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Date: April 15, 1991
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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-91-28

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY ..otice of events of
POSSIBLE safety or public interest significance. The information is

,

as initially received without verification or evaluation, and is basically
all that is known by the Region I staff on this date.

Facility: Licensee Energency Classification:
Interstate Nuclear Services Corp. Notification of Unusual Event
North Third Avenue Alert
Royr.: ford, FA 19468 Gite Area Emergsney

General Emerguncy
i

| License No. 37-23341-01 X Not Applicable
Docket No. 030-20534

Subject: RESCINDING OF PERMIT TO DISPOSE OF SLUDGE FROM THF ROYERSFOLD
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY F. TO " ' 910 ACTIVE CONTAMINANTS.

The Regiot ' office was notified by copy of a 'Li from the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvt >a Department of Environmental t ou. as (PADER) dated
April 9, 195., that they have rescindef the i uni: * the Pottstown land-
fill to dispose of sewage sludge generated at "he F ersford Vastewater
Treatment Facility (RWTF). In their letter PAJ.ER ates the RWTF sludge
is radioactive waste due to the presence of radit . ive materia 3 reconcen-

t

| trated from wastewater released to the sewage sy em by Interstcte Nuclear
! Services Corporation (INS), a nuclear laundry, se INS facility has been

in operation since 1985 in Royersford and the Region I office has insyected
the facility frequently. All wastewater released to the sewerage system
meets and has met the concentration limits of 10 CFR 20.303. However,
because INS produces a large percentage of the RWTF influent, the NRC has

I contracted with Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) since 1986 to
perform sampling and analysis of effluent from INS and the RWTF, including
sludge. Their measurements indicate that radioactive material is reconcen-
trated by the sewer plant. NRC has made no changes to the INS license
because the facility is in compliance with NRC regulations and exoosures to
specific individuals as estimated by ORAU and Region I are within
appropriate guidelines. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has been fully
informed of the NRC's positions and actions as they were taken. The RWTF
states that if they are unable to-dispose of sewer sludge, they will be
unable to properly treat the wastewater they receive.

A meeting is planned for Thursday, April 18, 1991 between PADER and
representatives of the RWTF to discuss disposal options for the sludge.
Region I will continue to provide information on request and will monitor
the impact of PADER decisions on INS Corporation.

Contact: Betsy Ullrich John Kinneman
346-5040 346-5252
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