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Universtly of Cincinndt! College of Medicine*

Medical Center*

Olrlsion of Radiation Oncology
University of Cincinnatl Hospital

';

hs \
Mail Location 757 ig-

(b 234 Goodman Street J

Cincinnati, Ohio 45267 ;

Phone ($13) 872 4775
,

!bvonber 2,1984

U.S. !belear Begulatory Cbmtission
Rygicrt III
799 Doosevelt Ibad
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

RE: Io31ne 125 (bntamination incident at t!niversity of _ cincinnati Medical, ,

Center

Dear Mr. Axelson:

As roted in Appenlix E (see copy below) J.H., a 25-year old ddte faule
with the diagnosis of tinlignant brain tu:or received a brain inplant
consistirrj of high activity lo31ne 125 seeds cu 8/27/84.

When it ms noto3 that there es ioline leakage a conference ms held
between Drs. Dernard S. Aron and Peter Ib. It es felt that because of the
significant medical problem, recurrent nalignant brain tutor, that the
patient's inplant should be continued to achieve full dose. 'Ihis as felt
medically to be of primary inportance, far over shadcwing the effects of
icdine 125 irradiation of the tirfroid glan3.

In stnmary, the decision to continue the inplant was a malical decision
baso$ on the patient's undergoing a treatment for a recurrent malignant
brain tutor.'-

Sincerely yours,

|'t&
Bernard S. Aron, M.D., FACR
Director, nivision of Judiation Oncology
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Radistion Oncology 9 /1 2/ 84

Dictation of report of an Incident regarding lodine leakage from an af terloading
redloactive irr. plant in the brain of patient y , gg ,

J.H.is a 25 year old white formle who has a diagnosis of malignant brain
.

tume and who received 5000 rads external radiation therapy to the right frontalMost recently patient had recurrence of the
psrictal area completed in flovember,1980.showed giloblastoma muitiforme a hight y mallgiant18, 1984tume and biopsy on June

Since that time patient has deteriorated somewhat and the last hope forbra i n tumor.her would be a brain implant as she cannot roccive f urther external radiat ion therapy ..
'

The brain implant consisting of high, activity-l'-125breause of the previous dase.
sesds total of 8 seeds in two* catheters were Inserted on 8/27/84 without any problems. -TheThis procedure was to cbliver 6000 rade to the tumor volume in the brain.
Instruments prior to loading and of terloading were checked for lodine contamination and

An incidental Iodine leak was discovered inwas reportedly clean by Radiation Safety. later which was persumably frcrn these high
tha brachytherapy storage room several dayslater checked for radiation exposure and wascctivity Iodine seeds. The patlerc was in view of her diagnosis
f ound to have an estimated dose in the thyrold of 2087 redspnar for which the survival af ter two years isand situation of recurrent malignant |We feel that rhls dose to the thyrold may cause somereportedly closer to 0%.
hypothyroidism in this patient which can be handled with c<ogenous thyrold replacement
but would not cause harm to her overall condit ion.

' Peter Ho, M.D.
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