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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT APPRAISAL
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FACILITY AND DISPOSITION OF COMPONENT PARTS,

ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

DOCKET NO. 50-375

Introduction

By application dated March 10, 1980, as revised December 14, 1982, Rockwell
Internation Corporation (RI) applied for authorization 'to dismantle its L-85
Nuclear Examination Reactor, dispose of its ' component parts, and terminate the
facility license. This evaluation deals with those features and characteristics
of reactor dismantling and disposition of component parts whii:h may affect the
envi ronment.

_

Discuss.en, .

The L-85 Nuclear Examination Reactor is a.small' research reactor that operated
at a maximum of 3 kW thermal. The concurrently issued Safety Evaluation discusses
the construction of the reactor and the safety aspects of dismantling. The reactor
was originally located at corporate facilities in Downey, California until 1956,
where it operated at 0.3 watts. It was moved to its present location in the RI
Santa Susana Field Laboratory where it was modified to increase its power level to
the current level of 3 kW.

Environmental Considerations
i

Radioactive waste material produced during dismantling, such as paper towels,
gloves and wipes, will be disposed of at an authorized radioactive waste burial
site. The reactor components, other than the reactor core, will be decontaminated,
stored, or disposed as scrap. Those reactor components tnat remain radioactively
contaminated or activated will be shipped to an authorized burial site. The fuel'

has already been drained and shipped to a Department of Energy (DOE) facility for
processing. RI proposes to remove all byproduct materials radioactive wastes, and
radioactive components from the reactor facility. Radioactivity will be reduced
to 5 UR/hr above background. RI has indicated that they do not now have plans to
use the space occupied by. the reactor for other activities following dismantling,
at least not in the near future (personal communications with M. A. Remley by
H. Bernard).
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Therefore, dismantling will reduce radioactivity to virtually indistinguishable I

background and will cause no significant environraental: impact.

Alternatives to Dismantling of Reactor and Disposal of Components
|

i The reactor has not been operated for about 2 years and there are no plans
i or need for future operation. The other reasonable alternative to dismantling
'

is to leave the reactor where it is, secure the facility and continue monitoring.
However, as all of the short-lived radioactivity has already decayed, the measures
necessary for dismantling in the future would be similar to those considered for
dismantling and disposal at this time.

'Long Term Effects of Dismantling and Disposal of Components

As the reactor fuel has already been shipped to a DOE facility for processing
and any radioactive reactor components or structures will be disposeo of at
an authorized burial site, and decontamination will be accomplished to
'S gR/hr above background -there will no long term effects due to dismantling,

,

and disposal of this facility.

Conclusion

We conclude that there will be no significant environmental impact associated
with the dismantling of the L-85 Nuclear Examination reactor facility and
disposal of its component parts, and that no environmental impact statument is

. required to be written for dismantling the facility and disposal of its component
parts.

Dated: February 22, 1983
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