuaiized
firacral burden 18 estimated to be $15,000. This increased cost
nuet be recovered from only a fev hundrec patients. The cost per
patient could be as much as $150. There 18 NO way to fully recover
this cost, Medicare ancg other third party payers have and wil)
tentinue te 1imit procedural reimbursement., There will be a strorg
incentive to eliminate Lhese services and discontinue the NRC
Ticensed activity, Cobalt teletherapy can be easily replacec with
a & My Tinear accelerator., which will probably be done in light of
the high cost of a § year cobalt program ( $25,000 Co-60 source,
$§55,000 “n NRC coetes for 5 yr for a total of 880,000 ).
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| The proposed new NRC fees cannot possibly be recoverec from
| trro party patient reimbursement. The proposed annual fees should
| be el minated.

incerely,
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| Dongly Brunn
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Seniyr Administrator
Ragdiology Services
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