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Dr. Jo:a ph !!. llendrie, Cha i ntan
11.S. *oelear "ecula tory Co:i nission
',' 'sh i n gt o n DC 20555

Oca r Chai rman 1!cndrie,

I was shoched at the Conission's order closing five nuclcar plants
for errors in the calculation of carthquake resistance in piping. This
order imposes a burden of some hundreds of mt!1 tons of dollars, which
will probably have to be horne by the consumere. In addition it makes
necessary the replacement of this power by other generating equipment,
noch of which is oil-fired. In the Northeast where these plants are

located, much of the replacement oil ul11 he imported. The Commission's=

order contributes substantially to inflation, to the oil shortage, and to
our balance of payments deficit, all at the expense of the connuc.cr.

If the Comraission's order had related in a reasonabic canner to ,

the actual risks involved, no one could object. But to icpose nuch
a burdon on the basis of the risk of a major carthquake in Maine, or

Pennsylvania, in New York, or in Nirginia, in the next feu uceks, or
*months, is absurd. It may well be that the risk of such an carthquake ]

occurring in the 40-year life of a reactor is worth protteting againut; J

betting the consumer's money that it will occur in three conths is
ridiculous. This kind of blind insensitivity to reality gives regulation

'

a bad name.

.
I hope that the Commission will' develop the jud[;nent to balance

the riskt and costs of nucicar plant operation, taking into account the
very small 11kelihood of some of the situations involved. Rescinding

the shut-down order pending an orderly assessment of the hazards would
be the first step in demonstrating this judgment capability. Shutting

O deen enix tneee vlaete esica greee=t " ne="ra ve"di"a reveir " "id 'e
the second.
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Sincerely,

a( ,d
<

Abraham S. Goldin

cc: Secretary Schlesinger
President Carter
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