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Docket No. STN 50-470 JUN 3 01983

Hr. A. E. Scherer, Director
Nuclear Licensing
Cochustion Engineering, Inc.
1000 Prospect Hill Road
Windsor, Connecticut 06095

Dearlir. Scherer:

Subject: Request for Withholding Information from Public Disclosure

By letters dated February 28,1983, April 26,1983 and Hay 10, 1983, you
submitted information identified below in connection with the NRC's review
of confirmatory item 14 of the CESSAR Safety Evaluation Report (SER) and
requested that it be withheld from public disclosure pursuant to Section
2.790(b) of 10 CFR Part 50. Your withholding requests are supported by
accoupanying affidavits.

Attachment 1-P to LD-83-015 transmitted by letter dated February 28,W
1983:

Comoustion Engineering report entitled " Responses to Questions on CE
dated February 1983. This request for withholding is supported by an affidavit
executed on February 28, 1983 by Mr. A. E. Scherer, Combustion Engineering,
Inc. Combustion Engineering states in the affidavit that the information
should be considered exempt from mandatory public disclosure for the following
reasons.

1. The information sought to be withheld from public disclosure
is the experimental data on flow mixing within a reactor
vessel that is ouned and has been held in confidence by
Combustion Engineering.

2. The information consists of test data or other similar
data concerning a process, method or component, the
application of which results in a substantial competitive
advantage to Comoustion Engineering.
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3. P:blic disclosure of the information is likely to cause
! substantial harm to the co petitive position of Cotbustion

Engineering because:

a. A similar product is manufacturea and sold by major
pressurized water reactors competitors of Combustion
Engineeri ng.

b. Development of this information by CE required hundreds
of canheurs and hundreds of thousands of dollars.

c. In order to acquire such information, a competitor
would also require considerable time and inconvenience
related to the development of experimental data on
flow mixing within a reactor vessel.

Enclosure 1-P to LD-83-036 transmitted by letter dated April 26, 1983:
Combustion Engineering report entitled " Responses to Questions on SL6
Method," dated April 1983. This request for withholding is supported by
an affidavit executed on April 26, 1983, by Mr. A. E. Scherer, Combustioni

Engineering, Inc. Combustion Engineering states in the affidavit that
the information should be considered exempt from mandatory public ois,
closure for the following reasons:

1. The information sought to De withheld from public disclosure
is the non-uniform flux . factor and the critical heat flux
ratio calculations that is owned and has been held in
confidence by Combustion Engineering.

2. The information consists of test data or other similar
data concerning a process, method or component, the
application of which results in a substantial competitive
advantage to Combustion Engineering.

3. Public disclosure of the information is.likely to cause
.' substantial harm to the competitive position of Combustion

Engineering because:
i

a. A similar product is manufactured and sold by major
pressurized water reactors competitors of Combustion
Engineering.

,

> b. Development of this information hy CE required hundreds
of nanhours of effort and tens of thousands of dollars.

i

;_ c. In order to acquire such information, a competitor
; would also require considerabic time and inconvenience

related to the formulation and computation of the non-
uniform flux factor and the critical heat flux ratio.

,
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Enclosure 1-P to LO-83-042 transmitted by letter dated Hay 10, 1983:
Combustion Engineering report entitled " Responses to Questions 440.5,
10,11 and 12 cn SLB Method," dated May 1983. This request for with-
hoicing is supported by an affidavit executed on May 10, 1983, by
Mr. A. E. Scherer, Combustion Engineering, Inc. Combustion Engineering
states in the af fidavit that the information should be considered exempt
from mandatory public disclosure for the following reasons:

1. The information sought to be withheld from public disclosure
are the three-dimensional reactivity feeaback credits which
is ownea and has been held in confidence by Combustion
Engineering.

2. The information consists of test data or other similar
data concerning a process, method or component, the
application of which results in a substantial competitive
advantage to Contustion Engir.eering.

3. Public disclosure of the information is likely to cause
substantial harm to the competitive position of Combustion
Engineering because:

a. A similar product is roanufactured and sold by major
pressurized water reactors competitors of Combustion
Engineering.

D. Development of this information by CE required thousands
of manhours of effort and hundreds of thousands of collars.

c. In order to acquire such information, a competitor
would also require considerable time and inconvenience
related to the development of three-dinensional reactivity
feedoack credits.

We have reviewed your application and the material based on the requirements
and criteria of 10 CFR 2.790 and, on the basis of CE's statements, have deter-
mined that the submitted information sought to be withheld contains trade
secrets or proprietary commerical information.

It is our belief, pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790(b)(5) and Section 103(b) of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, that, at this time, the right of the
public to be fully apprised of the submitted information does not outweigh
the need to protect CE's competitive position.

i
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Accordingly, we have determined that the information should be withheld from
public discicsure.

We, therefore, approve your request for withholding pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790
and are withholding froa public inspection as proprietary: Attachment 1-P
to LD-83-015 transmitted by letter dated February 28, 1983; enclosure 1-P
to LD-83-036 transmitted by letter dated April 26, 1983; and enclosure 1-P
to LD-83-3%2 transmitted by letter dated May 10, 1983.

Withhelding from public inspection shall not affect the right, if any, of
persons properly and directly concerned to inspect the documents. If the
need arises, we may send copies of this information to our consultants
working in this area. We will, of course, insure that the con,ultants nave
signed the appropriate agreements for handling proprietary information.

i

If the basis for withholding.this information from public inspection should
; change in the future such that the information could then be made available

for public inspection, you should promptly notify the NRC. You should also
understand that the NRC may have cause to review this determination in the

! future if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act request includes your
) information. In all review situations, if the hRC needs additional information

from you or makes a determination adverse to the above, you will. be notified
'

; in advance of any public disclosure.
.
4

; Sincerely,
p

;

} Cecil 0. Thomas, Chief
'

Standardization & Special
; Projects Branch
{. Division of Licensing
f

! cc: See next page
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