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-

Phil Satch.ior

-County Administration Building COSIS tin.Ei
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651 Pine St., Room 106

County MMartinez, California 94553
v e i.i o wi

we.wr c. F.e.e.n. ano o ci pa-
, .

,

R tert 8. Solmeest. 3rc Distret jg ; h

. .

Sesw.e WrigM McPe.t. 4th De.ct

v teri n o m oev e e August 14, 1990-
*

,

J(enneth Carr, ' Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory n=nimaion
Washingte:rt, D. C. 20555

'

Dear Chairman Carr:

'Ina Ozitra Costa County Imaard of Supervisers is agparting_HR5505 (Miller) and
S2979(Mitchall) Wticit would 3rchibit ' federal p. f irm of- state d4&1 <

standards on daragulated radielve wasta and regulated low-level radioactive
wasta and yrthibit impleanntation of the primar Regulatory n=miamion's-
low-level r=dir=rtive wasta deregulation policy. We believe that the NRC policy
does not rm-ct the public interest and urge you to rescind it immediately

'Ihe NRC policy is inconsistent with the Resource conservation and Recovery Act
W11 cts =n=< ifically allman -states to set acre stringent standards :for the
di===1 of hazardous wasta. In addition, the NRC definitions ~ of " low-level"
are 250% higher than 11PA rar-amidations for individual dosage limits and scre
than 10004 greater than International Atomic Ehergy Agency standards : for.-

collective da==ry==. -

i '!he NRC policy does not take into acocunt its 4=*r+ on closure and postclosure
requirements of landfills. In Contra costa County, the presence of less than
it hazardous wasta in one of our landfills = substantially increased closure and
post closure costs; frm $33 million to $41.5.million. - It- is financially-
ime sible to allow hazardous materials in maririnal solid wasta landfillsr

'Iha siting of landfills is a difficult process needing careful consideration of
enviremental and connunity concerns. After five years of investigations and
hearings, the Board of Supervisors recently approved land use permits for two-
nunicipal solid wasta landfills, subject to over'100 conditions of- approval.
Roonipt of r=dir-tive wasta is specifically prohibited at these landfills in-

the conditions of approval. .

Radioactive wasta can be preparly . diapnaad at licensed sites specifically
designed for receipt of hazardeus wasta. It would against'the public intatust-
- health, safety and financial ;to allow' the NRC daragulation policy to
stand. Please support S2979. (Mit&all). ''

Sinoarely,

h&k --
I g i @ e 910207 C. A

BECKER90-415 PDR Chair, Board of Supervisors
~

oc: Senator George Mitchell
Ces:p. m n George Miller

-& ,{-Bill Morris, Director )
U (iNRC Div. of Regulatory Applications

.
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