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LER-82-038/03L-0

10 EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

This LER is being filed because of a difference in interpretation of
Technical Specification 3.0.c between Region I and the Licensee. In response
to a request from Mr. Darrel G. Eisenhut of the NRC dated April 10, 1980,
Maine vankee's Technical Specifications were modified by incorporating a
proposed definition for “operability"™ and an associated requirement regarding
operability of normal and emergency power sources to equipment considered to
be operable.

The NRC reguested ch nge was intended to standardize requirements that
both normal and emergency power sources be available to a* least one of two

redundant components for both components to be considered to be "operable."

The correspondence indicated that the requirement was to be applicable except

in the Cold Shutdown or Refueling Modes.

unfortunately, the revised Maine Yankee Technical Specification is not
clear and a literal interpretation could be made that th= incorporated
exception does not negate the requirement but negates the latitude provided

while in the Shutdown modes .

The Region has chnsen to interpret the Specification in such a manner, in
effect, placing more stringent electrical supply requirem:nts on the plant

during Cold Shutdown modes than during power operation.




we had always interpreted the Specification 3.0.c as requiring that only
one power source be available for equipment to be considered to be operable
under the shutdown conditions. We believe this is consistent with NRC
approved standard Technical Specifications and the NRC's intent as outiined in
the referenced letter requesting the change.

The following describes the event:

buring refueling shutdown operations with 24 feet of water above the core,
the P-12A RHR pump was removed from service to perform maintenance on vent
valve LSI-57. The P-128 RHR pump was placed in operation to provice
shutdown cooling. Technical Specification 3.8 requires that one cocling
mechanism be in operation with a second mechanism operable whenever there
is fuel in the reactor. In excess of 23 feet of water above the core
constitutes one mechanism. Improvement modification installation work

rendered the DG-18 emergency power source for P-128 inoperable.

Because of the Region's interpretation of Specification 3.0.c and at the
suggestion of NRR, we completed the work under the provisions of Technical
Specification 3.8 which contains remedial action allowing operation in a
degraded mode for 72 hours with one cooling mechanism, and under the
provisions of Technical Specification 3.12 which permits one emergency
diesel out of service, with other emergency power sources operable, for
seven days with the reactor critical (recognizing the reactor was
substantially subcritical). Uegraded mode operation ended eleven hours

later when P-12A, with its emergency power source operable, was returned

to service.
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Later that day, the refueling cavity level was lowered to less than 23
feet above the core, resulting in a further period of degraded mode
operation with the "A" RHR train cooling mechanism in operation and the
"g» train operable except for its emergency power source. Degraded mode

operation terminated 26 hours later when the DG-1B modification was

completed, allowing the "8" RHR train to meet operability criteria.

No fuel movements took place during this period. Since one cooling

mechanism was always operable, there was no impact on the health and
safety of the public.
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