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Mr. John F. Opeka '

Executive Vice President, Nuclear
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company
Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270

Dear Mr. Opeka:

Thank you for your letter dated May 9,1994, concerning this year's Regulatory ,

Information Conference. In your letter you raised three specific points which
I would like to address.

Regarding allegations, your understanding of the NRC's. meaning of
" substantiated" is correct. The statement that an allegation is substantiated
means the allegation is factually correct (may or may not have significant
safety concern). In your letter you state that this may convey a misleading
impression to the public as to the allegation's. nuclear safety significance.
Additionally, you state that it would be more accurate, and perhaps more '

informative to the public, if the term " substantiated" were refined to -

distinguish those allegations that are factually correct, but without i
significance, from those that indeed have an'important bearing on nuclear
safety. Your comment is appropriate and the addition of other categories are
being considered for future allegation data. Also, to avoid potential
inconsistences in characterizing the safety significance of an allegation,
future data presented to the public will address any enforcement action
associated with the allegation. -

Your second point was that you would find the data regarding the number of
allegations coming to the NRC from various sites useful for trending purposes.
This item is currently being reviewed by the staff.

Your last point concerned the statistics that were presented regarding
inspection hours or staff hours expended by the NRC. You noted that in the ,

tabulation of NRC hours expended by site, that Millstone Units I and 2 were
listed as one site, and Millstone Unit 3 was listed as a separate site. As
you stated, this was a carryover from the days when Units 1 and 2 were
operating and Unit 3 was under construction. We agree with your comment and
will reflect the data on a three unit, single site basis in future
presentations.
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I appreciate your. comments on-this year's conference and the points you raised ' y
in your letter. We look forward to future opportunities to discuss matters ofc r -

.

importance to the nuclear industry. If you have any questions regarding my:
reply, please feel free to contact me.
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Sincerely,
s

.

,

Originaf 5fgneil By ,a :
flLLIAM T. RUSSELD ),

William T. Russell, Director '|': i
*

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation- |
1
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I appreciate your comments on this year's conference and the points you raised1

in your letter. We look forward to future opportunities to discuss matters of
importance to the nuclear industry. If you have any questions regarding my
reply, please feel free to contact me. I

Sincerely,

lY
William T. Russell, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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DOC DT: 05/09/94John Opeak NRR RCVD DATE: 06/16/94Northeast Utilities Service Company

TO:

W. T. RUSSELL

FOR SIGNATURE OF : ** YEL **
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RAISING CONCERNS ABOUT STATISTICS USED BY THE NRC REYES
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Please review the due date immediately:

If the.due date does not allow adequate time, please contact
C01cste Smyre on 504-1229, or E-mail (CDS) to request / revise a
duo date. The NRR mailroom is located in room 12G18.

Plocse do not hand carry concurrence packages to the Directors
office without first going through the NRR mailroom.,
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