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Officc of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission f

gpg
1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Carlton:

Recently I was contacted by Dr. Laurence Grossman
regarding the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's proposed
regulations concerning physicians using radioisotopes in
the treatment of cardiovascular disease. A copy of that
communication is enclosed.

Any comments or information that you may be able to
provide would be very much appreciated.

Thank you for your time and attention.
n ./ ,-

| Sincerely, '/
|.' j' ,!-

|JimSasser
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Honorable Jim Sasser
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

.

Dear Jim:'

First, I really want to congratulate you on that tremendous
victory in the last election.

I As we commented during the campaign, Robin Beard didn't have
a chance. When you gave him enough rope he really hung himself.

Jim, I've been very much interested in the American College of- -

Cardiology and the American Heart Association throughout the
There has been an issue which has arisen concerningyears.

training requirements for physicians using radioisotopes for
the diagnosis and management of heart disease. It is my under-

standing that the Nuclear Regulatory Cc= mission, of which you
are a member, is plarining to increase the training requirements
of such physicians from the present 3 months to 6 months. The

expanded time is primarily for clinical training in procedure
performance, data interpretation and other non-isotope handling
elements of nuclear cardiology studies. Physicians completing
vascular training programs are already well-trained in this field.

The proposed NRC requirements have caused many concerrs among

cardiologists:

1. Studies of value in the management of patients with cardio-
vascular disease will be less readily available as fewer

s. physicians in the specialities of cardiovascular medicine,'

pediatrics and surge::y will seek to :neet the proposed training
requirements of 6 mcnths, enabling them to secure the necessary

'radioisotopes.
,s ; .

2. The NRC is, through these proposed regulations, becoming
involved in the dete: nination of clinical competency, rather ,
than the safe handling of sue.h isotopes.
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3. The potential impact of such regulation has not been '

studied in depth.

Dr. Suzanne B. Knoebel, the President of the American College
of Cardiology, has requested that these regulations be delayed
until a task force with proper representation from appropriate
specialities of cardiovascular medicine, surgery and pediatrics

'

review them and have a more appropriate recommendation.

If possible, I do want you to support the position of the American
College of Cardiology in establishing such a task force.

Trust all is well. ;,

/
Sincedel,/
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