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The Honorable Richard L. Ottinger, Chaiman
Subcomittee on Energy Conservation and Power
Comittee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20S15

~

Dear Mr. Chairnan:

Enclosed for your infomation is an announcenent that the Nuclear
Regulatory Comission staff today infomed the Southern California
Edison Conpany that it is proposing a $250,000 fine against the
company for disabling a safety systen at the San Onofre Nuclear
Generating Station Unit 3.

It is planned to nail this infomation to the news nedia today,
llay 16, 1984

Sincerely,

Carlton Kamerer, Director .

'

Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure: ,

As stated

cc: Rep. Carlos tioorhead j

IDENTICAL LETTER SENT T0:
,

Sen. Simpson/cc: Sen. Hart |
IRep. Udall/cc: Rep.. Luj an

Rep. Markey/cc: Rep. Marlenee -
Sen. Cranston

/Sen. Wilson
Rep. 7ackard
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liay 17, 1984 .J f D

The Honorable Richard L. Ottinger, Chairnan
Subcomittee on Energy Conservation and Power
Comittee on Energy and Comerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chaiman:

Enclosed for your infomation is an announcement that the Nuclear
Regulatory Comission staff today infomed the Pacific Gas &
Electric Company of a proposed $50,000 fine against the company for
an alleged violation of NRC requirenents that occurred during
preoperational testing at the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant.

It is planned to nail this infomation to the news nedia today,
May 17, 1984.

Sincerely,

_

Carlton Kamerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Rep. Carlos Moorhead

IDENTICAL LETTER SENT T0:
Sen. Simpson/cc: Sen. Hart
Rep. Udall/cc: Rep. Lujan
Rep. Markey/cc: Rep. Marlenee

/Sen. Wilson
Sen. Cranston
Rep. Lagomarsino
Rep. Thomas
Rep. Panetta
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June 1, 1984

The lionorable Richard L. Ottinger, Chairnan
Subconmittee on Energy Conservation and Power
Cocnittee on Energy and Corrnerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed fnr your information is an announcenent thct the Nuclear
Regulatory Comission's in' dependent Advisary Connittee on Reactor
Safeguards will hold a technical neeting fron June 14 to June 16.

It is planned to mail this information to the news nedia today,
June.1, 1984.

Sincerely.

Carlton Kamerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs -

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Rep. Carlos Moorhead

IDENTICAL LETTER SENT T0:
Sen. Simpson/cc: Sen. Hart
Np. Udall/cc: Rep. Lujan
hep. Markey/cc: Rep. Marlenee
w/ add.T para. re Diablo Canyon:
Sen Wilson
en. Cranston

Rep. Lagomarsino
Rep. Thomas !

Rep. Panetta
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/hhe Honorable Pete Wilson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wilson:

This is in response to the inquiry by Andrew Poat of your staff, requesting
,ur investigation of statements made in Mr. Michael Roark's letter to

you concerning Mr. Matthew Jay's patented process for the prevention of
material sensitization during welding. The NRC staff has been aware of
Mr. Jay's process for some time. In reply to Mr. Elden Willians' letter
(see Attachment I) to Chairman Palladino on January 20, 1982, Mr. Harold
Denton, Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, surnarized the
results of the staff's inquiry into the industry use of the process and
stated NRC's position on its acceptability (Attachment II). The NRC
staff position as stated in Mr. Denton's March 31, 1982 letter renains
valid.

To further elaborate, the NRC does not specify specific methods of
joining pipes when several acceptable procedures are available. There
are other acceptable remedies to the stress corrosion cracking problem
that may be less costly than Mr. Jay's process. In fact, the prevailing
trend in the industry is to eliminate as many weld .ioints as possible
because our regulations require that welds need to be periodically
inspected in order to detect any service-induced degradation. For every
joint, Mr. Jay's process would require three (3) welds.

The statements made in Mr. Roark's letter to you, are generally factual,
but two statements require comment. The first one pertains to characterizing
the current industry practices as unsafe and the second is the accuracy of
the statement, "Recent reports by the NRC reveal that leaks (enchasis

'

added) in piping systems have been found to be much more extensive and
dangerous...".

The safety of piping is not solely ensured by joint-forming practice
alone. The NRC review process starts at material selection, design,
fabrication, and all quality assurance programs associated with each
step along the design and construction chain. Once a plant is put in
service, there are requirements for periodic inservice inspection and
testing and leakage monitoring. This is the fundamental of the-
" defense-in-depth" approach to the ;afety regulation regarding the
reactor coolant pressure boundary. This process has been proven

,

effective in that the service-induced degradation has been detected gg <
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2- June 20, 1984The Honorable Pete Wilson*
-, ,

and timely corrective actions taken. As to when a long-tenn fix or
replacement should be made, the licensees will have to make a trade-off
between the costs of the fix or replacement and those for augmented
inspections and repairs. In this regard, we expect that Mr. Jcy's
process wo d be accepted if it can be demonstrated to be effe ,tive'

and econor 1.

Regarding tne statement that "... leaks in piping systems have been found
to be much more extensive and dangerous...", the NRC has reported that
the cracking due to intergranular stress corrosion has been more extensive
than was anticipated. All recent leaks caused by the stress corrosion
cracking in operating boiling water reactors have been very small and
were found during repair. Considering a total of 24 affected plants
using a boiling water reactor, there has not been a single instance of
inservice leakage that exceeds the plant Technical Specification limit
that is attributed to this problem.

In closing, I hope this response would help clarify the issue and be
helpful to you when you respond to Mr. Roark. If we can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to let us know.

Sincerely, I
,

5
Carlton Karmerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosures:
1. Letter (1/20/82), Elden

Williams to N. J. Palladino
2. Letter (3/31/82) H. R. Denton

to Elden Williams
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6/20/84 Wilson Charis
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