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on the worst case reactor water conductivity, was used to determine indication

growth during the fourth t.oel cycle. This value bounds the growth rate estimated
rom the MCY-3 and RF-3 ultrasonic sizing (2.89 E«5 in/hr). The results of

the evaluation indicated that the conservative estimate of flaw size after 7000

hours of operation would be 0,68 inches, which is well below the ASME Code

allowable value of 0,825 inches, Therefore, the licensee has concluded that

the operation of RBS, unti) the mid-cycle outage, scheduled for the latter

half of September 1991, is acceptable in its current configuration. The

licensee has committed to take the following actions:

1. The subject feedwater nozzle weld will be re-eramined during the
mid-cycle cutage planned for Cycle 4. This outage is currently
stheduled for approximately 7000 hours of operation after startup
froe RF«3, This corresponds to the latter half of September 1991,
The results of the mid-cycle examination and evaluation of the data
will be provided to the NRC for review and approval along with
descriptions of any further corrective actions prior to resumption
of reactor operation, Maieriale and personnel will be staged to per-
mit repairs to this weld should trne mid-cycle reasured indication
depth and length be found outside the bounds of the analysis.

2. The subject feedwater nozzle weld will also be re-examined during
the fourth refueling outage per the requirements of GL 88-01, This
wil” allow further determination and verification of growth of the
inrication.

3 Tne licensee is planning to join the recently developed EPRI
Nozzle/Safe-End Research Program. This research program addresses
the evaluation of repair, replacement, residual stress mitigation
and examination approaches for BWR nozzle to safe-end configurations
that use Inconel 182 wel! filler materials.

CONCLUS 10N

Based on the review of the information provided, the NRC staff has concluded
that there is reasonable assurance that the structural integrity of the subject
nozzle to safe-end weld will be maintained and River Bend Station may continue
operation at least to mid-cycle (approximately September 1991) of Cycle 4,
Furthermore, the licensee has committed to re-examine the subject nozzle to
safe-end weld during Cycle 4 mid-cycie outage. The results -f the mid-cy. .e
re-examination and re-evaluation are to be submitted for ""°C staff review and
approval prior to resumption of reactor of “-ation.
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