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Phone (808 884 B16T

January 16, 1980

Mr. Ross Scarano

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
Washington, D. C. 20555

Re: Amendment to License No. SUA-917
License Condition #15.

GCentlemen:

This letter is a request for an amendment to license, condition
#15, authorizing Atlas to proceed with the next 18' lift on the Moab
mill tailings dykes. This lift is to be from elevation 4,058 to
4,076, This request is made at this time for these reasons:

1. Current production rates clearly show this 1lift will be
required during the term of the present license.

2. Atlas needs to make a commitment to purchase or otherwise
acquire the materials necessary for the construction from offsite,
because there are not sufficient materials on site. We believe it
prudent to obtain regulatory approval before we make this major
financial commitment.

3. We understand from reading Mr. Terry Howard's reports uad
from Dames & Moore that the design submitted meets the design re-
quirements of N,R.C. and Mr. Howard. Thus it appears to be in the
best interest of all parties to approve the raise now while all data
is available and all personnel are familiar with the technical in-
formation.

4, After approval is given we will need to conduct an archeo-
logical survey in accordance with license condition #32. 1t is quite
probable that the best borrow material is located on B.L.M. land.
Obtaining permission to use borrow material from B.L.M. controlled
land could take an extended period of time.
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Mr. Ross Scarano
January 16, 1980
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In summary it appears we need to perform the following activities
in the sequence listed.

Obtain N.R.C. approval to raise dykes.

Continue search for borrow materiel.

Purchase or otherwise acquire material.

Perform an archeological survev.

Obtain any necessary state and local approvals.
Prepare bid specs and select contractor.

. . Construct dyvkes.
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Our projections indicate that the construction activity should
start in early 1982, so with this very short lead time we hereby
request an issuance of this license amendment at the earliest possiblz
date.

We ve enclosed our check for $150.00 submitted in accordance
with the fee schedule for administrative amendments.

Very truly yours,
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Gordon T. Swanby
Vice President
Engineering & Environment
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