DCS No: 03009023-830401
Date: April 4, 1983

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-83-25

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information is as initially received without verifi-
cation or evaluation, and is basically ali that is krown by the Region I staff on this date.

Facility: New England Nuclear Licensee Emergency Classification:
331 Treble Cove Road Notification of Unusual Event
Morth Billirica, Massachusetts 01862 Alert

Site Area Emergency
Csneral Emergency
X Not Applicable

Subject: 330 mCi Xe-133 PACKAGE LOST IN TRANSIT

During the evening of March 30, 1983, five packages containing radiocactive material
were delivered to Delta Airlines at Logan International Airport by New England Nuclear
for transport to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, on Delta Flight 797 for a scheduled 10:00
p.m. departure with a 1:00 a.m. scheduled arrival on April 1, 1983, at Ft. Lauderdale
with one stopover in Miami, Florida. At approximately 3:30 a.m. the group carrier,
Medcore, arrived at the airport to receive the shipment from New England Nuclear. Only
4 of the 5 packages arrived or were received by Medcore. The missing package contained
330 mCi of Xe-133 which was addressed to Florida Medical Center in Lauderdale Lake,
Florida. The package was a Type 1 white labeled package which should have an external
dose rate of < 0.5 mR/hr. The telescope-type package contains between 4 and 10 vials of
Xe-133 inside 1 or 2 lead pipes encased in styrofoam approximately 12"x18"x6" each.
Each 'ead pipe could contain a maximum of 5 vials. The licensee representative was
unable to determine the exact number of vials in the shipment at the time the incident
was reported, however, they are sure the shipment cortained 330 mCi of Xe-133. Surface
dose rate for any individual vial removed from the lead pipe could be 2 R/hr on con-
tact. Airline searches and traces have been initiated.

This PN is issued for information only. The States of Massachusetts and Florida have
been notified. NRC Region II has also been notified.

A press release is not planned by the licensee or NRC at this time.

Region I received notification of this occurrence by telephone from the licensee at
5:00 p.m. on April 1, 1983.

CONTACT: N. Dennis  A. T. Gody
488-1275  488-1255
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