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The Lommissioners

viit1l the partnership is formally estabiishes in early 1990,
an executive steering conmittee comprised of participant
representatives 1s directing the project, Or. Howard Arnold,
who recently retired from Westinghouse Electric Corporation,
became President of LES in October 1989, ODuke Power Company
has respunsibility for licensing coordination and public
affairs; Fluor Daniei, Inc., has responsibility for plant
aesign and ergineering; and Urenco, Inc., has responsibility
for providing the needed technology, based on the Urenco

gas centrifuge plants operating in Europe. LES announced,
on Kovember 3, 1985, that it had selected for detailed
study, one of the sites 1t was considering in Claiborne
Parish, Louisiana, for the new plant,

The staff has held four meetings with LES to introduce project
ang licensing personnel and to discuss licensing issues and
procecures pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50. The staff has also

met with LES to discuss Parts 25 and 95, Applications have
been submitted for personnel security clearances and facility
security approvals for Fluor Daniel, Inc,, and Urenco, Inc.
Meetings and exchanges of correspondence are continuin

among NRC, the Department of State, the Department of gnergy
(DCE), and Urenco's juint committee of governmental repre-
sentatives from its member countries (i.e., the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands, and the Federal Republic of Germany) and
their respective enbassies, to establish appropriate agreements
for the transfer of classified and sensitive information

from Europe to the United States. An initial arrangement

for classified information is already in place, and some
documents have been transferred to NRC. A regquest for

| antitrust information from the Department of Justice has

| been prepared and transmitted to LES. The Director, Office

| of Nuclear Materie) Safety and Safeguards, and two of his

| staff visited the Urencu plants in wWest Germany and The
Netherlands at the end of September 1989, to gain familiarity
with health and safety, safeguards and environmental features
employed in those plants which are similar to the proposed

LES plant in the United States. There are stil] several
unresolved issues and many details to be worked out, the
principal ones of which are discussed beluw and others in

the ANPR Comments section. Nevertheless, the staff believes
that a suitable licensing review framework has been set,

and that LES 1s vigorously pursuing 1ts goal of preparing

an application for licenses by late 1990,

As discussed in SECY-89-107, the Secretary of Energy will
have to review the LES propusal for issues relating to
| national security and energy policy, separate ang
’ independent of any NRC findings recuired by the Atomic
Energy Act (Act) or NRC regulations. The Secretary has not yet
| ennounced any decision on these national policy issues.
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ANPE Comments

In support of 1ts recommendation in SECY-89-107 not to deve lop
@ new rule for uranium enrichment regulation, the staff
summarized the technical concerns raised by the ANPR and
stated thet 1t belleved thet it can address all the concerns
raised by the commenters, within the constraints of the Act
and existing NRC regulations. The staff also said that it
¥111 complete 1ts work to resolve the technical concerns,
revise the criteria as appropriate, and make the information
available as guidance to DOE and potential applicants. The
status of these efforts is as follows:

l. The criteria for the design basis for natura)
phenonena should be reviewed ana further developed.

Uf concern to some commenters was the design basis
for natural phenomena, 1.€., the proposed criteria
for establisning the design basis earthquake and
tornado. The staff, in the ANPR, proposed criteria
appropriate for enrichment facilities which were
commensurate with the protection of public health and
safety when compared to the more rigorous criteria
for nuclear power plants. It should be noted thet the
Criteria for the design basis for natural phenomena
would be sppiicable only tu those 'imited portions of
an enrichment plent that are determined to be
important to safety,

The staff plans no changes in the criteria for the
design basis four natural phenomena.

The range of limits for chemical releases and
potential public exposure as the result of a design
basis accident was reasonable, but the selected
value shouid be closer to the lower end of the range.

™

This subject 1s being further addressed by the Office

of Nuclear Regulatory Research staff, and a detailed
analysis with limits will be oublished as a NUREG report
'n January 1990. The analysis that 1s being completed
1s based upun a review of published state-of -the-art
information,
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