volves & zero level of riak,

2315 léwh, St, 0
Santa Monica, CA 90408
Janvary 30, 1949]

Kenneth M, Carr
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C., 208558

Dear Mr, Carr:

My name is lan Carpenter, 1'm currently uttending Santa
Monica Collese. 1'm writing to vou about a concern that 1 have,
It's one 1'm sure many people have written to you about before,
Nuclear waste disposal is a very serious matter, one that cannot
be taken lightly. Because of its health risks, nuclear waste
must be disposed of in a safe and careful manner. There is much
fear and hysteris about the effects of "Radwaste," not all of it
18 unwarranted fear, Its storage and disposal is something that

cannot be carelessly handled. People's lives are at stske, and

S0 18 their health, This is highly dangerous stuff Mr. Carr,
e -

The longer that it takes to find adequate measures to control rad-

waste, the more headuches it will create.

The planned cut in Nuclear waste rezulation (Abramson 13) is
an i1ssue that ic puzzling me. MHow can you make such a cut? Don't
you know vhat you're risking? You plan for only very low=level
waste to be exempted, but who knows what might he carelessly placed
i1 there” It is verv i{mportant that anv radwaste is regulated,

You open the possibility of landfills or reusing nuclear sites
with some residual radioactive contamination (Abramsen 13).

You yourself even _4id, "There is no hyman endeavor that in=

and radiation is no exception,
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fut the levels of radistion that we are talking about here, while
not zero, are ex cdingly small." While they may be small., who
knows what's not small that could get in there’ 1 don't partic~

ularly relish the idea ot spent reactor fuel rods in a landfill

that 1 may be living by. Would you Mr. Carr? You must think of

all the things that could go wrong before you tonceed to use such
Ve
8 policy., Even the EPA is ags_nst this proposal. It will put

several of their standards at risk (Abramson 22), I'm forced to
agree with them.

A well-known example of carelessness is the collection of
radwaste tanks buried at the Hanford nuclear facility, at Hanford,
Washington. There lies a huge, potential time bomb. In at loast
twenty~two of the 177 tanks buried there, hydrogen gas is build-
ing up, If this gas were to ignite and explode, it would cover
large sections of both Idaho and Washington with intensely radio-
dctive material., ™"his chain reaction would be caused by ferrocy~
anide, which was placed there in the 50's. The DOE (Department

of Energy) stated that the ferrocyanide is capable of causing .of

sansing an explosion equivalent to thirty=-six tons of TNT ("Nuclear

Waste: Witches Brew At Hanford" 25)., The DOE and Westinghouse Han-

ford (who operate the Hanford facility) say the chances of an ex~
plosion are remote ("Nuclear Waste: Witches' Brew At Hanford 26).
"NSobody here has sweaty palms," savs a DOE member {Nuclear Waste:
S e e —
Witches' Brew At Hanford" 26).
How can that person actually say that? 1Is he/she some divine

heing who knows whether or not tnose tanks will explode? Do you

=]
agree with that statment, Mr, Carr? MHow would you like to bhe liv-

o
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it in those areas? No ofe can ¥new 1or svre what's going to hnpr-
en, Making » statement like that (& like saving, "All gather round!
I can tell your future! 1 can cure all vour pain and suffering! 1

make the world ge round!" A1l I con say 18 that person is & care=

less, individual. Mow can you let someone like that sork for you? ?

He/she has no right to make such & statement,
How would you like to be living within throwing distance of
4 nuclear power plant and later leatn that the reason that you de=

veloped thyroid cancer is because of someone's carelessness? At

Hanford nuclear facility 1!2&n0wu that as many as 13,500 residents
were exposed to heavy doses of radiosctive fodine to their thyroids.
Scientists reported this on July 12, 1990, atter a two-year study

of once secret government records (Abramsen 1), Senator John Glenn
(B, Ohio), chairman of the Senate Government Affairs Comnittee said,
"The atudy suggests tha: the Hanford residents may .ave been expo~
sed to more radioactive iodine than from any industrial nuclear 1

facility 4n the world" (Abramsen 1).

That's not all. Further studies showed even more evidence.
In an official acknowledgement by DOE Secretary James D, Watkins,
1t was stated that the health of the people living in the Manford
region may have been affected, Me conferred with Jehn Till, a nuc~
lear engineer leading the study. "Significantly 'high doses' of
todine were released from 1044 to 1947 at the site, The implica-
tions of the report are serious,” Watkins said (Abramson 2), Why
was 1t allowed to go on for so long? Why was it allowed to happen
in the first place” Imagine yourself in their predicament? The

cleanup process will be a long and laborious one. This could have
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begn avoided if the right steps were taken, 1t's no vonder as to

whv the records were kept secret. Such a blunder as this would
Cause great panic and civil unrest if the residents knew they vere

the victims of a nuclear project, Why must it bhe that tnnocent

St sty ashacsdon ol

8t pay for government secrets and esperimental failures?

people mu

g w4

These people step into the path of doom as readily as cows to the

slaughter,

Envision yourself in a small, Jark room. It's not brightly

lit, but vou can see that it is open on two of its sides. You be~

in to find an escape route by searching with vour hands. You be~

Bin to head out of one of the doorwvays when you hear a sound. You

can't quite make it out at first, byt you soon realize what it is.

You begin to run blindly forward. You glance back for only a mom=

ent. The scene that you witness is not a pleacr.nt one, You see

et ———
a huge, glowing creature. It's armed to the teeth with ten arms

—

—

and a huge mouth, filled with teeth. Its gelatinous mass stops

for a moment where you once were, It begins to glow brightly as

it pozes towards vou, 1In your mind vou hear a voice speaking to
you. You ignore it as vou run even taster. It savys your name,

but vou pretend net to hear. You hear its heart pulsating, each
beat fills vou with fear. Then 1t speaks, "Why do you flee? You

treated me, Don't you like what you see’?"
You scream as vyou try for the small opening at the end of

the tunnel, At once you teel confident., You think to voyrself,

"Just a little farther, and I'm home free!" Yoy feel as if vour

lungs are going to burst as you race along. The monster is gain-

ing on you, glowing steadily brighter as it races after yvou. "1

i e L

W e




R T, L T

Page 5§

beat you wmonster'" veou cey out. I'm free ar lagte!™ you finigh,

Sunlight pours through the small orifice in the ceiling., You br=

exthe a sigh of relief, as vou start to ascend the rungs on the

rusty ladder. You're haltway up as the creature glides to the

base of the ladder. It pauses for a moment., Then its tentacles

lash out at you! You try to hold on ar vou feel the warm sunlight

on your face. It pulls vou down Just as your hand reached the sur~

face. "You can't win,"™ it savs. "I'm Your worst nightmare. And

down here in my domai~ is where yvou'll spend eternity." Then it

pulls yvou to your doem. The warm sun fades from your view as you

{ W
descend into darkness,

What you have just read is a work of fiction, But as horrib-

le as the fate of the adventurer may have seemed, our fate is no

lees charming, We are creating the monster that waits for us, Nu=

clear waste 18 just as menacing and SCAry as any monster that we

:13££'£££‘._.]gg£; If we don't hecome more safety and health con=

sclous, we are on the road to ruin.

Cleanup and storage is another important part of our respon-
sibility. One example of nuclear cleanup happened at Santa Sus~
ana Field Laboratory, Tt is a Rockwell International test site,
located in Simi Hills, Califernia (Levin 3). It is part of a $10.5%
million cleanup of the lab. The technicians are wearing plastic
suits and respirators, and are cleaning radicactive grime from the
lab, The work that they do is essential, because they make the lab

safe for other projects that the Rockwell Corporation may test

there,

-
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Choosir 4 the proper test site Can cCAURe BOME Serious proh-
lems, The site must bhe in the right area. I{ must also be in an
area that doi,n't make anvone feel threatened. When people feel
threatened things can get ugly, Such is the casn in Needles, CA.
The proposed low-level waste dum~ scheduled to be built there is
losing support, There is even an orgsnized group formed to appose
it (Warren 1). People will use every resoutce in their pover to
keep a nuclear wvaste eite from their land, They have every right
to do so. Even though radwaste must be placed somevhere, it
shouldn't be forced on anvone.

Palos Fark Forest Freserve in Willow Springs is the site of
the nation's first nuclear dumpsite, Federal inspectore are sur~
veving 200 acres of the preserve for the iirst t?;e in thirty={nyr

B )
years, The reason for the survev, is because they found a lump of
uranium and other radwaste (Secter 1), It i8 believed to he in
the water supply of the area, Many thousands of people come te
the preserve each year to hike and camp on the propoerty, This
can't be done without the risk of radiation poisoning .

Even thnugh no solid figures exist for the Lotal overall cost
of cleaning up the nation's toxic vaste dumpsites, bdut the estim~
ates range as high as $500 billion (Frantz & Douglas 21). But the
most frightening thing is the fact that our homes are at risk, In
Niagra Falls, New York 18 the "Love Canal." For eleven long vears,
toxic waste was dumped there, Occidental Petroleum's Hooker Chem~
ical and Plastics Corporation buried some 21.800 tons of chemicals
in an abandoned wvaterway from 1942-195%3 (Griffin 26). The waterway

was named after its former owner, William Love, The company then cov~
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