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August 16, 1994

The Honorable Cardiss Collins
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Collins:

[ am responding to your letter of July 14, 1994, in which you requested the

U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) to review concerns raised in letters to you
from Mr. Brian R. Seelund and Mr. Peter D. Fry. The letters were forwarded to
our agency because the subject did not fall within DOE’s purview. Your
constituents expressed concern regarding the South Texas Project Nuclear Plant
(STP).

The letters referred to a special investigation being conducted by the
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations of the Energy and Commerce
Committee. Investigators from the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission {NRC)
are also collecting and reviewing allegations of safety deficiencies and
harassment and intimidation of plant workers. The NRC investigators are
attempting to interview all perscns who have expressed specific concerns about
STP and will ensure that all concerns are addressed. Your constituents
referred to allegations of misconduct and fraudulent quality assurance and
quality control documents. The investigators will determine whether problems
such as these exist, and the NRC will take whatever action is needed to ensure
that activities at STP are carried out safely.

The two units at STP are operating, although they had been shut down for over
a year to evaluate several problems found by Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P,
the licensee) and NRC. In February 1993, NRC issued a confirmatory action
letter to the licensee to confirm that these issues would be resolved before
the plant would restart. Earlier this year, the NRC allowed the licensee to
restart the units because of significant changes and improvements, both in
management effectiveness and in plant conditions, that corrected the
deficiencies. The NRC continues to spend significant inspection time at STP
in order to verify that commitments are fulfilled and improvements are
effective. Although the NRC has the authority to shut down the units now, as
requested by your constituents, the agency must have sufficient and
significant basis for taking such action. Our inspections indicate that both
units are operating safely; therefore, I have no basis for taking such action.

r'
-

ER LOPY

fiEa s f L. W B.5E R

kxd
%

9408240282 94
PDR ADCK3(|05886298 oy !
PDR P\\‘ Lt



The Honorable Cardiss Collins

g

To fulfill our responsibility for protecting the public health and safety, we
will maintain strong regulatory oversight and a rigorous inspection program at
STP. I appreciate your constituents' interest in the safety of STP and hope
this letter alleviates their concerns.
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Washington, DC 20585
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The Honorable ¢ardiss Collins
U.§. House of/Representatives
Washington, P‘C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Collins:

This will acknowledge your recent letter in which you referred letters from
your constituents:

Brian R. Seelund
Pever D. Fry

Because the subject of your constituents’ letters do not fall within the
purview of the Department of Energy, we have forwarded your letter to:

Mr., William M. Beecher
Director

Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Sincerely,

f 4
-

Ronmnie Betancourt
Director of Special Projects
Office of the Executive Secretariat
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July 14, 199%4

The Honorable William J. Taylor, III

Assistant Secretary For
Congressional Affairs

The Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, Sw

Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Taylor:

I am writing to inform you of a matter of concern to two of
my constituents, and to respectfully request your assistance in
addressing their request,.

Enclosed please find letters from Mr., Brian R. Seelund, and
Mr. Peter D. Fry. They have expressed interest in the status of
the South Texas nuclear power plant operated by Houston Lighting
and Power.

I would appreciate your attention to their concerns. Any
information you could prcvide them regarding this situation would
be appreciated.

Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
AT T
A L-d«/ dm

“CARDISS COLLINS
Member of Congress

cC/1le
Enclosures:
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