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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Mr. Domenic B. Vassallo, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch No. 2
Division of Licensing

References: (a) License No. DPR-28 (Docket No. 50-271)
(b) Letter, USNRC to VYNPC, NVY 82-178, dated November 4, 1982

Subject: Adequacy of Station Electrical Distribution System Voltages

Dear Sir:

In Reference (b), you requested additional information regarding the
adequacy of Station Electrical Distribution System Voltages for our facility.
Specifically, you requested Vermont Yankee to submit a proposed change to
Station Technical Specifications to require that with only one startup
transformer available, the startup transformer tap be changed to 112 kV, and
the 4160/480 volt station service transformer taps be changed to the 4060/480
volt tap.

We have reviewed your request and have determined that a proposed change
to our Technical Specifications is not warranted. We believe that existing
Technical Specifications adequately address your concern.

The basis of our conclusion is as follows:

1. Technical Specification Section 3.10.3, Emergency Buses, states,
"The Emergency 4160 volt buses 3 and 4, and 480 volt buses 8 and 9
shall be energized and operable", and

2. Te:hnical Specifications 1.0, Definitions, Item K, Opetable, states,
"A system, subsystem, train, component, or device shall be OPERABLE
ot have OPERABILITY when it is capable of performing its specified

function (s). Implicit in this definition shall be the assumption
that all necessary attendant instrumentation, controls, normal and
emergency electrical power sources, cooling or seal water,
lubrication, or other auxiliary equipment that are required for the
system, subsystem, train, component, or device to perform its
function (s) are also capable of performing their related support |

, - -

function (s)." O/>
.
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As defined above, Vermont Yankee has provisions in present Technical
Specifications to insure that the emergency buses are " operable ~. Therefore,
we see no benefit in listing the detailed parameters for transformer tap values
in Technical Specifications, as they are an attendant feature for insuring
transformer operability and, as such, are already addressed.

In addition, we believe your request to include such detailed parameters
in Stction Technical Specifications is inconsistent with the NRC's recent
proposal to revise 10CFR50.36. This proposal would establish two categories of
License Specifications, " technical" and " supplemental". Included as

| justification for this proposal is the stated need to alleviate the
Commission's concern regarding the diversion of licensee attention from safety

7 matters, resulting f rom the ever increasing volume of Technical Specifications'

[47FR 13370].

Based on the fact that the operability of the transformers is covered by
existing Technical Specifications, and in light of the Commission's stated
concern for curtailing the level of detail contained in License Specifications,
we believe that a proposed changed is neither warranted nor necessary.

We trust that this information is satisf actory; however, should you have

any questions, or desire additional information, please contact us.

Very truly yours,

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

h*

J. B. Sinclair
Licensing Engineer
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