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EVENT CESCAIPTION AND PROBABLE TONSECLENCES (

cm (tion of B emergency diesel generator showed a low starting air pressure of |

(115 (150 psig. Apparently, the starting air compressor was inoperable. The con-)
o i rol room, however, never received any indication of diesel generator trouble)
(ZI7 (of the public was not affected. :
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E.Aust QESCRIPTION ANC CORRECIVE ACTIONS :‘
T (The tension spring nut on the low starting air pressure alarm sensing switch

(CIT) was found loose allowing the alarm setpoint to drift down to approximately |

T (125 psig. The setpoint was adjusted to the properx value of 180 psig. The
T \lair co -
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Additional Cause Description

During nomal operational inspection, the Nuclz2ar Turbine Uperator noticed
a low starting air pressure reading on the local pressure indicator on tne
"B" Emergency Diesel Generator.

Plant work orders were submitted to I & C ana Electrical Departments to
investigate the nature of the trouble,

A fuse was found blown on the air canpressor starting circuit power
supply. Further investigation found a grourd in the air compressor
starting indicating light circuit which cavsed the fuse to blow. The
ground was cleared and the fuse was replaced. The air compressor was
successful ly started.

An investigation to detemmine the root cause of the low air pressure switch
setpoint drift showed that with the lower setpoint of 125 psig, and the
actual pressure being 150 psig, the control rcan did not receive the Diesel
Generator Trouble Alamm and the Ready to Start light stayed lit. Tnis
coupled with the air compressor t2ing de-energized al lowed the starting air
pressure to drift below Timits described in the FSAR.

At no time during these malfunctions was the Diesel Generator rendered non-
functional which made it available to start if called upon, A test start
was conducted with the air pressure at 150 psig and the diesel generator
started successfully,

Additional Corrective Actions

Because engine vibration is considered the most probable reason for the
loosening of the tension spring nut, a toothed lockwasher will pe installed
behind the mounting nut to p~event vibration fram loosening the nut,

A setpoint charge has been submitted to raise the starting air low pressure
alam setpoint from tne present 180 psig to 215 psig. This change will
allow enough time for corrective actions to be taken on a low air pressure
condition prior to the diesel generator starting capability being affected.




